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Scenic Resources  
C H A P T E R   2 
Route 116 Scenic Byway 

 

Introduction 
The Route 116 Scenic Byway is characterized by a diverse landscape. The Byway travels 

through Franklin, Hampshire and Berkshire Counties.  The road winds from the 

Connecticut River Valley through the foothills and hills of the Berkshire Mountains to 

downtown Adams at the crossroads of Routes 116 and 8.  The landscape along the route 

is beautiful and scenic.  It is quintessential rural western Massachusetts.  The landscape 

along the corridor is characterized by farmland, historic village centers, ponds, wetlands, 

forests, fields, meadows with distant mountain views, and an historic mill town.  

 

The completion of an inventory and evaluation of the scenic resources is integral to 

understanding the character of the road.  This chapter describes the landscape assessment 

methodology; the results of the evaluation; and recommendations for maintaining and 

enhancing the scenic assets of the area.   

 

The Byway stretches 38.8 miles (21.4 miles in Franklin County, 7 miles in Hampshire 

County and   10.5 miles in Berkshire County).  The corridor study area is defined as 

Route 116 plus a half‐mile wide strip on each side of the Byway.  Additionally, the 

descriptions that are provided in this chapter (as with the rest of the report) travel from 

east to west. 

 

To assess the scenic resources of the Route 116 Scenic Byway the Berkshire Regional 

Planning Commission (BRPC), the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) 

and the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) traveled the route and 

systematically rated the landscape features and views along the Byway using an 

assessment methodology.  The scoring system is based on the landscape assessment 

procedure used by the BRPC, FRCOG and PVPC for previously completed Corridor 

Management Plans including the Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway, the Route 112 Scenic 

Byway, the Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway and the Route 122 Scenic Byway.  

Some modifications to the evaluation form and ranking system were made to better suit 

the specific characteristics of the Route 116 Byway.  The assessment procedure is 

described below, and a sample of the Scenic Assessment Evaluation Form is included at 

the end of this chapter. 

 

Scenic Assessment Process 

Step 1 
Initially, the corridor was divided into “visual segments” based on common visual 

characteristics that were observed while driving along its length.  The landscape along the 

Byway was classified into the following five “visual segments” categories: 
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Farmland/Open Land (crop fields, orchards, hayfields, pasture land, and non-forested 

open land including recreation areas); Farmland Developed (fields and forest lands that 

have some residential and/or commercial development interspersed with active farms); 

Forest (forested land including both mature and successional); Village/Town Center 

(central commercial and industrial areas with multi-storied buildings, community and 

government facilities and apartments and multi-family housing; and Developed Land 

(including residential subdivisions, commercial development and industrial areas). 

 

For visual segments that have two different characteristics, for example residential 

development along one side of the road and agricultural land with a historic farm house 

on the other side, the evaluator made a judgment about which is the dominant visual 

feature.  Each “visual segment” was evaluated every ½ mile according to the procedure 

detailed in Step 2 with a separate Scenic Assessment Evaluation Form completed for 

each of the ½-mile sections.   

 

Step 2 
Using the Scenic Assessment Evaluation Form (a copy is included at the end of this 

chapter) each ½-mile section within the larger “visual segment” was evaluated twice, 

traveling the Byway in each direction.  All features, both scenic and detracting, along 

each side of the ½-mile roadway segment were included in the ranking.  The scenic 

features present within each ½-mile section received a +1 and the detracting features 

within each ½-mile segment received a –1.  In addition, all of the topographical features 

that could be seen from the Byway, not just those within the ½-mile study area were 

noted.  This allowed the long-range and panoramic views that can be seen from the 

Byway to be accounted for in the evaluation.  After the assessment was completed in both 

directions, the totals were added together and divided by 2 for a “segment score.”  During 

the assessment, the evaluators drove the entire roadway in one direction filling out 

segment evaluation forms and then repeated the process in the opposite direction.   

 

Step 3 
If the continuous ½-mile visual segments were categorized as the same land use 

classification, the segments were collapsed into one segment and the scores were 

averaged together.  In the cases where the visual ½ mile sections represented a 

continuous string/length of one of the five visual segment categories, the scores were 

averaged together.  The larger “visual segment” score was calculated by adding the total 

score from each of the Scenic Evaluation Forms completed (one for each ½-mile section) 

within that “visual segment,” and dividing by the number of ½-mile sections within the 

particular “visual segment.”  For example, if a particular “visual segment” is six miles 

long, 12 Scenic Evaluation Forms would be filled out, and these 12 segment scores would 

be averaged to calculate the visual assessment score.  The “visual segment” was then 

ranked based on the following categories: 

 

Outstanding (Score Range: 12 or greater) 

Distinctive (Score Range: 8.1-12) 

Noteworthy (Score Range: 5-8) 

Average (Score Range: less than 5) 
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Overview of the Scenic Aspects of the Byway 

The landscape of the Byway differs from the lowlands of the Connecticut River to the 

Berkshire Hills. The fertile land along the Connecticut River is typically flat with large 

agricultural fields such as those in Sunderland, Whately, and Deerfield. Historic tobacco 

barns still stand in farm fields and are a visual reminder of the Connecticut River 

Valley’s rich agricultural history and current farming economy. West of the Connecticut 

River Valley, the Byway winds through Conway and Ashfield. The landscape is a hilly, 

wooded terrain in which historic farmsteads with barns, farmhouses, stonewalls, open 

meadows, and stands of sugar maples can be seen.   

 

Further west, Route 116 travels through Plainfield, Windsor, Savoy and Cheshire. The 

Byway reaches its terminus in Adams.  Along the route are breathtaking views of the 

Berkshire Hills in Savoy and Cheshire. Adams is located at the base of Mount Greylock 

(the access road is the Mount Greylock Scenic Byway), and is home to many restaurants 

and artist galleries.  The Ashuwillticook Rail Trail, which stretches from Lanesborough 

to North Adams, is accessible from downtown Adams near the terminus of the Byway at 

Route 8.  Essential services to the road weary traveler, including food, lodging and 

information, fuel and auto repair can be found along the Byway, primarily in Deerfield, 

Conway, Ashfield, and Adams. 

 

Regional Viewshed Areas 

Regional viewsheds areas were also noted based on an assessment of the views along the 

Byway that show unique and impressive natural or scenic features. These include 

spectacular agricultural landscapes or regionally significant landscape elements. The 

predominant landscape features include farm and pasture land, ponds, rivers, and historic 

resources such as historic buildings, farmsteads, and a village center. The viewshed were 

assessed and priority scenic viewshed were noted for each region based on the field of 

view, wide of the scenic area, depth of the view and variety and contrast.   

 

Scenic Assessment 

Franklin County   
The eastern terminus of the Byway in Franklin County is at the Deerfield/Sunderland 

town border which is on the Deerfield Sunderland Bridge over the Connecticut River.  

The Franklin County section of the Byway travels through the towns of Deerfield, 

Conway and Ashfield.  At the eastern terminus the picturesque Sunderland Village 

Center is within the ½ mile buffer area at the eastern end of the Byway and also within 

the view of the Byway.  The entire Franklin County section is 21.4 miles, and terminates 

at the Ashfield/Plainfield town line.    
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Table 2-1: Visual Segment Categorization- Franklin County 

Visual Segment Category Total Length (miles) 

Farmland/Open Land 3.8 

Farmland / Developed Land 
(Residential) 

2.0 

Farmland/Forest Edge  2.5 

Historic Village/Town Center 1.7 

Town Center/Industrial 
development 

.5 

Forest 6.4 

Forest/Developed Land 
(Residential) 

1.2 

Developed Land (Residential) 2.9 

Developed Land (Commercial) .4 

  

Total 21.4  

 

Table 2-2: Visual Segment Evaluation – Franklin County 

Evaluation Ranking  Total Length (miles) 

Outstanding 9.4 

Distinctive 10.2 

Noteworthy 1.4 

Average 0.4 

  

Total 21.4 
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Table 2-3: Visual Segment Category and Evaluation – Franklin County  

Segment 
Number 

Starting/Ending Points Approximate 
Length 
(miles) 

Segment 
Category 

Landscape 
Evaluation 

Distinctive 
Feature 

1 Deerfield/ 
Sunderland 
town line 

Intersection of 
Route 116 and 
Sugarloaf Street 

0.5 Farmland/ 
Developed Land 

(Residential) 

Outstanding View of the CT 
River and 
neighboring 
farmland 

2 Intersection of 
Route 116 and 
Sugarloaf 
Street 

Driveway of 3 
Sugarloaf Street  

0.9 Developed Land 
(Residential) 

Distinctive Historic 
streetscape of 
South Deerfield 

3 Driveway of 3 
Sugarloaf 
Street 

Traffic Light at 
the intersection 
at Elm St. and 
Route 5/10/116 

0.4 Village Town 
Center 

(South Deerfield 
Center) 

Noteworthy Walkable South 
Deerfield center 

4 Traffic Light at 
the 
intersection at 
Elm St. and 
Route 
5/10/116 

Turn onto 
Conway Road 

0.4 Developed Land 
(Commercial) 

Average Connection 
between the 
Byway and I-91 

5 Turn onto 
Conway Road 

Saw Mill Plain 
Road 

1.4 Developed Land 
(Residential) 

Outstanding Neighboring 
farmland 

6 Saw Mill Plain 
Road 

Matthews Road 0.9 Forest/ 
Developed Land 

(Residential) 

Distinctive Beautiful scenic 
views of the Mill 
River near the 
road 

7 Matthews 
Road 

Graves Road 1.4 Forest Outstanding Winding scenic 
landscape 

8 Graves Road Festival of the 
Hills sign 

1.0 Farmland/ 
Developed Land 

(Residential) 

Outstanding Viewsheds of 
neighboring 
farmland 

9 
 

Festival of the 
Hills sign  

Parson’s Road 0.5 Forest  Noteworthy Wooded 
landscape along 
the road 

10 Parson’s Road Millstone at the 
eastern end of 
Conway Center 

0.3 Forest/ 
Developed Land 

(Residential) 

Outstanding The winding road 
into Conway 
center 

11 Millstone at 
the eastern 
end of Conway 
Center 

Bridge at the 
eastern end of 
the town center 
over the Mill 
River 

0.5 Town Center 
(Conway) 

Outstanding Historic Conway 
center 
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Segment 
Number 

