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FRCOG Bicycle Parking Program
Location and Installation Guidelines

Communities participating in the FRCOG Bicycle Parking Program must install

the racks in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and the location

guidelines described below.

Eligible Locations

The FRCOG endeavors to ensure that bicycle racks provided through this program will be

accessible to the public at large. Therefore, racks may only be located at the following

destinations:

 Town Centers / Central Business Districts

 Public Buildings

o Town Halls or municipal offices

o Libraries

o Schools

o Courthouses

o Post Offices

o Public Hospitals

o Public meeting rooms

o Public housing

 Transit stations and bus stops

 Recreational facilities

o Parks, ball fields, sports courts, pools

o Outdoor performance areas

o Shared use paths / biking trails

Parking Availability

All of the locations listed are good places to offer bicycle parking . The following table offers

suggestions for how many bike parking spaces should be provided at various destinations.

These are just rule-of-thumb recommendations; your particular locations may warrant more

or less parking than suggested. If you observe bikes attached to fences, posts, or railings,

consider installing additional bike parking.
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Bicycle Parking Space Recommendations

Land Use Bike Spaces

Housing 1 per dwelling unit or per 3 lodging rooms

Libraries and museums 1 per 10 automobile spaces

Colleges, high schools,

and middle schools

1 per 4 employees

plus 1 per 4 students

Elementary schools and

pre-schools

1 per 10 employees

plus 1 per 10 students above Grade 2

Hospitals, senior housing

and nursing homes
1 per 20 employees

Recreational areas 1 per 10 automobile spaces

Commercial districts 1 per 10 automobile spaces

Adapted from FHWA Course on Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation

Short-term Parking

Short-term bicycle parking is for use of a few hours or less. The majority of eligible locations

listed above need short-term bike parking, including town centers, schools, libraries, and

recreational facilities.

Short-term parking should be installed within 50 feet of the entrance to the destination, if

possible. Bicycle parking should be as close as, or closer than, the nearest car parking

space. It should not interfere with pedestrian traffic.

Short-term parking should be installed in visibly prominent locations. If bicyclists are

unaware of the parking equipment, it won’t be used. Highly visible locations also deter

bicycle thieves. At sites with several buildings, or at buildings with several main entrances,

bike parking should be distributed to serve all buildings or main entrances.

Long-term Parking

Long-term bicycle parking is for extended use of several hours or days. Employee parking

areas, transit stations and bus stops are all good locations for long-term bike parking. Long-

term parking should be covered to protect bicycles from the weather and should be located

in a visible location or in a locked enclosure to deter theft.
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Rack Placement

Racks should be placed to provide easy, independent bike access. Locations should leave

enough room around the rack to allow bicyclists to maneuver their bikes in and out easily.

Racks should have a minimum of two contact points for bikes, allowing them to lean against

the rack without falling over. The minimum distance between individual racks or between

posts within large racks should be 3 feet, allowing room for 2 bikes to be secured to each

rack element. Racks should also be 3 feet away from a wall. If racks are not properly

spaced, bicyclists use only one rack element per bike, reducing the effective capacity.

The minimum separation between aisles should be 5 feet. This provides enough space for

one person to walk one bike. In high traffic areas where several users may park or retrieve

bikes at the same time, a wider aisle of 6 feet is recommended. Large rack areas with high

turnover rates should have more than one entrance to facilitate circulation.

Rack Installation

All bicycle parking racks should be anchored so that they cannot be stolen with the bikes

attached. Vandal-resistant fasteners can be used to anchor a rack to the ground, or racks

can be anchored in the ground with concrete. Anchoring may not be necessary for racks that

are so large and heavy that they cannot be easily moved or lifted with bicycles attached.

Communities participating in the FRCOG Bicycle Parking Program must install the racks in

accordance with these guidelines and the manufacturer’s instructions.

Contact Information

Please address any questions about the FRCOG Bicycle Parking Program to:

Laurie Scarbrough

Transportation Planning Engineer

lscarbrough@frcog.org

413-774-3167 x 139 (phone)

413-774-3169 (fax)

Franklin Regional Council of Governments

12 Olive Street, Suite 2

Greenfield, MA 01301-3318


