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Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership (MTWP) Advisory Committee Meeting 

July 11, 2017 

Berkshire East Ski Lodge, 66 Thunder Mountain Road, Charlemont, MA 

Staff: Alyssa Larose, Tom Matuszko, Bob O’Connor, Deirdre Rose, Peggy Sloan 

Members Attending: Hank Art, Tom Brule, Rick Chandler, Greg Cox, Larry Flaccus, Beth Girshman, Kyle 

Hanlon, Stacy Kontrabecki, Nathan L’Etoile, Ed Munch, Joe Nowak, Jim Perry, Mark Phelps, Walt Quist, 

Keith Ross, Whit Sanford, Scott Sylvester, Thomas Jeffrey, Gisela Walker, Wendy Ferris 

Others Attending: Dwayne Breger (UMass CEE), River Strong (UMass CEE), J. Parrott (DOER), Richard 

Stafursky (Species Forest, Inc.), Nicole St. Clair (New England Forestry Foundation), Bill Van Doren 

(Spatial Informatics Group) 

1. Introductions 

P. Sloan commenced the meeting at 6:00 p.m. A round of introductions followed. 

2. Review and Approval of March 7, 2017 Meeting Notes 

At 6:03 p.m., Kyle Hanlon motioned to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2017. Ed Munch 

seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mark Phelps abstaining from voting. 

3. Update on Legislation for a Special Designation for the MTWP Region 

T. Matuszko reported that with Rep. Cariddi’s unfortunate recent passing it is unclear when the 

legislation will proceed. He noted the project team had met with her recently and she had been 

enthusiastic about the MTWP project. The legislation was assigned to the Environment, Natural 

Resources, and Agricultural Committee, which Rep. Cariddi Co-Chaired. The legislation is now in a 

holding pattern while the Committee is re-organized.  P. Sloan noted that the public hearing expected 

for this summer will not likely happen until the fall. T. Matuszko will pass along any information once 

more is known.  

4. Presentation on Forest Carbon Market Opportunities for Municipalities in Western Massachusetts 

Bill Van Doren from Spatial Informatics Group (SIG) presented on forest carbon market opportunities for 

Massachusetts landowners. Currently SIG is working on an aggregate project with the cities of Holyoke, 

West Springfield, and Springfield, with funding from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and 

Environmental Affairs. Van Doren explained the two types of carbon markets – compliance and 

voluntary – and how credits are determined for a parcel of land. Van Doren explained how carbon 

market projects are developed and the associated timeframe. He noted that projects are complicated, 

and start-up costs can be high. Voluntary carbon markets tend to work best for small to moderate sized 

projects. 
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Van Doren answered questions from Committee members. For the average landowner in the MTWP 

region, aggregation is necessary to take advantage of carbon markets. An entity needs to step in to 

allocate risk and develop the aggregation scheme. It is not insurmountable to do an aggregation project 

and there are small aggregates up and running. Typically, a minimum of 4,000 - 5,000 acres is needed for 

an aggregation project. The risks need to be understood up front, and carbon credit prices can fluctuate 

over time. The California market has been relatively consistent. For voluntary markets, a buyer would 

need to be found ahead of time to lock in prices for a specified period of time. For an aggregate project 

of 5,000 acres, set up costs would be approximately $80,000. The minimum number of years for a 

project varies by program, but ranges from 25 years to 40 years.  

5. Presentation on a Study of the Market Potential for Cross Laminated Timber in Massachusetts 

B. O’Connor introduced Nicole St. Clair from the New England Forestry Foundation (NEFF). NEFF 

received a U.S. Forest Service grant to survey wood product markets to determine where there might be 

new opportunities. NEFF contracted with Poyry Global based in Finland to assess the wood supply and 

investment potential for engineered wood products in New England. The study focused on cross 

laminated timber (CLT), a newer technology that can replace concrete and steel in larger building 

projects and can be used in modular construction. The study found that the single family housing market 

is saturated with wood products, but larger residential, school, office, and college building projects don’t 

currently use a lot of wood, and represent an opportunity.  

St. Clair explained that Boston is experiencing a housing shortage, but mid-level, mid-priced housing is 

expensive to build. The result is either luxury housing or subsidized housing. Using CLT could help lower 

the cost of construction for mid-range housing. Using locally-produced CLT in urban areas could also 

help raise awareness of the important forest resources that are close to these areas. Currently, only five 

mills in North America produce CLT, mostly for project-based orders. Europe has developed much of the 

CLT supply and is using CLT in construction.  

The study found that New England could participate in the CLT market and has some of the right wood 

species. UMass Amherst is currently testing different wood types such as Hemlock and other local 

softwood species. The study took a conservative approach to evaluating the supply of hemlock in the 

region’s forests, and found that there is enough volume to sustainably support one or two CLT mills in 

New England. NEFF is now working with UMass Clean Energy Extension on a forest impact and life cycle 

analysis using CLT.  

St. Clair noted that the international building code has been changed to allow the use of wood in larger 

buildings. The MA building code can be changed as well, particularly as fire marshals are educated about 

the fire resistant qualities of CLT. The construction industry is interested in CLT because of the fast 

construction time for building using modular pieces. The amount of energy to build a steel and concrete 

building is much more than a wood building. Substitution of steel and concrete with wood could be part 

of the global climate solution to reduce GHG emissions.  

St. Clair answered questions from Committee members. Concern was voiced about focusing on hemlock 

due to its slow growth rate and stress from pests (Woody Adelgid). St. Clair noted that it is not the only 
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species being studied, and that white pine is also being considered. A question was asked whether 

hardwoods are ever used in CLT. St. Clair answered that softwoods are preferred.  

6. Update on the UMass CEE Wood Heat and Air Quality Study 

D. Breger from UMass gave an update on the wood heat and air quality studies being conducted by 

UMass. More extensive presentations were given at a previous meeting about the studies. UMass 

Professor Rick Peltier has deployed the mobile air monitoring truck to one site this past heating season 

at the Amherst College book depository. Monitoring was successful in terms of logistics and equipment 

functioning, and determining emissions from the stack. Data is still being processed. The results won’t 

be published until monitoring at all sites is completed after next heating season. UMass is looking for 

sites to monitor, and Breger asked Committee members to contact him with suggested sites in the 

MTWP region.  

UMass CEE is working with 14 of the 21 towns to analyze heating loads of town buildings and to 

determine where renewable thermal and energy efficiency improvements may be helpful. River Strong 

was introduced to speak more about the project. Strong noted that for Green Communities or towns 

pursuing Green Communities designation, UMass is completing a more comprehensive analysis.  

Breger and Strong answered questions from the Committee. Breger affirmed that sites selected for air 

quality monitoring will be modern wood heating systems, as well as three conventionally fired oil 

systems. The air quality monitoring truck will be parked at each site for approximately two weeks. 

7. Other Topics not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of the meeting/ Committee Member 

or Public Comment/ Adjourn 

T. Matuszko asked for reaction and feedback about the meeting, and whether Committee members 

would like to continue to meet even if there is nothing to report on concerning the MTWP legislation. D. 

Rose noted that the U.S. Forest Service is still very interested in the project. A discussion followed with 

ideas about how to better inform the public about the MTWP project. There was consensus among the 

Committee to continue meeting and to invite speakers to present on different topics related to the 

project. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for October and will focus on tourism and recreation.  

An announcement was made that the Franklin Land Trust received a grant to publicize wildlife forestry 

in the region and to promote the purchase of local wood.  

A comment was heard from a member of the public objecting to any forest management activities.    

At 8:24 p.m., Kyle Hanlon motioned to adjourn the meeting. Nathan L’Etoile seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

 