Starting/Ending Points Approximate 
Length 
(miles) 

Segment 
Category 

Landscape 
Evaluation 

Distinctive 
Feature 

12 Bridge at the 
eastern end of 
the town 
center over the 
Mill River 

Burkeville 
Covered Bridge 

0.5 Town Center/ 
Industrial 

Development 

Noteworthy The Burkeville 
Covered Bridge 

13 Burkeville 
Covered Bridge 

Riley Road 0.6 Farm/Forest 
Edge 

Distinctive Neighboring 
farmland  

14 Riley Road North Poland 
Road 

1.7 Forest Distinctive Historic mill 
remnants  

15 North Poland 
Road 

Hill Road 
(eastern 
intersection) 

1.0 Farmland Distinctive Views of farmland 

16 Hill Road 
(eastern 
intersection) 

Creamery 
Road/Burton Hill 
Road 

1.2 Farm/ 
Forest Edge 

Outstanding Distinctive stands 
of tree along the 
road with 
farmland 

17 Creamery 
Road/Burton 
Hill Road 

Hill Road 
(western 
intersection) 

0.2 Historic Village Outstanding Historic homes 
and streetscape at 
the Creamery 
Road intersection 

18 Hill Road 
(western 
intersection) 

Emmet Road 0.7 Farmland/ 
Forest Edge 

Distinctive Farmland and 
forest mixed 
landscape 

19 Emmet Road End of the 
western 
retaining wall  

0.4 Forest Distinctive Rural character of 
the roadway 

20 End of the 
western 
retaining wall 

Garage at the 
western end of 
Main Street  

0.6 Town Center 
(Ashfield) 

Outstanding Historic Ashfield 
streetscape 

21 Garage at the 
western end of 
Main Street  

At Main Street 
junction with 
Route 112 

0.6 Developed Land Distinctive Ashfield Lake 

22 At Main Street 
junction with 
Route 112 

End of the 
guardrail along 
merged section 
of Routes 116 
and 112 

1.8 Farmland/ 
Open Land 

Outstanding Panoramic views 

23 End of the 
guardrail along  
merged section 
of Routes 116 
and 112 

Driveway at 436 
Spruce Corner 
Road 

0.5 Farmland/ 
Developed Land 

Distinctive Forested 
landscape 
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Segment 
Number 

Starting/Ending Points Approximate 
Length 
(miles) 

Segment 
Category 

Landscape 
Evaluation 

Distinctive 
Feature 

24 Driveway at 
436 Spruce 
Corner Road 

Telephone Pole 
Number 89 

0.5 Farmland/ 
Open Land 

 

Distinctive Views of farmland 
along the way 

25 Telephone Pole 
Number 89 

Mail box 
number #1237 

1.0 Forest Distinctive Forested 
landscape 

26 Mail box 
number #1237 

Driveway near 
beginning of 
stone wall 

0.5 Farmland/ 
Open Land 

 

Outstanding View of historic 
farmstead 

27 Driveway near 
beginning of 
stone wall 

Ashfield/ 
Plainfield Town 
Line 

1.4 Forest Distinctive Views of wetland 
natural area near 
Cummington Road 

Scenic Assessment Rating System: 
Outstanding (Score Range: 12 or greater) Distinctive (Score Range: 8.1-12) 
Noteworthy (Score Range: 5-8)  Average (Score Range: less than 5) 
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Segment 1 - In Deerfield from the Deerfield/Sunderland Town line (located at the 

eastern end of the Deerfield Sunderland Bridge) to the intersection of Route 116 and 

Sugarloaf Streets  

 

Farmland/Developed Land (primarily scattered residential) .6 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

The easternmost .5-mile segment is at the Deerfield/Sunderland town line.  It is located in 

Deerfield.  Traveling east in this segment, there is a prominent view of the Sunderland 

Village Center, a classic New England historic village scene. Sunderland center is a 

National Register Historic District. The Connecticut River Byway, a state and national 

designated Scenic Byway, travels through Sunderland Center on Route 47.  Route 47 

intersects with Route 116 at main intersection at the center of Sunderland.  This 

intersection is less than ¼ of a mile from the Deerfield/Sunderland town line (the eastern 

terminus of the Byway).  The distant panoramic view behind Sunderland Center is of 

Mount Toby and the neighboring mountains.  

 

There is a spectacular view of the Connecticut River from the Deerfield Sunderland 

Bridge. The Connecticut River is surrounded by farm fields which are a testament to the 

nationally renowned fertile soils located in the Connecticut River Valley. Traveling west, 

the view of farm the farm fields is particularly dominant.  There is a large field located 

south of the Byway near the intersection of Route 116 and River Road (to the west of the 

Connecticut River in Deerfield).   

 

The view of Mount Sugarloaf to the north of the Byway is a predominant scenic feature.  

There are red rocks along Route 116 at the base of Mount Sugarloaf that have eroded 

from the face of the mountain. Mount 

Sugarloaf is a butte-like mountain located in 

Deerfield directly north of the Byway. The 

mountain has two summits, North Sugarloaf 

Mountain at 791 feet and its more popular 

knee, and South Sugarloaf Mountain at 652 

feet. Its cliffs, made of Arkose sandstone, are 

a very prominent landscape feature visible 

for miles. Despite the low elevation of the 

summits to the nearby Berkshire Hills, 

dramatic cliff faces and a rise of 500 to 600 

feet from the nearby Connecticut River make the mountain a popular tourist and hiking 

destination. Mount Sugarloaf is the southern terminus of the Pocumtuck Range. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are the spectacular views from the Byway of the Sunderland 

National Historic District, the Connecticut River, and Mount Sugarloaf. 
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Findings: 

 The center of Sunderland is a classic New England farming village.  The 

Byway should be extended the ¼ mile distance to include Sunderland village 

center as part of the actual Byway corridor.  Additionally, this will directly 

link the Route 116 Scenic Byway and the Connecticut River Scenic Byway.  

 The view of farm land and open space along the Connecticut River is a 

prominent and important part of the Byway experience.   

 

Segment 2 - In Deerfield from the intersection of Route 116/Sugarloaf Street to 3 

Sugarloaf Street in South Deerfield 

 

Developed Land (residential) 1.0 miles 

 
Characteristics: 

This section is developed with primarily residential and some commercial uses on 

Sugarloaf Street.  There are some small scale commercial uses located along Sugarloaf 

Street, and particularly near the Sugarloaf Street/ Route 116 intersection.  The businesses 

include a real estate office, insurance company, a post office and dental office.  

Generally, there are small parking areas for the businesses located right at the buildings.   

 

The streetscape is lined with mature shade 

trees that create a pleasant landscape, and is 

picturesque during the fall foliage season.  

There are sidewalks, and the roadway layout is 

appropriate in scale given the traffic flow.  

The corridor is generally pedestrian and 

bicycle friendly, although near the intersection 

of Sugarloaf Street and Elm Street in South 

Deerfield Center the roadway becomes 

excessively wide. There is a slip lane for 

traffic traveling north onto North Main Street, and this creates an exceedingly wide paved 

area that is not pedestrian friendly or in keeping with the historic neighborhood feel of 

Sugarloaf Street.  There are opportunities to narrow this intersection and make it more 

pedestrian and bicycle friendly. The roadway and intersection are oversized because this 

route had previously been Route 116 and accommodated a higher volume of traffic.    

 

There are well kept residential structures on Sugarloaf Street, and the side streets connect 

to residential street with street trees and well maintained structures.  The area includes 

architecture of the late 18
th

 and early 19
th

 century.  Traveling south on Sugarloaf Street 

there is a distant view of Mount Sugarloaf as a back drop.  There is an historic cemetery 

to the south of the intersection of Elm and Sugarloaf Streets that is worthy of note. The 

cemetery was recently restored with Community Preservation Act (CPA) funds. 
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Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are the historic houses, and mature tree-lined streetscape along 

the route.  

 

Findings: 

 The scale of Sugarloaf Street is appropriate to the village.  The completion of 

some pedestrian accessibility improvements would further improve the 

connectivity of the village.   

 The roadway at the intersection of Sugarloaf and Elm Street is excessively wide. 

There may be a simple way to improve the layout and shorten the crossing 

distance at this intersection. 

 The utility poles are prominent within the streetscape. 

 South Deerfield Center is not designated as a National Historic District, but it 

should be considered for nomination.  

 

Segment 3 - In Deerfield from 3 Sugarloaf Street in South Deerfield to the traffic 

light at the Elm Street and Route 5/10/116 intersection  

 

Town Center (South Deerfield Center) .5 miles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristics: 

This ½-mile section of the Byway is in South Deerfield Center.  The southern end is near 

the intersection of Sugarloaf Street and Elm Streets which is where the Byway enters the 

center of South Deerfield.  

 

It includes the main intersection, the village green at the center of town, and Elm Street.  

The area around the main intersection in South Deerfield has a high level of pedestrian 

traffic, commercial, and retail uses.  Many of the business uses are automobile-oriented. 

There is on-street parking on all of the streets. Elm Street has diagonal and parallel 

parking. Some of the commercial establishments have off street parking.  South Deerfield 

Center is a vibrant small-scale commercial district.  The businesses are patronized by 

both automobile based customers and also the neighboring dense residential 

neighborhoods that are within walking distance of this center.  Elm Street is the 

connection between South Deerfield center and Route 5/10/116 (a more vehicular-

oriented commercial/industrial corridor). The route crosses the railroad tracks for the 

Connecticut Valley line which is currently being upgraded for use by AMTRAK 
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passenger rail trains. Additionally, there is a renovated train station near the rail crossing. 

Traveling south in this segment there is a distant view of Mount Sugarloaf. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are the pedestrian scale streetscape and the historic feel of Elm 

Street.  

 

Findings: 

 The scale of Elm Street is pedestrian-oriented and lends to a village feel, but there 

are pedestrian level improvements and sidewalk connections that could be made 

to improve this area for pedestrian and bicycle traffic.   

 There is no gateway to South Deerfield Center. The creation of a gateway would 

enhance the town center. 

 The historic district buildings are of an appropriate scale and contribute to the 

village feel. There are some opportunities for improvements and maintenance to 

these buildings. 

 There are some lots along Elm Street where in-fill buildings could be completed 

to create a more cohesive streetscape that is in the same scale as the existing 

buildings.  

