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Date: March 26, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Location: JWO Transit Center, 12 Olive Street, Greenfield, MA 

Duration: 2 hours 

Facilitator: Jerry Lund, Chair 

 
Attendees: 

 Jerry Lund, Chair, Leyden At-Large 

 Ted Cady, Warwick Planning Board 

 Charlie Olchowski, Greenfield At-Large 

 Joan Rockwell, Colrain Planning Board 

 Chuck Washer, Shelburne Select Board 

 Cam Stevenson, Shelburne Planning Board 

 Joe Strzegowski, Conway Planning Board 

 Lloyd Crawford, Hawley Planning Board 

 John Baronas, Deerfield Planning Board 

 Tom Miner, Second Vice Chair, Shelburne At-Large 

 Don Sluter, Whately Planning Board 

 David Barten, Conway Planning Board 

 John Ryan, New Salem At-Large 

 Gisela Walker, Charlemont Planning Board 

 Hugh Field, New Salem Planning Board 
 
Staff: 

 Peggy Sloan, Planning Director 

 Gretchen Johnson, Planning Grant Administrator 

 Mary Praus, Land Use Planner 
 

 
1 – Introductions: Jerry Lund (Chair) 

J. Lund, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. A round of introductions 
followed.   
 

 
2 – Review and Approval of January 22, 2015 FRPB meeting minutes 

T. Cady MOVED to approve the January 22, 2015 FRPB minutes.  G. Walker 
SECONDED.    The motion PASSED.   
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3 – Presentation and Discussion on Franklin County Farm and Food System 
Project and MA Food System Plan: Mary Praus, FRCOG  

M. Praus gave a PowerPoint presentation.  She stated that the focus of the Franklin 
County Farm and Food System Project is to increase local food production and to 
increase consumer access to local food.  A survey of farmers was conducted in winter 
of 2013-2014 and findings were released in the Spring of 2014.  M. Praus reviewed the 
survey results.  The top ten products produced by the respondents are: 

 Hay 

 Vegetables 

 Fruit and berries 

 Eggs 

 Beef 

 Maple 

 Poultry 

 Herbs 

 Dairy 

 Pork 
 
The respondents reported that 54% sold less than $25,000 from their farms while 46% 
sold more than $25,000.  The products were primarily sold from their own farm stands, 
directly to stores or at a farmers market.  When asked about the barriers to selling 
products in Franklin County, the top responses were lack of time to look for new 
markets and the belief that many people can’t afford to buy local produce in Franklin 
County.  The latter finding helped drive the Produce Pricing Assessment, which M. 
Praus said would be discussed later in the presentation. 
 
Additional summary survey findings include the top responses to what is needed for 
farmers to process more of their produce, including purchasing equipment/facilities 
and/or their farm was too small to use a processing facility.  The survey asked about the 
level of interest in a dairy processing facility in Franklin County.  The most concentrated 
interest was from the farms in Northern Central Franklin County.  Interest in a small-
batch poultry processing facility in the region was evenly distributed throughout the 
County.  Additional types of farmland desired included cropland, pasture, hay, orchard, 
sugarbush and woodlots.  Most farmers replied that they do not have a transition plan 
for their farm, with a high percentage of farmers in the 45 to 60 year old bracket.  The 
survey inquired about types of assistance that would be beneficial such as, acquiring 
additional farmland, training, food processing, etc.  Every farmer who indicated interest 
in assistance has been contacted by one or more organizations, e.g., CISA, land trusts.   
 
Three workshops have been co-sponsored by the FRCOG related to assistance 
requested by farmers: Farmland Access Info Night held on February 4, 2014 and co-
sponsored by Land for Good and CISA; Farm Succession Info Night held on June 25, 
2014 and co-sponsored by Land for Good and Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, 
and Legal Services Food Hub, co-sponsored by Conservation Law Foundation. 
Additional contacts are occurring as opportunities arise.  Many additional efforts have 
been identified from this project, and some are already underway.   
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A produce pricing assessment was conducted.  The purpose of the assessment was to 
address affordability barriers cited in the Farmers Survey and in the North Quabbin 
Food Access Survey.  The assessment examined costs for in-season produce from 
nearly 1,600 data points.  A price comparison, with information on sources of produce 
and availability was completed.  M. Praus reviewed a snapshot of price findings which 
concluded that, in many cases, the farmer’s market prices are comparable to 
supermarket prices.  Prices for onions, peppers, tomatoes, organic lettuce and organic 
tomatoes had lower prices at the farmer’s markets than supermarkets.  A draft 
marketing slogan and tag line were created: “Fresh and Local; Local Flavor doesn’t 
have to cost more”. Planning Board members offered input on the slogan and tag line. 
 
M. Praus then moved onto the MA Food System Plan. She stated that the goals of the 
Massachusetts Food System Plan are: 

 Increase production, sales and consumption of Massachusetts grown food 

 Create jobs and economic opportunity in food and farming, and improve the 
wages and skills of food system workers 

 Protect the land and water needed to produce food 

 Reduce hunger and food insecurity 
 
The MA Food System Planning project has the following working groups: 

 Access, Social Justice and Pubic Health 

 Farming 

 Fisheries 

 Land 

 Urban Agriculture 

 Processing 

 Distribution 

 Inputs (waste, water, energy) 
 
The emerging recommendations include: 
Land 

 Restore and/or reclaim some woodlands for agricultural production 

 Modify the APR program to allow smaller parcels and additional uses to qualify 
for this program 

 Provide farmer access to state and/or municipal owned land 
 
Farming/Production 

 Replace federal regulations of meat slaughter with state regulations 

 Provide education to Boards of Health (BOHs) on agricultural practices and work 
toward more consistency between local BOHs 

