
Meeting Minutes: Mohawk Area Public Health Coalition Steering Committee

Date October 23,
2017

Location JWO Transit Center
12 Olive St
Greenfield, MA
Room 104

Facilitator: Carolyn Shores Ness
& Norene Pease,
Co-Chairs

Time 4:30-6:30 p.m. Duration 2 Hours

ATTENDEES:
Mike Friedlander, Colrain BOH
Deb Coutinho, Shelburne BOH
John Hillman, Leverett BOH
Alexeev Jones, Greenfield BOH

Carolyn Shores Ness, Deerfield BOH
Norene Pease, Shutesbury BOH
Doug Telling, Charlemont BOH
Duncan Colter, Ashfield BOH
Betsy Kovacs, Heath BOH

ABSENT:
Donna Gibson, Williamsburg BOH
Gina McNeely, Montague Health Director

Flora Sadri, Northfield BOH

FRCOG STAFF:
Mark Maloni, Greg Lewis

GUESTS:
Michael Nelson, DPH

Agenda Items

1. Welcoming
remarks/agenda/
introductions

Called to order at 4:34 p.m.

2. Review/approval of
September 25, 2017
minutes.

Deb moved to accept the September 25, 2017 minutes, Doug
seconded. Passed unanimously.

3. Old business
a) Staff report
b) HMCC update
c) WAG and LSAC updates
d) Q2 Deliverables
e) New Alternate for HMCC

a) Past month has been EDS drills and prep/planning meetings for
them, as well as mosquito control district efforts.
b) JRA meeting complete. CMS rule is still driving many inquiries
around compliance technical assistance.
c) WAG: Regional risk communication project moving forward;
however, WAG members discussing possible project change to
make EDS plan formats consistent amongst the 4 W MA counties.
LSAC: there’s some consternation that the advisory nature of the
body has become more diluted, and people are less willing to
assume leadership within a group they increasingly see as nominal
with no real teeth.
d) Main goals: finish Greg’s component around regional risk
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communication project; EDS drill completion (Greg is going to
request a deadline extension as some EDS groups are hoping to
avoid tying the drill into a flu clinic.
e) Carolyn nominated Alexeev; Betsy seconded. Passed
unanimously.

4. New business
a) Nominee for WRHSAC

Council
b) WebEOC Demonstration
c) Pioneer Valley Mosquito

Control District
d) Role of MAPHCO in a

Response

a. Brief overview of WRHSAC role and function to identify any
representational interest. Norene is willing to have her name
put forward to the WAG for consideration.

b. Michael offered a MDPH WebEOC refresher training.
Participants learned that passwords cannot be reset during a
drill and one is coming soon.

c. Greg presented the newly state-certified PVMCD, its concept of
operations, funding model, and timeline. Outreach efforts to
communities for letters of interest are ongoing. The letter allows
a community to nominate an individual to serve on a five-seat
Commission that oversees budget and policies. The binding
action to join occurs during Town Meeting or by city council vote.

d. The discussion was tabled for the November meeting to allow for
more time, but the topic was introduced to members not present
at the September meeting.

5. DPH Update a. None.

6. Roundtable updates a. None.

7. Business not reasonably
anticipated 48 hours prior to
the meeting

a. None.

8. Adjourned a) Doug moved to adjourn the meeting, Betsy seconded, passed
unanimously. Adjourned at 6:25 p.m.