 The gaps in the sidewalk on Elm Street create physical and visual disruptions. 

 

Segment 4 - In Deerfield the traffic light at the Elm Street and Route 5/10/116 

intersection to the left turn onto Conway Road (Route 116) 

 

Developed Land (Commercial) .5 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This section of Route 116 is also Routes 5/10.  The streetscape character and land uses 

are vehicle-oriented. The road serves as a major regional access route. It is the access to 

Interstate 91 (I-91) which is located parallel to the west of the Route 116/5/10 corridor. 

Exit 24 to I-91 is located to the south of this 

section of the Byway in Whately, and Exit 25 is 

located to the north of this section of the Byway. 

The Exit 25 access is from Route 116 on 

Conway Road.  Many vehicles exit I- 91, and 

travel on Route 116/5/10 through this section in 

order to access services and commercial 

establishments including a gas station, hotel, and 

convenience store. 

 

The Yankee Candle flagship store is located in the southwest corner of the intersection of 

Elm Street and Routes 5/10/116.  The Deerfield fire station is at the northern end of this 

segment near the Route 5/10/116 and Conway Road intersection.   

 

The paved roadway and the right-of-way of Routes 5/10/116 are wide.  Given this wide 

right-of-way, there is the potential to better accommodate bikes and pedestrians with 
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facilities that are separated from the vehicular traffic.  The Franklin County Complete 

Streets Project (September 2012) examined this corridor and recommended how to make 

the roadway more bicycle and pedestrian friendly.    

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature is the wide right-of-way, and consequently the opportunity that 

this extra space along the roadway provides to improve the transportation facilities for all 

types of roadway users including bicycle and pedestrian.  

 

Findings: 

 This section of Route 116 is very automobile-oriented.  There are opportunities to 

improve the corridor for bicycles and pedestrians.     

 There is a need for a sidewalk connection to South Deerfield Center. 

 There is a sign indicating the turn on Elm Street to South Deerfield center. 

However, there is an opportunity to create more of a gateway  to encourage 

visitors to come to South Deerfield. Other ideas include installing a sign for the 

village center in South Deerfield, or a sign for the town center.  

 

Segment 5 - In Deerfield from the intersection of Route 5/10/116 and Conway Road 

(Route 116) to Saw Mill Plain Road 

 

Farmland/Developed Land (Residential) 1.4 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This segment of the Byway is very scenic.  The landscape is flat.  It is predominantly a 

farming landscape with some residential 

land use mixed in. This section of the 

Byway travels through scenic farming 

landscape.  The agriculture is crop and hay 

fields.  Because the landscape is flat there 

are long and panoramic views of the hills 

in the distance.  It is exemplary of a “flat 

rod valley” with a wooded ridge line to the 

west.  There are also some barns and other 

farming landscape features.  

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature of the section is the 

panoramic view of the neighboring scenic farmland.  

 

Findings: 

 There is a Department of Public Works salt storage structure located near the I-91 

Exit 25 on/off ramps.  This structure is out of context and has no screening. 
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Segment 6 - In Deerfield from Saw Mill Plain Road to Matthews Road (southern 

intersection with Route 116) 

 

Forest/Developed Land (Residential) .9 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

The roadway topography begins to climb in this section.  The landscape shifts from flat 

farm fields to wooded and gently sloping. It is characterized by woods with residential 

and some scattered commercial along Route 116.  The tree cover becomes denser to the 

west. The roadway also becomes more winding in the western section of the segment.  

This segment of the Byway is very scenic.  Traveling southbound Mount Sugarloaf is 

visible in the distance. 

 

Distinctive Features:  The distinctive feature is the view of the neighboring scenic 

farmland.  

 

Findings: 

 This section of the roadway is scenic.  This should be taken into account when 

road construction improvements are planned so that the rural and scenic qualities 

are preserved.   

 When guardrails are replaced or other roadway features installed, materials that 

are used should be in keeping with the rural setting whenever possible.  

 
Segment 7 - In Deerfield and Conway, from Matthews Road (southern intersection 

with Route 116) to Graves Road 

 

Forest 1.5 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

In this section, the Byway travels from Deerfield into Conway.  The topography of the 

road becomes steeper.  The road is winding and the abutting forest is thicker.  The forest 

consists of distinct and mature forest 

hemlock forest with mixed hardwood, oak, 

beech primarily with white pine. There is a 

tree canopy effect and also a forest tunnel 

effect.  There are masses of ferns in the 

understory vegetation.  There is distinctive 

fall foliage.  The Mill River travels along 

the north side of the road.  There are 

outstanding nature features and a long 

scenic view.  The roadway does conform to 

the landscape and there is a large turnout 

area in this section of the roadway.  Without 

the turnout area it is not possible to stop along the road.  The roadway is narrow and 

winding with a narrow shoulder area.  
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Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are the Mill River and the beautiful lush wooded hillsides next to 

the road.  

 

Findings: 

 This section of the roadway is also scenic.  This should be taken into account 

when road construction improvements are planned so that the rural and scenic 

qualities are preserved.  

 When guardrails are replaced or other roadway features installed, materials that 

are in keeping with the rural setting should be utilized whenever possible.  

 
Segment 8 - In Conway from Graves Road to Festival of the Hills Sign 

 

Forest/Developed (Residential) 1.0 mile 

 

Characteristics: 

The Byway emerges from the heavily 

forested landscape. The forests are 

disrupted with some interspersed 

residential homes along the route.  The 

road is also less steep. As the road 

emerges from the deeper woods, there 

are areas with long sweeping vistas of 

scenic farmland that break the forest 

streetscape.  Near Fournier Road there 

is a particularly scenic vista of farmland 

to the south of the road.  This viewshed 

has a dramatic and long view. Further 

west the landscape is wooded with 

some residential land uses.  There is a wetland area, rock outcroppings and a stone wall. 

The Audubon’s Conway Hills Property is at the western end of this section. 

  

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features in this section of the Byway are the long scenic vista of the 

beautiful farm fields and the spectacular viewshed of open farm field that is visible near 

Fournier Road.    

 

Findings: 

 The landscape is very scenic.   

 The breaks in the landscape and long scenic vistas are spectacular.  

 There are town DPW buildings located near the Conway Grammar School that are 

designed to be in keeping with the rural farming landscape. 

 

Segment 9 - In Conway from the Festival of the Hills sign to Parson’s Road 
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Forest, .5 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

The landscape along this section of the Byway is forest.  The road is narrow, steep, and 

winding.  Traveling west there is a glimpse of Conway Center through the trees on the 

north side of the road.  At Parson’s Road the view opens up to a view of a scenic farm 

field.    

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature along this section of the Byway is the rich wooded landscape 

along the roadway.    

 

Findings: 

 This is a scenic section of roadway.  

 There is a scenic agricultural field near Parson’s Road. 

 There is a large pull out area. 

 

Segment 10 - In Conway from Parson’s Road to the millstone at the eastern end of 

the Conway Center 

 

Forest/Developed Land (residential), .3 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This segment is just east of Conway Center.  

The landscape is wooded with scattered 

residential development.  There are rock 

outcroppings on the side of the road.  The 

roadway is winding and steep. There is a 

pull off area near the drive way for the 

Conway School of Landscape Design. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature on this section of the 

Byway is the view of scenic Conway Center 

as you enter the village.  

 

Findings: 

 There is sumac growing into the 

roadway that needs to be removed or 

trimmed out of the roadway. 

 

Segment 11 - In Conway from the 

millstone at the eastern end of Conway 

Center to the bridge over the Mill River 

 

Town Center (Conway Center), .5 miles 
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Characteristics: 

This segment includes historic Conway Center.  The town center landscape and 

streetscape is that of an historic small town. The town center is part of the Conway 

Center National Register Historic District.  There are town services (town hall, library 

and post office) located on Main Street with residences on Main Street as well as on the 

side streets.  Overall the streetscape pattern and land use layout is densely developed with 

the historic structures close to the road.     

 

The Field Memorial Library is located at the eastern end of Main Street and is a very 

distinctive architectural style. The Field Memorial Library was donated to the town by 

Marshall Field and named for his family.  He was born near Conway August 18, 1834. 

He was an American department store owner.  The residential dwellings are historic and 

the streetscape itself reflects the historic nature of the town center.  A streetscape 

improvement project was completed in Conway Center in 2007. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are the Field Memorial Library Building, and the historic 

streetscape in Conway Center. 

 

Findings: 

 There are many historic buildings in Conway center.  It is important that these 

features are protected and enhanced as part of the Scenic Byway. 

 

Segment 12 - In Conway from the bridge over the Mill River to the Conway 

Burkeville Covered Bridge 

 

Town Center/Industrial Development, .5 miles  

 

Characteristics: 

The next segment is at the western end of Conway 

Center.  This section of the town is more industrial 

in nature.  Oesco Inc., a company that sells 

professional equipment and supplies for growing, 

ground-keeping and gardening is located in this 

section.  There is also an historic garage located in 

this section.  In addition, there is an historic church 

which can be seen in the distance throughout this 

section.  

 

The Burkeville Covered Bridge is located within 

this segment of the Byway.  The Burkeville 

Covered Bridge is a one span variation of a Howe 

Truss with a total length of 106 feet. The 

Burkeville Covered Bridge crosses the South River 

just west of Conway Center on Main Poland Road. 



Route 116 Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan July 2013 

Chapter 2: Scenic Resources  22 

The bridge is the second covered bridge at this location being built in 1951. This bridge 

was accepted for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places on September 1, 

1988.  After years of being closed, the bridge was restored and reopened as a bicycle and 

pedestrian bridge in 2005.  

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are the long scenic view of the historic church and the Burkeville 

Covered Bridge. 

 

Findings: 

 There is dilapidated equipment being stored by businesses along the road which 

can be unsightly in some instances. 

 There are some locations along this section of the Byway where additional 

streetscape and/ or pedestrian infrastructure improvements are needed. 

 

Segment 13 - In Conway from the Burkeville Covered Bridge to Riley Road 

 

Farm/Forest Edge, .6 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

The landscape in this section is residential within an area that has farms fields and 

agricultural uses also.  The overall character is that of farm fields and forest edge. The 

roadway is narrow with very little shoulder.  The road layout is in keeping with the 

character of the area. 

