
A Look Back:  Open Meeting Law Changes 

 

This article is a look back at changes to the Open Meeting rules that took effect on July 1, 2010 

with the enactment of Chapter 30A, §§18-25.   

  

● The definition of “deliberation” now specifically includes email exchanges.  (§18).  

Oral or written communications on Facebook, Twitter, Skype, blogs, etc. are not listed, 

but expert opinions give these media the same standing as email.  

 

● According to the Attorney General, “it is not a violation to use email to distribute 

materials, correspondence, agendas or reports so that committee members can prepare 

individually for upcoming meetings.” (§18). 

 

● By now, cities and towns should have a process in place to distribute open meeting 

law materials to, and receive a receipt certification in return, from each new member of a 

public body.  Materials must include a copy of the open meeting law, associated 

regulations and educational materials prepared by the attorney general.  They must be 

sent within two week of an appointment.  Most often this responsibility falls to the city or 

town clerk.  (§20(g)). 

 

● Saturdays are no longer counted toward the required 48-hour notice for a meeting.  

Consequently, a Monday meeting must be posted by Thursday.  (§20(b)). 

 

● An agenda, described as “topics that the chair reasonable anticipates will be 

discussed” must now be part of a posted notice together with the date, time and place of a 

meeting.  (§20(b)). 

 

● By now, cities and towns should have identified or created a means to make meetings 

notices visible to the public at all hours.  The location should be in or outside a municipal 

building and must be conspicuous.  (§20(c)). 

 

● For the past year, meeting minutes should have included a summary of discussion on 

each meeting topic, a list of documents and exhibits used, a description of decisions, 

actions and a record of votes.  This is in addition to the date, time, location, members 

present and absent.  (§22(a)). 

 

● To fulfill a new requirement, chairs should have reviewed executive session minutes 

“at reasonable intervals” since July 2010 to determine whether circumstances no longer 

justified non-disclosure.  (§22(g)(1)).  Release of minutes should have been announced 

and included in the record of the next meeting’s minutes.  

 

● Remote participation in meetings is allowed only in accodance with rules esablished 

by the Attorney General.  (§20(d)). 

 

● Enforcement of the Open Meeting Law resides with the State Attorney General.   

 

http://www.mass.gov/ago/government-resources/open-meeting-law/attorney-generals-open-

meeting-law-guide.html  
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