 Fully fund the Extension Service and supply farmers with on-farm technical 
assistance 

 
Food Access, Social Justice, and Hunger 
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 Lower the barriers to people using SNAP, such as not requiring a photo ID 

 Increase local, fresh food procurement in schools as a means to increasing 
access for children 
 

Inputs 

 Encourage more utilization of the MA Farm Energy Program 

 Increase funding for on-farm renewable energy infrastructure 

 Provide incentives/tax credits for farm ecological services 
 
Processing 

 Move meat slaughter regulations oversight and enforcement from DPH to MDAR 

 Conduct an inventory and assessment of vacant buildings and commercial 
kitchens and their viability for food processing use 

 
Distribution 

 Strengthen existing brands such as “MA Grows and Fresher” to encourage more 
local procurement 

 Require federal hunger assistance programs to source their food within the 
country, not from foreign growers/processors 

 
M. Praus asked for feedback.  Comments included: 

 Current Farm Bill has benefits for Veterans 

 Cross referencing percent of APR farms and those farmers who don’t have a 
transition plan or successor might be good data to have 

 Put an emphasis on eating locally grown food 

 Research prices with regards to transportation and labor costs for food 
production 

 Target moderate income families as well as low income  

 Add “support local economy and farmers” in the marketing campaign 

 Use number of miles food is trucked in on the media campaign rather than the 
prices of the vegetables 

 Use the words “shop in season” for the media campaign 

 Suggest offering a seconds stand for local food 

 Advertise the media campaign at social assistance programs 

 Create a land matching program 

 Encourage solar to go on landfills and sub prime farmland rather than prime 
farmland 

 Create a Regional slaughterhouse 

 Encourage local food use in the schools and hospitals 
 
J. Lund thanked M. Praus for her presentation.  A round of applause followed. 
 
 

4 – Update on the FERC Relicensing of the Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage 
Facility and First Light’s Request for Temporary Increase in Storage and 
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Generating Capacity: Tom Miner, FRPB  

T. Miner stated that the FRCOG, Connecticut River Watershed Council and others 
submitted comments to FERC on failings of the Full River Reconnaissance study.  
FERC ruled in January that First Light is required to prepare an addendum for the 
missing deliverables.  No new information was deemed necessary for FERC to make a 
decision, however.  FERC indicated that the University of Illinois information in the 
FRCOG comments on the limits of models will be considered when reviewing the 
causation study findings.  First Light responded in February.  Comments can be 
submitted on their response until April 4th.  Many of the sites that First Light has 
identified as stable are showing active erosion.  First Light convened a meeting on 
March 4, 2015 to discuss the addendum.  A letter was sent to FERC observing that First 
Light had not been responsive to requests to discuss bank stabilization project 
prioritization for this year.  A meeting with First Light on project prioritization will be held 
April 16, 2015.   
 
More relicensing study reports will be completed by September, 2015.  Comments on 
those studies will be due in November.  In December, First Light is expected to file a 
preliminary license application with FERC.  The actual license application is expected to 
be filed in April 2016.   
 
T. Miner thanked FRCOG staff, CRWC, Kimberly Noake MacPhee, John Bennett and 
Sam Lovejoy for their efforts on this project.  Discussion followed concerning neutral 
third party review or preparation of the studies becoming a requirement.   
 

 

5 – Update on the Proposed Kinder Morgan/TGP Pipeline Project and Open 
Houses: Peggy Sloan, FRCOG and Jerry Lund, Chair FRPB  

P. Sloan stated that Kinder Morgan has released resource reports on the proposed 
pipeline project.  She stated that she is in the process of reviewing them.  The FRCOG 
is preparing GIS maps and data of resource areas along the pipeline route.  A Regional 
Pipeline Advisory Committee has been formed.  The primary purpose of the Committee 
is to help affected towns understand the FERC process, how to participate in the FERC 
process, and how to prepare if the project goes forward.  Measures to address related 
to noise levels, safety training for first responders, air quality monitoring, operational 
hours, etc. may be negotiated.   
 
The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission shared a Scope of Work to provide 
technical assistance to their communities.  The FRCOG is looking to coordinate efforts 
with Franklin County towns.  Towns that are interested will likely need to allocate 
funding to fund these efforts.  The work being conducted currently is being paid for 
through a Local Technical Assistance grant, but it is limited.  A Regional Planning 
Agency (RPA) group has been formed as well with Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
New York RPAs to share resources and information.   A handout was passed around 
listing potential studies to evaluate the impacts of a pipeline.  P. Sloan asked for input 
on the list of studies that will be requested during the FERC Scoping Process for the 



Page 6 of 6 

 

EIS.  Several of the RPAs have coordinated to apply for a grant to offer some training 
and workshops for municipal Conservation Commissions.   
 
P. Sloan stated that the Kinder Morgan Resource Reports are available on a CD.  P. 
Sloan restated that the FRCOG role is to provide technical assistance and information 
to the towns.   
 

6 –Other Topics not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of the 
meeting/Adjourn: Jerry Lund, FRPB 

C. Olchowski suggested that the FRCOG take an active role in the Bear Swamp Pump 
Storage FERC Relicensing process.  P. Sloan stated that she will add that to the FRPB 
Executive Committee agenda to discuss further.   
 
Copies of the handouts are available.  Please contact G. Johnson at 
gjohnson@frcog.org or 413-774-3167 x126. 
 
The next meeting will be held on April 23rd, 2015.   
 
T. Cady MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 p.m.  G. Walker SECONDED the 
motion.  The motion was UNANIMOUSLY approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted by:  
 
 
________________________________________ 
 
Tom Miner, FRPB Clerk 

mailto:gjohnson@frcog.org