 

Distinctive Features:   

The distinctive features are the scenic farm 

fields that abut the roadway and the country 

road character. 

 

Findings: 

 The shoulder along this section of 

the roadway is very narrow, but this 

appears to be sufficient for this 

section of the road and is also in 

keeping with the character.  

 

Segment 14 - In Conway from Riley Road to North Poland Road 

 

Forest, 1.7 miles  

 

Characteristics: 

Route 116 is winding and steep in this section.  The South River is next to the road.  

There is a large wetland on the north side of the road and a small pull off area just west of 

Riley Road.  The road crosses the South River.  The remnants of a stone foundation 
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(possibly that of an historic mill site) are visible from Route 116. The road is climbing 

and winding. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature is the remnants of a stone abutment of an historic mill site.  

 

Findings: 

 At the former mill site, it was not readily apparent what the stone abutment 

structures were. Additional information should be provided about the stone 

abutment structures and their history. Perhaps an historic marker could be 

installed that provides information about the site and its history. 

 There is a pull off area in this section. 

 

Segment 15 - In Conway and Ashfield from North Poland Road to Hill Road 

(eastern intersection) 

 

Farmland, 1 mile 

 

Characteristics: 

This segment is predominantly farmland.  There is a dairy farm with some scattered 

woods and residential buildings. There are some areas along this section that are forest 

that suddenly open up to farmland.  The B & C Roberts Farm is located in this section.  

There is quite an excessive amount of invasive Japanese Knot Weed that has taken over 

the vegetation and can be seen on the side of the road. 

 

Distinctive Features:   

The distinctive features are the open scenic areas of farmland throughout this section of 

the road.   

 

Findings:  

 This section is scenic there is a lot of guardrail along this section.  The use of Cor 

Ten steel guardrail should be considered as guardrails need to be replaced.   
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Segment 16 - In Ashfield from Hill Road to Creamery Road/Burton Hill Road 

 

Farmland/Forest Edge 1.2 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This section is forested and farmland edge landscape.  The South River is parallel to the 

road and stone walls. The road is winding.  There is a sign for the Bullit Reservation 

which is owned by the Trustees of the Reservations and located nearby in Ashfield and 

Conway. The Bullitt Reservation is 265 acres that was once a poor farm, and then later 

part of the country retreat of first U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union William C. Bullitt 

and his daughter Ann.  Today there are trails that connect to a larger network of footpaths 

in Ashfield and beyond.  There are historic houses that are located close to the road and 

woods with some residential.  Historic houses located close to the road. The historic 

Bullfrog Inn is located within this section. There are historic farmhouses along the way 

and views of farm-scapes. 

 

Distinctive Features: 

 

The distinctive features are the stone walls and the farming landscape that are visible 

along this section of the Byway.  

 

Findings: 

 There is a lot of guardrail through this section.  If possible during future 

construction or guardrail replacement it might be possible to convert this guardrail 

to Cor Ten so that it is more in keeping with the scenic nature of the roadways.  

 

Segment 17 - In Ashfield from Creamery Road/Burton Hill Road to Hill Road 

(western intersection) 

 

Historic Village, .2 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

There is an historic village at Creamery Road.  This section is at a crossroads with 

historic houses.  It is unique and characterized by houses that are close to the road. 

 

Distinctive Features: 

The distinctive feature is the small scale village at the crossroads at Creamery Road and 

Route 116.  It is a unique example of a rural historic development pattern.  

 

Findings: 

 This historic village pattern should be preserved and protected because of its 

unique identity. 
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Segment 18 - In Ashfield from Hill Road (western intersection) to Emmet Road 

 

Farm Field Forest Edge, .7 

 

Characteristics: 

This section of the Byway travels through farming landscape with forest edge and hills in 

the background.  The landscape has an open feel.  There is some scattered residential 

development through this section of the Byway.  

 

Most Distinctive Features: 

The distinctive features of the landscape through this section of the Byway are the open 

landscape feel and the long views of the distance farmland.   

 

Findings: 

 The landscape features are unique to the Route 116 Scenic Byway and lend to the 

character and distinctive feel of this Byway in Franklin County.  

 It is important that the rural character of the roadway and the neighboring 

landscape is preserved.  

 

Segment 19 - In Ashfield from Emmet Road to end of the western retaining wall 

 

Forest, .4 miles 

  

Characteristics: 

The landscape is forested and the roadway is steep within this section of the Byway. The 

Double Edge Theatre is within this section of the Byway.  There are also large retaining 

walls on the western end of the section.  

 

Distinctive Feature: 

The distinctive feature is the Double Edge Theatre and its renowned outdoor performance 

space. 

  

Findings: 

 The large scale concrete retaining walls are out of character in the rural landscape. 

Future reconstructions along this section of the Byway could seek ways to lessen 

the visual impact of the retaining 

walls.  

 

Segment 20 - In Ashfield from the end of 

the western retaining wall to the garage at 

the western end of Main Street  

 

Town Center (Ashfield Center), .6 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This section of the Byway travels through 
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historic Ashfield Center.  Ashfield Center is part of the Ashfield Plain Historic District, a 

National Register Historic District that was designated on September 20, 1991.  The 

historic district includes Main and South Streets and part of Buckland and Norton Hill 

Road.  The architecture in Ashfield Center is from the late 18
th

 and early 19
th

 Centuries. 

The tree-lined streetscape is pedestrian friendly with sidewalks on both sides of the street. 

There are pedestrian-oriented businesses in the town center including a hardware store, 

pizza shop, and local restaurants.  Additionally, a number of civic uses are located in the 

town center such as the town hall, fire station, and library.    

 

Distinctive Features: 

The distinctive features are the historic structures, historic street layout, and the 

pedestrian scale of the Ashfield Center.  

 
 

 

Findings: 

 The town center is of a scale that is pedestrian friendly.   

 There are some crossing locations that may be in need of curbcut improvements 

to make them safer for all pedestrians.  

 Improvements such as curbramps and or painted crosswalks would be helpful to 

pedestrian activity and safety.  

 There also may be a need for additional crosswalks to accommodate foot traffic in 

the village center. 

 

Segment 21- In Ashfield from the garage at the western end of Main Street to the 

junction of Routes 116 and 112 

 

Developed, .6 miles 

  
Characteristics: 

This section of Main Street is commercial with a gas station and other 

commercial/industrial uses.  There is also an historic barn structure that is not being fully 

utilized. This building previously served as an office for the Ashfield History Project, and 

is the former Ashfield Highway Department barn.  The Byway passes Ashfield Lake in 

this section.  The Ashfield Lake Recreation Area is a prominent feature through this 

section of the Byway. 
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Distinctive Features: 

The distinctive feature in this section is the Ashfield Lake Recreation.  

 

Findings: 

 There are some commercial uses along this section of the Byway on the edge of 

the village center, and there may be a need for additional pedestrian infrastructure 

to encourage walking in this area also. 

 There is also an historic barn structure that is not being fully utilized. 

 

Segment 22 - In Ashfield from the junction of Routes 116 and 112 to the end of the 

guardrail on west side of the road 

 

Farm, 1.8 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This segment of the Byway is agricultural and scenic.  There are long views and 

panoramic vistas of the neighboring farmland.  During the site visit there were cyclists 

riding along this section of the Byway.  The roadway has wide shoulders. 

 

Distinctive Features: 

Long views of the neighboring farmland 

 

Findings: 

 The roadway is frequently used by bicyclists.   

 There is a wide shoulder, but it does not appear to be in great condition for 

bicycling. 

 
Segment 23 - In Ashfield from end of the guardrail on west side of the road to the 

driveway at 436 Spruce Corner Road 

 

Farmland/Developed Land .5 miles  
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Characteristics: 

The Byway travels a short distance through a 

wooded area and then turns onto Spruce 

Corner Road.  The character of the landscape 

changes to the west of the intersection of 

Spruce Corner Road and Suburban Drive.  

The landscape appears to be pasture that has 

not been maintained and has grown back.  

There are wetlands with goldenrod. Stone 

walls can be seen on the south side of the 

road. Further south the landscape becomes 

more wooded. 

 

Distinctive Features: 

The distinctive feature is the long view of the field on the south side of the road. 

 

Findings: 

 There is poison ivy growing along the side of the road. 

 There is extensive stretches of guardrail.  If there are opportunities in the future 

for replacement, more aesthetically appealing Cor Ten steel options should be 

considered if funding is available and the telephone wires are prominent.   

 

Segment 24 - In Ashfield from the driveway at 436 Spruce Corner Road to 

telephone pole number 89 

 

Farmland/Forest Edge, .5 miles 

  
Characteristics: 

The landscape along this section of the roadway is forested with some breaks in the 

forest.  The forest is not as mature a forest as along the more eastern sections of the 

Byway.  The landscape is also flatter.   

 

Distinctive Features: 

The distinctive features are the rural, quiet, low volume nature of the roadway. 

 

Findings: 

 The roadway shoulder is very narrow.  

 

Segment 25 - In Ashfield from telephone pole number 89 to mail box number 1237 

 

Forest Land, 1 mile 

 

Characteristics: 

There is a stone lined driveway that accesses a house site that is visible from the Byway.  

 

Distinctive Features:   
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The distinctive feature along this section of the Byway is the forested landscape.  

 

Findings: 

The roadway shoulder is narrow through this section also. 

 

Segment 26 - In Ashfield from mail box number 1237 to the driveway and beginning 

of stone wall 

 

Farmland/Open Land, .5 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This scenic section of the Byway travels 

through an historic farmstead.  There is 

an historic school house and historic 

cemetery within this segment. Southface 

Farm is also within this section.  The 

historic cemetery has an iron gate which 

creates a scenic view along the Byway. 

 

Distinctive Features: 

The distinctive features are the scenic 

farm landscape and historic brick farmhouse. The location of the farmhouse at the curve 

in the road creates a dramatic scenic view. The historic cemetery with the iron gate also 

creates a scenic view along the Byway.  

 

Findings: 

 This section of the Byway is scenic with an historic farm scape.  There is an 

historic cemetery and scenic farmstead. 

 

Segment 27 - In Ashfield from the driveway/beginning of stone wall to the 

Ashfield/Plainfield town line 

 

Forest Land, 1.4 miles 

 

Characteristics: 

This section of the byway is a forested.  There is a 

significant area of wetland that is visible from the 

roadway and located near the intersection of Route 

116 and Cummington Road.  It is scenic and natural.  

