
FRCOG 20th Anniversary  

Highlights 



1997: We become the FRCOG 

“After today, Franklin County is dead. 
Long live Franklin County.” was The 
Recorder headline that announced the 
abolishment of the Franklin County 
Commission and the emergence of the 
new Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments as of July 1, 1997.  This 
summer we will highlight many of the 
projects, programs and policies the 
FRCOG with our member communities 
have championed over our past 
twenty years.   

  

 



2008: Park and Ride 

Today's FRCOG history fact: In 2008, FRCOG's Transportation 
Planners released the region's first Park and Ride Study as part of 
our mission to encourage multi-modal transportation and 
improve air quality. Over the years, that study resulted in the 
creation of three official Park and Ride lots -- one in Whately, one 
in Charlemont, and one in Greenfield. 

 



2005: Town Accountants 

In 2005 the FRCOG responded to the 
request of our towns to start a 
regional Town Accounting Program. 
The program began with just four 
towns and 2 part time staff, and has 
grown to six hardworking staff (shown 
below) who spread out to twelve town 
halls across the county each week. To 
learn more about the 
program: http://frcog.org/program-
services/town-accounting-program/ 
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2006: Shared Public Health Nurse 

– From the 20th Anniversary files.. In 
2006, FRCOG was chosen by Buckland, 
Conway and Deerfield to host a shared 
public health nurse for the two towns. 
Lisa White, RN has been in this role for 
over ten years now, and is based out of 
a home office in the Deerfield Town 
Hall (pictured). The program has since 
merged with the Cooperative Public 
Health Service, and Lisa now serves 11 
towns with regular office hours and 
wellness clinics, home visits, infectious 
disease control, and close 
collaboration with the schools. For 
more on our public health nursing 
program: http://frcog.org/program-
services/cooperative-public-health-
services/ 
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2002: Regional Growth 
Management Plan 

In 2002, FRCOG worked on the 
creation of the Western Millers River 
Watershed Growth Management Plan. 
This project initiated discussions 
among the Orange, Erving, Warwick, 
and Wendell Open Space Planning 
Committees and identified specific 
community preservation strategies to 
help the towns develop in a manner 
that would retain their unique 
characteristics. 

 



2008: Canalside Trail 

As part of the 
Franklin County 
Bikeway, the 3.7-
mile Canalside Trail 
and East Deerfield 
parking lot were 
completed in 2007, 
with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony 
held on May 30, 
2008 at the Great 
Falls Discovery 
Center.  



2011: Strathmore Clean up 

In 2011, the Town of Montague was 
awarded a loan and subgrant totaling 
$330,000 from the FRCOG Brownfields 
Clean-up Fund. This award financed 
the clean-up the debris pile from the 
collapse of burned Building #10 at the 
former Strathmore Mill.   

  

 



2002: Kringle Candle 

Today's 20th Anniversary Memory:  
In 2002, FRCOG worked on the 
creation of the Western Millers River 
Watershed Growth Management Plan. 
This project initiated discussions 
among the Orange, Erving, Warwick, 
and Wendell Open Space Planning 
Committees and identified specific 
community preservation strategies to 
help the towns develop in a manner 
that would retain their unique 
characteristics. 

  

 



1999: County Roads 

Today's FRCOG 20th Anniversary Fact: 
Due to the abolition of many County 
governments across the 
Commonwealth starting in 1997, the 
issue of how to address changes to 
county roads emerged. FRCOG hosted 
a public forum and formed a 
committee on the future of County 
Roads in 1999 to provide 
recommendations to the legislature. A 
law was passed that kept control of 
County Road actions with the FRCOG, 
and this role remains an important 
part of the work of our Executive 
Committee 



2004: Mohawk Area Public 
Health Coalition 

From the 20th Anniversary Files: 
In 2004 there was concern about bio-
terrorism across the nation. Locally, 
the Boards of Health of Franklin 
County selected the FRCOG to host the 
region's new federally-funded public 
health preparedness coalition. 
Thirteen years later, the coalition of 
local public health leaders continues to 
come together to plan and prepare for 
a wide variety of public health 
emergencies, including mosquito-
borne disease, pandemic flu, and 
anthrax.  
Web link: http://frcog.org/program-
services/emergency-preparedness/ 
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2006: 15th Annual Youth Conference 
at Great Falls Middle School 

In 2006 the 15th Annual Youth 
Conference was held at the Great Falls 
Middle School. FRCOG’s Partnership 
For Youth (formerly known as the 
Community Coalition for Teens) has 
supported this regional youth 
leadership gathering, planned by and 
for youth, since 1991.  



2016: WRHSAC Active 
Shooter Symposium 

Turning back the clock about 18 
months, today's FRCOG Anniversary 
memory is from our 13 years of service 
as the host of the Western Region 
Homeland Security Advisory Council 
(WHRSAC). In March 2016 WRHSAC 
and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), hosted an 
informational symposium on active 
shooter incidents in March at the 
Deerfield Academy. More than 600 
people from throughout western 
Massachusetts representing multiple 
disciplines including, law enforcement, 
fire, emergency medical services, 
hospitals, schools, colleges and 
businesses, attended the event. For 
more on the Council: 
http://wrhsac.org/ 



2001: First Brownfields 
Clean Up -- Colrain 

In 2001, the FRCOG provided a loan to 
the Town of Colrain to do a 
brownfields clean-up of the Upper Mill 
site. This was the first of seven sites 
that have been remediated of 
hazardous contamination using 
financing or grants, as funded by US 
EPA awards to the FRCOG. 

 

 

Photos:  

Above: upper mill  site in 2001 

Below: site in 2004 



2011: Berkshire East Solar 
Farm in Hawley 

During our twenty years of existence, solar power has become a big part of what we work on with our member 
towns,in a number of different ways -- zoning, Green Communities applications, and commercial and municipal 
projects. In 2011 in the town of Hawley, our Cooperative Inspection Program inspected and permitted Berkshire 
East's new Solar Farm. For more on renewable energy at the resort: http://berkshireeast.com/berkshire-
renewable-energy/  
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2010: Regional Dog Kennel 
Planning Begins 
After surveying all 26 towns about 
their challenges in meeting the state’s 
new animal control requirements in 
2010, FRCOG convened a working 
group to come up with a regional 
solution. In 2011 the group received a 
Community Innovation Challenge 
grant to create a regional dog kennel 
and adoption center hosted by the 
Franklin County Sheriff's Office. Pre-
release inmates contributed hundreds 
of hours of work to the rehabilitation 
of a former storage building in 
Montague, and the Adoption Center 
now serves 19 Franklin County towns 
and has found new homes for 
hundreds of dogs, while helping these 
towns affordably and professionally 
manage stray and neglected dogs. For 
more details and to see the available 
dogs: http://fcrdogkennel.org/home.ht
ml 
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