To the west of the Cummington Road intersection 

there is a farm with grazing cows and sheep. 

Otherwise the landscape along this section of the 

Byway is forested with some scattered development.  
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Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature is the scenic natural wetland area that is located near Cummington 

Road. 

 

Findings: 

The roadway shoulder is narrow. 

 

Franklin County Regional Viewshed Areas 
The Franklin County section of the Byway has scenic views and rural streetscapes along 

the entire length.  However, there are a number of significant regional views that are 

particularly noteworthy.  These areas are listed below and shown on the Scenic Resources 

Map.  

 

 The view of the Connecticut River from the Deerfield- Sunderland Bridge. 

 The section of Route 116 along the Mill River as it climbs into Conway. 

 The section of the Byway in Ashfield that is located near Creamery Road and the 

historic South Ashfield Village. 

 The panoramic farming viewshed from the section of Route 116 and 112. 

 The Spruce Corner section of the Byway with the historic farm scape, historic 

cemetery and one room school house. 

Hampshire County 

The Hampshire County section of the Byway is 6.7 miles long and is located within only 

the town of Plainfield.  For the purpose of the scenic assessment it was divided into seven 

visual segments. The eastern terminus is at the Ashfield/Plainfield town line, and the 

western terminus is at the Plainfield/Savoy town line.  

 

The landscape through the Hampshire County section of the Byway is mostly a rural 

agricultural landscape, with pockets of village and residential development. 

Approximately, half of the route is forested (3.7 miles). The center of town in Plainfield 

includes low density residential development, town hall, a post office, and a few 

businesses. The tables below summarize the evaluation of these segments, while the 

following narrative provides more detail. 

 

Table 2-4: Visual Segment Categorization- Hampshire County 

Visual Segment Category Total Length (miles) 

Farmland / Open Land 2.5 

Forest Land 3.7 

Village / Town Center 0.5 

Developed Land 0 

Farmland / Developed Land 0 

Total 6.7 
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Table 2-5:  Visual Segment Evaluation – Hampshire County 
 

Evaluation Ranking Total Length (miles) 

Outstanding 0.5 

Distinctive 5.2 

Noteworthy 1 

Other 0 

Total 6.7 



Route 116 Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan July 2013 

Chapter 2: Scenic Resources  32 

Table 2-6:  Segment Category and Evaluation – Hampshire County  

Segment 
No.  

Starting / Ending 
Point 

Length 
(miles) 

Category Landscape 
Evaluation 

Distinctive Feature 

28 Plainfield
/Ashfield 
Town 
Line  

Jones 
Avenue 

0.4 Forest Distinctive Forested landscape 

29 Jones 
Avenue   

Central 
Street 

1.5 Farmland / 
Open Land 

Distinctive Farmhouses and fields 

30 Central 
Street  

Hill 
Street 

0.5 Village/ 
Town 
Center 

Outstanding Historic village center 
with houses and civic 
buildings 

31 Hill 
Street   

Tree-
lined 
area 
between 
Hawley 
Street 
and 
Prospect 
Street 

1.5 Forest  Distinctive Tree lined road and 
long view of the 
surrounding hills, 
facing westward 

32 Tree-
lined 
area 
between 
Hawley 
Street 
and 
Prospect 
Street  

Eastern 
end of 
Plainfield 
Pond 

1.4 Forest Distinctive Marsh, boulders 

33 Eastern 
end of 
Plainfield 
Pond 

Western 
end of 
Plainfield 
Pond 

0.4 Forest  Distinctive Pond, scenic views 

34 Western 
end of 
Plainfield 
Pond  

Savoy/ 
Plainfield 
Town 
Line 

1.0 Farmland / 
Open land 

Noteworthy Houses and open 
fields 
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Segment 28 – In Plainfield from the Plainfield/Ashfield town line to Jones 
Avenue  
 

Forest, 0.4 miles 
 
Characteristics:  

The half-mile stretch between the agricultural 

uses and the town line with Ashfield is 

forested on both sides of the Byway. During 

the fall season, this segment has spectacular 

foliage. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature is the forested 

landscape. 

 

Findings:  
No issues were noted for this segment.  

 

Segment 29 – In Plainfield from Jones Avenue to Central Street 
 

Farmland/Open land, 1.5 miles 
 

Characteristics:  
The area east of the town center is an 

alternating mixture of open fields and houses. 

A set of mature trees line the segment near its 

western portion, along with a small pond. 

Several working farms are also located along 

this portion of the Byway.  

 

Distinctive Features:  
The distinctive features are the farmhouses and fields. 

 

Findings:  
 The industrial use (Department of Transportation) facility, some barns, and 

houses are not in great condition.  There is a rundown barn. 

 

Segment 30 - In Plainfield from Central Street to Hill Street   
 

Village/Town Center, 0.5 miles 

 

Characteristics:  

Main Street in Plainfield and the historic village center stretches a half mile along Route 

116. The prominent buildings along this segment include the Plainfield Town Hall, the 

Plainfield Congregational Church, the town library, and the Plainfield Post Office. There 
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are many well-maintained homes on the 

Byway, as well as on the side streets which 

include Union Street. There are large swaths 

of open space on the south side Route 116 in a 

couple of locations, as well as a playground 

behind the town library.  A sign at the Route 

116 and Central Street intersection provides 

directions to nearby businesses.  

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature is the historic village 

center with houses and civic buildings 

 

Issues:  

No issues were noted for this segment. 

 

Segment 31 – In Plainfield from Hill Street to the tree-lined area between Hawley 

Street and Prospect Street  

 

Forest, 1.5 miles 
 

Characteristics:  

The most western portion of this segment is 

lined with planted trees on both sides, behind 

which there are large open fields that provide 

scenic views of the area. Old stone walls also 

line the road. Near Liberty Street there are a 

few small houses. On the eastern portion of 

this segment when headed westbound, the 

traveler is afforded an excellent view of distant hills. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

Tree lined road and long view of the surrounding hills, facing westward 

 

Issues:  

Stretches of prominent guardrails and local power lines, large transmission lines crossing 

over the road 

 

 

Segment 32 - In Plainfield, from the tree-

lined area between Hawley Street and 

Prospect Street to Plainfield Pond 

 

Forest land, 1.4 miles 

 

Characteristics:  



Route 116 Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan July 2013 

Chapter 2: Scenic Resources  35 

The gently-sloping road is mostly forested on both sides throughout this stretch, with 

large boulder outcroppings at various points. A large marsh area is located near the 

western portion of the segment. The intersection of Hallockville Road provides access to 

Dubuque Memorial State Forest and is also the location of a small, local convenience 

store. A couple of houses are also present at the intersection. 

  

Distinctive Features:  

Marsh, boulders 

 

Issues: None 

 

Segment 33 – In Plainfield near Plainfield Pond 
 

Forest land, 0.4 miles 

 

Characteristics:  

Plainfield Pond abuts the north side of Route 116 for approximately one half mile, while 

the south side of the road is forested. Near the road, there is a small beach that has 

swimming access to the lake. Dubuque 

Memorial State Forest is located directly north 

of the pond, providing for an excellent 

panoramic view of the surrounding forested 

landscape.  

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features in this section are the 

Plainfield Pond and the scenic views. 

 

Issues:  

There are power lines adjacent to the lake.  

 

 

Segment 34 – In Plainfield from Plainfield Pond to the Savoy / Plainfield town 
line 
 

Farm land / Open land, 1.0 mile 

 

Characteristics:  

From the Savoy / Plainfield town line, the 

most western portion of Route 116 in 

Plainfield is a mile-long segment dotted by 

houses and open fields.  The gently sloping 

road provides travelers with scenic views. The 

segment also includes a stretch of forested 

land, a small marshland area, and a local bar.  
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Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are the houses and field. 

 

Issues:  

No issues were noted for this segment.   

 

Hampshire County Regional Viewshed Area 
Three regional viewsheds were identified in the Hampshire County section of the Byway. 

Locations of these views are also shown on the Scenic Resources Map.  

 
In Plainfield near Jones Avenue 
 

There is a view of an expansive meadow near 

Jones Avenue on the south side of Route 116.  

The region’s rolling hills can also be seen in 

the distance.  The land is under private 

development protection. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Plainfield west of Hallockville Road 
 

There is a view of unspoiled marshland with 

forest as the backdrop on the south side of 

Route 116 east of Plainfield Pond and west of 

Hallockville Road. The marsh is part of the 

West Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary and safe 

from development.  

 

 
 
In Plainfield east of Stetson Avenue 
 

To the north of Route 116 east of Stetson 

Avenue, Plainfield Pond presents a long range 

view of the surrounding forested areas. 

Beyond Plainfield Pond is Dubuque Memorial 

State Forest.  

 

The view to the north of the Byway is 

permanently protected from development 

through state and private protection, as well as 

Chapter 61 which provides tax incentives to 
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private land owners for preservation purposes. The Massachusetts Department of 

Conservation and Recreation also recently bought a tract of land adjacent to the pond.  

Berkshire County  

The Berkshire section of the Route 116 Scenic Byway encompasses a dramatic change in 

topography.  In Savoy and Windsor, the elevation of the Byway is high as it travels 

through the hills and in woods.  This portion is part of the bioregion known as the 

Berkshire Highlands, and the town of Savoy refers to itself as a “hilltown”. Traveling 

west towards and into Adams, the Byway descends into the Hoosac Valley.  Through this 

section there are breathtaking views of Mt. Greylock, Massachusetts’ highest peak, as 

well as the contrasting hillside farms and thickly settled neighborhoods. The western 

terminus of the Route 116 Scenic Byway is at the Adams Commons, a small green parcel 

shaded with trees in the midst of a busy downtown area.  

 

Also, evident along this section of the Byway are the craggy, stone outcroppings which 

are remnants of the glacial activity that took place hundreds of millions of year ago and 

significantly shaped the Berkshire region.  These stone outcroppings are visible from 

both directions, and are home to plant species that grow in calcareous soils and higher 

elevations. Different formations and colors indicate the varying ages and types of 

bedrock.   

 

Equally notable are the village center of Savoy, the hills and views of Cheshire, and the 

fine residential neighborhood of Adams. The nationally designated wild and scenic 

Westfield River winds its way through the Byway corridor.  It is very visible in the 

Berkshire segment and especially within Savoy.  The thick forests surrounding the 

Byway are especially noticeable through the easternmost Berkshire segments of the 

Byway and diminish to the west and into Adams.  
 

There are many clues to the Byway’s past history in the landscape.  Savoy for example, 

was once a bustling community with a population of about 1,500. Today, it is less than 

half that, and the signs of a shrinking community are evident in the former pastures or 

fields that are now filled with secondary tree or shrub growth, and also the old stonewalls 

and cellar holes or foundations that are visible from the roadway.  

 

The landscape along the Route 116 Scenic Byway in Berkshire County was shaped by 

unique natural and cultural heritage.  There were the dramatic collisions of continental 

plates, glacial movements, erosion and scouring resulting in the weathered slopes and 

narrow river valleys of the Berkshires. Throughout the course of history, various groups 

of pioneers, whether Revolutionary War veterans or religious sects seeking greater 

religious and social tolerance settling in the sheltered hollows and valleys of the 

Berkshire Highlands and Hoosac Valley. The settlers created bustling communities on the 

Western frontier of New England, surviving on a combination of subsistence agriculture, 

natural resource extraction and industry along the swift flowing rivers. Today these 

resources are managed to meet different needs, and the landscape reflects historic use as 

well as contemporary use, such as the visible and still active limestone mine in Adams, 
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the former railroad now the Ashuwilliticook Trail, and the dense forests of Savoy and 

Windsor, suitable for a variety of recreational uses.  

 
Table 2-7:  Visual Segment Categorization- Berkshire County 

Visual Segment Category  Total Length (miles) 

Farmland/Open Land .5 

Forest 3.5 

Village/Town Center  1.5  

Developed Land 4 

Farmland/Developed Land  1 

Total 10.5  

 
Table 2-8:  Visual Segment Evaluation – Berkshire County 

Evaluation Ranking Total Length (miles) 
Outstanding .5 

Distinctive 5.5 

Noteworthy 2 

Average  2.5 

Total 10.5 

 

 

Table 2-9:  Visual Segment Category and Evaluation – Berkshire County 

Segment 
No. 

Start/End Points Length 
(miles) 

Category Evaluation Distinctive Features 

SAVOY 

35 Savoy/ 
Plainfield 
Line  

Mile 
Marker 58 

.5 Farmland/ 
open land   

Outstanding  The private pond to the north of 
the Byway.  

36 Mile 58 
marker  
 

Bergeron 
Contract- 
ing Sign 

.5 Forest  Noteworthy There is a continuous edge of 
mature forest and the 
uninterrupted state forest. 

37 Bergeron 
Contract- 
Ing Sign  

Old 
shed/barn 
(#814) 

1.5 Forest   Noteworthy 
   

The long scenic view that stretches 
west beyond the forested edge of 
the roadside. 

38 Old 
shed/barn 
(#814)  

School 
bus stop 
sign 

1.5 Open Space   
Village/ 
Town 
Center  

 Distinctive  Large area of open space with 
forested hill that create a dramatic 
background. The historic village 
streetscape of Savoy center.  The 
view of the Savoy town park and 
the open field with historic 
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structures towards the foreground.  
The Westfield River.  

39 School 
bus stop 
sign  

373 Main 
Street/ 
telephone 
pole 

.5 Developed   Average  The Tomb Cemetery located in this 
segment. 

40 373 Main 
Street/ 
telephone  

Sherman 
Springs 

.5 Forest   Average The continuous forest edge that is 
along the roadway.  

41 Sherman 
Springs  

Sign for 
Annie’s 
Daycare 

.5 Forest  Distinctive Very pronounced outcropping near 
Sherman Spring and the dense 
forest.  

42 Sign for 
Annie’s 
Daycare  

Clearing 
with 
telephone 
pole 

.5 Forest  Average The view of Mount Greylock on a 
clear day. 

CHESHIRE 

43 Clearing 
with 
telephone 
pole  

Fales 
Road 
(entering 
Cheshire) 

1.0 Forest, 
Farmland    

Distinctive Wide view of Mount Greylock, with 
Gulf Farm and pasture in 
foreground.  There are also rock 
outcroppings along the steep hill 
and bank along the road  

44 Fales Road 
to Hoosac 
(entering 
Cheshire)  

Hoosac 
High 

1.5 Developed  Distinctive The view of Mount Greylock and 
the surrounding hills.  The detour 
up Henry Wood Road offers a 
stunning panoramic view of Mount 
Greylock and open pastures. 
Stafford Hill, a scenic and historic 
area in Cheshire, is visible from the 
Byway 

45 Hoosac 
High 

Elm Tree 
Farm 
(entering 
Adams) 

.5 Developed  Average  View of Mount Greylock  

ADAMS 

46 Elm Tree 
Farm to 
Glenn 
Street  

Glenn 
Street 

1.0 Developed    Distinctive  Views of Mount Greylock, St. Stan’s 
Cemetary, glacial outcroppings, and 
a meadow, pasture and field with 
an historic barn.   

47 Glenn 
Street  

Town 
Common 
(end of 
the 
Byway) 

.5 Village/ 
Town 
Center  

Distinctive Historic homes and the views of 
Mount Greylock.   
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Segment 35 From the Plainfield/Savoy town line to the ‘Mile 58’ marker 

 

Farmland/open land, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  

The landscape along the Byway is gently sloping through this section. It is primarily 

forested.  There are also private residences that have open lawns or fields.  There are 

several well kept homes at the eastern end of this section that are interspersed with forest 

edges. There are also fields that are edged with 

older growth trees. There are signs indicating to 

travelers that they are entering Savoy and the 

“Beautiful Berkshires.” There are older stone 

walls and wooden fences, along with open 

meadows dotted with younger, successional 

tree species. There is also farm activity that is 

visible and includes grazing horses. In that fall 

there is a distinctive foliage display on the 

deciduous trees. Additionally, there are visible 

areas of abundant ferns and wildflower that 

catch the eye. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature in this section of the Byway is the pond that is to the north of the 

just west of the Savoy sign. 

 

Findings:  

No issues were noted for this segment.   

 

Segment 36 - From the Mile 58 Marker (heading west) to the driveway and sign for 

Bergeron Contracting 

 

Forest, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  

Gently sloping topography, road is lined with 

distinct, older forests, with few openings. Visible on 

the shoulder are concentrated areas of ferns, dotted 

with wildflowers. A variety of deciduous tree 

species, including aspen and maple, would display 

distinctive fall foliage. Special evidence of human 

care taking can be seen in mown meadows visible 
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near drive ways, and one can also see farmhouse and barn.  
 

Distinctive Features:  
The distinctive feature of this section of the Byway 

is the almost continuous edge of mature forest 

which is indicative of the location within the 

Berkshire Hills.   This Byway segment is within an 

elevated hill town that is characterized largely by 

swaths of uninterrupted state forests.  

 

Findings:  

None 

 

Segment 37 - From the Bergeron Contracting Sign  to the driveway at 814 Main 

Street (old shed/barn) 

 

Forest, 1.5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  

This segment includes the private Ziemba Drive and both ends of Loop Road, which 

provides access to the Shady Pines Campground, the Savoy School, and historic Savoy.  

The topography is rolling and the landscape is densely forested with distinctive or mature 

trees.  There are also visible hemlock stands in some areas. Additionally, there are 

distinctive rock outcroppings that are remnants of the 

powerful land and glacial movements that shaped the 

Taconic Range and Hoosic Valley. There is a long 

view down the roadway in both the east and west 

directions. The landscape also has areas of lush ferns 

and wildflowers.  The foliage is striking in the autumn. 

Traveling east there is a pasture with barn and grazing 

horses that is visible, and there is special evidence of 

human care seen in brief glimpses of unique sculpture 

features.  A brook can be seen framed in trees 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature through this section of the Byway is the long scenic view that 

stretches west beyond the forested edge of the roadside. 

 

Findings:  

 There were areas along the Byway where litter can be seen in a roadside brook.   

 There are piles of topsoil and different kinds of gravel in the shoulder that are out 

of place.   

 The utility lines are visibly prominent. 
 



Route 116 Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan July 2013 

Chapter 2: Scenic Resources  42 

Segment 38 From driveway at 814 Main Street (old shed/barn) to the School Bus 

sign (west of the directional sign for Route 8A)  
 

Open Space Village/ Town Center, 1.5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  

This segment includes the Town of Savoy Park sign, west of the town offices and east of 

the Savoy Hollow General Store.  There is also a crossing of the Westfield River, an old 

gas station and the Hilltown Hose Company.  

 

The topography of the Byway flattens in this 

segment as the Byway travels through an area of 

plain.  However, there are larger hills and 

mountains around the plain.  This creates a 

dramatic effect sweeping up on the sides of the 

Byway. Traveling east there is also a sweeping 

view of a large wetland and riparian corridor.  

There are historic barn structures, as well as 

buildings that are distinctive because of their 

New England vernacular. There are two 

locations with distinctive stone walls. One looks 

like an old foundation or cellar hole and the one with stone terraces for a garden.  

Heading east or west, travelers can also see the church steeple from a distance.   
 

Distinctive Features:    

There are a number of distinctive features in this section of the Byway. There is a large 

area of open space with forested hills in the background that create a dramatic landscape 

effect. The Savoy village center has a historic streetscape that includes a historic church 

and the Savoy Hollow General Store. Additionally, there is a view of the Savoy town 

park and the open field with historic structures toward the foreground. The Westfield 

River creates a scenic view as the interplay of curves in roadside and landform (hills). 

The folding outcroppings are also distinctive features along this section of the Byway.   

Findings:  

 Some of the historic buildings in this segment would benefit from repairs and 

restoration of superficial repairs, such as new paint, siding or façade 

considerations.  

 A guard rail at one of the river crossings is heavily rusted.  

 Visually prominent and obtrusive utility wires visible. 

 

Segment 39 From the school bus sign to 373 Main Road (also identifiable by the 

utility wire pole in the middle of a clearing) 

 

Developed Land, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  
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This section of the Byway is primarily developed land 

to the north. To the south of the Byway is 

predominately forested with mature trees.  The 

forest areas have distinct edges and openings that 

are partially filled with successional tree and shrub 

species. Looking west, there is a long view toward a 

prominent hill. It is evident along this segment that 

the residential development is fairly limited to what 

is visible from the roadway itself and that behind 

these cleared properties remains dense forest. 

 

Distinctive Feature:  

The distinctive feature in this section is the ‘Tomb Cemetery’. 

 

Findings:  

 There are some utility lines that are prominent.  Explore opportunities to relocate 

or reconfigure these utility lines so that they are less obtrusive to Byway 

viewshed.  

 

Segment 40 - 373 Main Road (also identifiable by the utility wire pole in the middle 

of a clearing) to the pull off at Sherman Springs 

 

Forest, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic: This segment begins as a slight 

incline. There is a pond that is visible from the road 

but has access limited by private buildings located 

in front. The slight incline levels out at a pull off for 

‘Sherman Springs: Savoy’s Answer to Perrier’. This 

is a public water spring managed by a nearby 

property owner. Also visible along this segment are 

stretches of abundant fern and mature forest edges. 

 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature in this section is the continuous forest edge along the roadway.   

 

Findings:  

 There are prominent utility lines and telephone poles in this section of the Byway. 

There may be opportunities to relocate or reconfigure these utility lines so that 

they are less obtrusive to Byway viewshed.  
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Segment 41 - From Sherman Springs to the sign for Annie’s Daycare (mail box has 

light house structure on it) 

 

Forest, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  

This section of the Byway has dense and distinctive forest. At Sherman Springs there are 

interesting rock outcrop features that are complemented by a wooden fence.  The rock 

outcroppings are located across the Byway from the Highway Department. The decent 

towards Adams and the river valley begins in this segment.  

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features in this segment are the 

rock outcroppings near Sherman Springs, and the 

dense forest.    

 

Findings:  

 There are some utility poles and utility 

wires that are very prominent 

 The Savoy Highway Department structure 

is out of context and visible along this 

section of the Byway.   

Segment 42 - From the sign for Annie’s Daycare (mail box has light house structure 

on it) to clearing with telephone pole 

 

Forest, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  

Westbound the topography changes dramatically and begins to descend toward Adams. 

Traveling east, the Byway continues a steady ascent into the higher elevations of Savoy. 

Along the Byway there are noticeable clearings that are vegetated with younger, 

successional trees, and shrubs. It is also possible to catch a glimpse of the crown of a 

prominent hill that is covered mostly with conifers. Additionally, it is possible to catch a 

glimpse of Mount Greylock on a clear day. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature through this section of the 

Byway is the distant view of Mount Greylock 

from the highest point on a clear day. 

Findings:  

 There are areas of worn pavement. 

 There are also prominent utility lines. 
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Segment 43 - Clearing with telephone pole to Gulf Farm, at Stewart White Lane.  

 

Forest/Farmland, 1.0 mile 

 

Characteristic:  

The Byway crosses into Cheshire from Savoy at the town line which is marked with a 

sign.  The winding road becomes noticeably steeper crossing from Savoy into Cheshire.  

At the town line, there is a field that is dotted with 

glacial erratics and outcroppings.  The remarkable 

view of the summit of Mount Greylock also becomes 

visible. Gulf Farm is partially visible from the town 

line.  

 

Distinctive Features:  

There are a number of distinctive features along this 

section of the Byway including: a view of Mount 

Greylock; pasture that is framed by mountains and 

farm buildings; rock outcroppings along the steep hill and bank; and the steep topography 

of the road.  

 

Findings:  

 The road condition here begins to show maintenance deterioration, also noted as a 

concern by Cheshire Highway Department.  

 Also, the house immediately in the foreground of the Greylock/pasture view is a 

contemporary, modular ranch style and does not fit the landscape context.  

 

Segment 44 - From Fales Road to Hoosac High School.  

 

Developed/Farmland, 1 mile 

 

Characteristic:  

A long view of Mount Greylock is visible through much of this segment. The notable 

landscape features are the residential properties 

that are well tended.  Some have noteworthy 

mature forests along the edges of the parcels.  

Traveling west through this section of the Byway, 

the view of Mount Greylock and the surrounding 

hills become wider and more visible. Toward the 

end of this segment, at Hoosac High, the view 

really opens up. At Hoosac High the viewshed 

includes Mount Greylock, the surrounding 

mountains, and also Stafford Hill, an area that is 

significant to early Cheshire history. Additionally, 

there is a stunning panoramic view of Mount Greylock and open pastures that can be seen 

by taking a short detour from Route 116 onto Henry Wood Road.    
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Distinctive Features:   

The distinctive features along this section of the Byway are the views of Mount Greylock 

and the surrounding hills, and also Stafford Hill, a scenic and historic area in Cheshire.  

The stunning view of Mount Greyloack and the surround pastureland that can be seen 

from Henry Wood Road is a distinctive feature of this segment. 

 

Findings:  

 There are low hanging utility lines that are visible from the Byway and distract 

from the view.  There may be a way to adjust these lines so they are not 

obstructing the scenic view.  

 

Segment 45 - From Hoosac High School to Elm Tree Farm (passing into Adams at 

town sign) 

 

Developed Land, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic:  

Headed east through this segment, there is a 

beautiful meadow with a mountain view in the 

background.  Headed west, Mount Greylock and its 

associated foothills and neighboring mountains are 

still prominently within the viewshed. Further west 

within this section, the topography becomes more 

rolling.  

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive feature within this section of the Byway is the view of Mount Greylock.  

 

Findings:  

 The Hoosac High School structure does not fit the landscape context. 

 

Segment 46 From Elm Street Farm to Glenn Street, passing by St. Stan’s Cemetery 

and Leonard Street 

 

Developed Land, 1 mile   

 

Characteristic:  

At Leonard Street, there is a noticeable change in the topography and landform. The road 

is no longer winding, but is rolling into Cheshire.  As the Byway descends further down 

Orchard Street in Adams, the landscape becomes more densely settled although it is not 

as densely settle as the final segment in downtown Adams. Many of the homes were built 

in the 1950s or 1960s, but there are also a few noteworthy historic structures from the late 

19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries. There are mature street trees lining the roadway and the front 

yards of the residences along the way. Traveling west, the forest edge and meadows 
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behind some of the homes can be seen, as well as a view of the distinctive summit of 

Mount Greylock. Traveling either east or west, the lovely older street trees with unique 

profiles and canopies are a prominent part of the 

scenic character of this segment. There is also a 

view of St. Stan’s Cemetery and glacial outcrops. 

 

Distinctive Features:  

The distinctive features are that are within this 

section of the Byway are: the continuing distant 

views of Mount Greylock; the views of St. Stan’s 

Cemetery and the associated glacial outcrops; a view 

of a beautiful meadow, old pasture or agricultural 

field that has hosts an old barn right before Elm Street Farm; and also the mature tree 

lines street of the residential neighborhood.      

Findings:  

 There is an older farm house that looks dilapidated, and it is not clear if it is 

occupied or vacant. The farm house is historic (from the late 18
th

 or early 19
th

 

century) and has the potential to be restored and lovely.   

 The guardrails along this section of the Byway are very prominently located.  

There are also prominently located utility wires that detract from the scenic nature 

of the Byway.   

 There are some inappropriately placed and styled buildings closer to Mount 

Greylock. 

 There is a visible are of erosion on the mountainside.  

 There is also a limestone mining operation that is noticeable from the Byway and 

detracts from the scenic nature of the roadway. 

 

Segment 47 Descending from Glenn Street to the town common in Adams  

 

Village/Town, .5 miles 

 

Characteristic:   

The western terminus of the Route 116 Scenic Byway is at a busy intersection, with the 

town common, the Plunkett School, a 

McDonald’s Drive-Thru and a Big Y grocery 

store all vying for attention. There are Victorian 

ear historic homes located in either direction that 

are part of the Summer Street Historic District. 

There are also two old churches, now the Mason 

Lodge and the Adams Elks Lodge, and an older 

brick building that looks like it could have been 

mill housing located near this terminus. There are 

modest views of Mount Greylock, and signs 

directing travelers to the Ashuwiliticoook Rail Trail and Route 8. 
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Distinctive Features:   

The distinctive features are the view of Mount Greylock, the historic homes and the 

Summer Street Historic District. 

Findings:  

 There are loose low utility lines that distract, especially in areas where they 

cross the street, from the scenic nature of the Byway.  

 The McDonalds and the Big Y do not fit the landscape or town center 

context.  

 The limestone mining operation in Adams is visible.    

 Litter was visible in some places, including the Adams town common. drink 

containers. 

Berkshire County Regional Viewsheds 
Six regional viewsheds were identified in the Berkshire County section of the Byway. 

Locations of these views are also shown on the Scenic Resources Map. 

 

Savoy Mountain State Forest 

The Savoy Mountain State Forest is largely known for Tannery Falls, Burnett Pond and 

Bog Pond.  Visitors can camp and access a sandy beach. Recently, the area was noted by 

the Boston Globe to be one of the best camping experiences in New England. Tannery 

Falls itself is the highest waterfall in the state, and Bog Pond offers visitors access to the 

unique ecology, with plant and wildlife distinctive of the New England bog.  
 

Stafford Hill (Turn at Stafford Hill Road) 

From Stafford Hill Road, a detour off of the Byway there is a lovely view of Cheshire’s 

rolling hills and the green mountains above Adams. Also 

visible is the mining operation in Adams. Continuing onto 

this road, visitors can turn onto a narrow lane marked 

‘Cheshire Monument’. An acre or so of lawn enclosed in 

trees hosts a stone pavilion with remarkable views of 

Mount Greylock. This monument was erected in the 20
th

 

century in honor of Cheshire’s earliest settlers, who 

moved west from Rhode 

Island to found ‘New 

Providence’. Also very 

noticeable from the Stafford 

Hill are very defining and 

distinct hedgerows along 

Cheshire’s hills and fields. 

Also of interest on Stafford 

Hill is the state Wildlife 

Management Area, as well as 

expansive, open meadows 

filled with a variety of 

grasses and wildflowers.  
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Windsor Road  

Continuing on Stafford Hill, the Byway traveler 

will arrive at an intersection with East Main Street. 

The structures at this intersection are distinctive of 

later 17
th

 century or early to mid 18
th

 century 

vernacular—the homes and farms of Cheshire’s 

earlier settlers. Turning onto East Main Street, and 

heading toward Cheshire’s town center, the traveler 

is greeted with expansive views of agricultural 

fields: sweeping meadows and pastures, dotted with 

farm and residential structures that better fit the 

landscape context than those immediately on Route 

116. These sweeping views of open field are framed 

on both sides by mountains, including a dramatic view of Mount Greylock.  
 

Wells Road 

Wells Road serves as a cut through from 116 into the center of Cheshire. It offer stunning 

views of the mountains and open spaces. Arriving in Cheshire, one can see the rail trail, 

the Cheshire Cheese Press Monument, as well as a message board for Appalachian Trail 

thru hikers.  

 

Henry Wood Road-Bucklin Road 

This is another side road directly on the Byway. Turning onto 

Henry Wood Road offers lovely views of sweeping fields 

and pastures, as well as a sloped hill crowned with mixed 

forest cover and a dramatic center view of Mt. Greylock. 

Here, as on Stafford Hill and East Main, the traveler may 

really gain a sense of the middle, agrarian landscape framed 

by hillsides and mountains, very reminiscent of Addison 

County or the Mad River Valley in Vermont.  

 

Stewart White Road-Burlingame Hill  

Steward White Road offers unique views of pastures dotted with glacial till and glacial 

erratic, along with the contented grazing of angus cattle. Sweeping fields and dramatic 

views of Mt. Greylock make this a unique viewshed, directly accessible from the 116 

Scenic Byway.  
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Issues and Recommendations 

Issues: 
 

 Roadway features such as guardrails and utility lines can detract from the scenic 

qualities of the roadway. 

 The Byway is generally of a width and scale that is in keeping with the existing 

topography and compliments the natural landscape. 

 There are prominent and visually appealing features of Plainfield Pond, the marsh 

just east of Plainfield Pond, and the panoramic view provided by open meadows 

east of the village center.  

 The long portions of Byway that run through forested areas provide a visually 

appealing tunnel effect. 

 There are some locations in the Village Centers where the historic streetscapes are 

in need of enhancement. 

 There are some historically significant buildings that are in need of restoration.  

 Scenic views of historic sites, natural areas, wetlands, and ponds are not 

complemented by information about these sites. 

 In the Hampshire County section of the Byway, the majority of development, 

especially housing, is well maintained. However, some commercial structures are 

not contextual with the scenery of the Byway, and some houses are rundown or in 

poor repair. 

 In Berkshire County, there are some buildings that have been inappropriately sited 

or are out of context with the scenic character of the Byway. 

 Signage indicating directions to certain destinations off the Byway, such as 

Hawley Bog and Dubuque Memorial State Forest, does not currently exist. 

 There are areas where clusters of dying or dead trees, overgrown vegetation, and 

non-native species detract from scenery of the Byway. 

 

Recommendations: 

 
 Identify important vistas along the Byway that are a priority for protection for the 

communities. 

 Acquire conservation restrictions, agricultural preservation restrictions (APRs) or 

fee interest in scenic, agricultural or natural lands from willing land owners to 

permanently protect important vistas along the Byway.   

 Support existing land trust and conservation organizations, including the Mass 

Audubon Society, the Franklin Land Trust and Hilltown Land Trust in purchasing 

of scenic easements, agricultural preservation restrictions, and conservation 

restrictions from landowners to protect scenic areas.  

 Identify the locations of existing pull-off areas along the Byway and develop 

ways to improve the safety, utility and signage at these locations. 

 Establish new safe turn-out sites at ecological, architectural, historic and scenic 

locations to allow travelers to stop and enjoy views, read informational signage 

and markers and access the recreational opportunities found along the Byway. 
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 Encourage the use of transportation infrastructure and roadside utilities 

(guardrails, retaining walls and telecommunications facilities) that are sensitive to 

the scenic nature of the Byway. 

 Consider the practicality of burying utility lines and do so where feasible.  

 Seek funding to support village center historic preservation efforts to assist 

property owners with the restoration, rehabilitation and maintenance of 

architecturally and historically significant buildings. 

 Improve informational signs to highlight points of interest; alert travelers to 

important historic, cultural and natural features; and attract travelers to the town 

centers and small business. 

 Review signs located along the Byway and particularly in the more populated 

areas in order to identify locations where there may be sign clutter and 

recommend improvements. 

 Encourage commercial establishments to use landscaping, signs and building 

designs that complement the rural, natural, historic and scenic quality of the 

Byway. 

 Promote sign and façade improvements and restoration that enhance the 

distinctive quality of each of the town centers, tie each streetscape together, 

improve the historic character of the buildings in each town and help communities 

market their businesses and village centers. 

 Encourage Byway towns to improve their site plan review bylaws to foster 

development that is sensitive to the natural, scenic and historic features of the 

Byway. 

 Develop model sign bylaws that could be adopted by towns to encourage signs 

that are of a design and scale that enhances the character of the town centers and 

complements the scenic nature of the Byway. 

 Develop a model byway overlay zoning district bylaw that could be adopted by 

the towns along the byway to preserve the scenic character.  

 Create a Route 116 Scenic Byway primer for towns that includes design 

guidelines for buildings, façade improvements and restoration ideas, main street 

revitalization tools, and model bylaws. 

 Encourage communities to adopt “smart growth” tools, which include village 

center zoning, open space residential development, transfer of development rights, 

conservation restrictions, scenic easements, and greenbelts. 

 Promote adoption of a telecommunication bylaw to maintain existing scenic 

character. 

 Promote development bylaws that require landscaping standards and tree 

preservation. 

 Work to develop commercial development performance standards that address 

landscaping, tree preservation, and architectural design.  

 Work with town officials to pass the Community Preservation Act to establish a 

mechanism for funding and preserving historic properties and protecting open 

space.  

 Emphasize development near existing village centers to prevent spoiling of 

natural beauty on the rest of the Byway. 
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 Work with owners of properties to prepare nominations and obtain listing on 

National Historic Register.  

 When appropriate, consider removing dying or dead trees and replace when used 

as a screen or buffer. Selectively maintain vegetated buffers surrounding visually 

striking landscape features in an ecologically sensitive manner. Work with local 

organizations to selectively cull non-native plant species scenic focal points and 

restore with native plant species.
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ROUTE 116 SCENIC BY WAY CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Segment Evaluation Form 

Visual Segment Category: 

Farmland/Open Land Farmland/ Developed Forest Village/Town Center Developed 

(circle one) Land 

Location Town ____________________________________ Road Name/Route 

______________________________ 

Visual Segment GPS Numbers: Beginning Point ________________ Ending Point 

___________________________ 

Beginning Land Mark ______________________________________ Ending Land Mark 

_______________________ 

 

Scenic Landscape Features  South North Comments  

Landform / Topography    

1. Flat     

2. Gently Sloping     

3. Rolling    

4. Steep     

5. Mountainous    

Vegetation    

1. Distinctive or Mature Forest    

2. Field or Forest Edge    

3. Contiguous Forested Area    

4. Significant Single Tree/Stand of Trees    

5. Rows of Trees or Hedgerows    

6. Forest Tunnel Effect    

7. Masses of Wildflowers or Ferns    

8. Distinctive Fall Foliage    

Water     

1. Lakes and Ponds     

2. Marshes or Wetlands     

3. Rivers or Brooks     

4. Waterfalls    

5. Unbroken Riverfront    

6. Historically significant water feature associated with 

industrial heritage 

   

Fields / Open Spaces     

1. Crop    

2. Hay    

3. Pasture    

4. Orchard    

5. Other (Please Describe)    

Rock/Geologic    

1. Cliffs    

2. Boulders or Outcrops    

Special Views    

1. Panoramic    

2. Long View    

3. Distinctive View of water/forest/farm/village    

4. Outstanding Natural, Cultural or Historic 

Feature/Site 

   

Proximity of Human Activities    

1. Nearby and visible farm activity    

2. Nearby and visible village activity    

3. Nearby and visible recreation activity    

4. Special evidence of human care taking    

Road Fit    

1. Road conforms to land form and landscape    

2. Road scale, width, material fitting    

DEVELOPED LAND: □ Residential Subdivision □ Commercial Development,  □ 
Industrial  



Route 116 Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan July 2013 

Chapter 2: Scenic Resources  54 

 

Scenic Landscape Features (cont.) South North Comments  

Human-Built Features     

1. Picturesque Farmsteads     

a. farmhouse    

a. barn    

b. corral    

c. other     

2. Covered and Other Scenic Bridges    

3. Stone Walls and Wood Fences     

4. Cemeteries    

5. Other Constructed Focal Points - Historical / 

Industrial / River Related Structures  

   

a. Historic commercial building(s)    

b. Historic mill building(s) or complex    

c. Historic residential neighborhood    

6. Historic District    

7. Distant Village or Steeple    

8. Single Preserved Historic Building    

9. Picturesque Village/Town Center    

a. green space (common, setback areas)     

b. mature, well lined street    

c. well maintained homes/building/property    

d. outstanding architecture    

e. other (please describe)    

Ephemeral (Transitory Features)    

1. Migrating Wildlife    

2. Grazing Livestock    

3. Other    

Total Number of Scenic (Positive) Landscape Features    

Misfit Landscape Features East West Comments  

Landscape Scars     

1. Lumbering Scars or Slash    

2. Erosion    

3. Gravel and Sand Mining Operations    

4. Prominent Utility Lines, Corridors, Substations or 

Cell towers 

   

Buildings and Other Structures     

1. Inappropriate or Dilapidated Buildings/Property    

2. Inappropriate Gas Stations & Auto Repair Shops     

3. Large or Inappropriate Signs     

4. Unsightly Culverts      

Buildings and Other Structures     

1. Junkyards and Landfills    

2. Storage Tanks     

3. Structures Out of Context    

4. Road not Conforming to Landscape    

5. Prominent/Inappropriate Guardrails    

6. Bridge that hides view or river, water or other    

Land Use    

1. Inappropriate Strip Commercial Development    

2. Strip Residential Development    

3. Out of Context Industrial Uses     

4. Visible Pollution    

Total Number of Misfit (Negative) Landscape Features    

Directional Total Sum of Scenic (+) and Misfit (-)    

SEGMENT SCORE (East + West Totals/2)    
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