
Passenger rail service  

is returning to Greenfield! 

How do we take advantage of this opportunity  

to boost our economy? 

Greenfield’s train station circa 1920  Greenfield’s train stop in 2014 
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Current Passenger Rail Service 

Amtrak’s Vermonter connects north to St. Albans, VT, 

and south to New Haven, New York, Philadelphia, 

Washington D.C. 

 Current Ridership and Schedule:    FY2012 Annual 
Ridership  

Daily Schedule 
Northbound/ 
Southbound 

Typical Friday 
departure from NYC 
Penn Station 

Springfield 143,605 (approx. 393 
per day, includes 
east-west ridership) 

3:15 pm /  
2:40 pm 

Departs 11:33 am 
$42 one way 
3 hr 27 min duration 

Amherst 12,945  
(approx. 35 per day) 

4:20 pm /  
1:19 pm 

Departs 11:33 am 
$55 one way 
4 hr 47 min duration 

Brattleboro 17,410  
(approx. 48 per day) 

5:10 pm /  
12:31 pm 

Departs 11:33 am 
$55 one way 
5 hr 37 min duration 
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A New Vision for Passenger Rail 

Benefits of Restoring Passenger Rail Service 

along the Connecticut River Line: 

 Improved connections 

 Reduced overall travel time 

 Improved on-time performance 

 Estimated to increase in ridership 

 Part of New England High Speed Rail Vision 

 

 
Source: http://www.massdot.state.ma.us/portals/20/docs/NewEngland_HSR_Vision.pdf 
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Reduce travel time 

by 25 minutes 

Improve on-time 

performance 

Estimated 24% 

increase in ridership 



New Passenger Rail Service 
Status and Expectations: 

 Track improvements are underway 

 New stops to be established  in Holyoke, 

Northampton, and Greenfield 

 Amtrak service expected to begin in 2014 

 Current daily schedule expected to continue 

(i.e. one train in each direction per day) 
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Economic Development 

How do we capitalize on this opportunity for… 

 Supporting the continued revitalization of 

Downtown Greenfield? 

 Attracting more visitors to Downtown 

Greenfield and throughout Franklin County?  

 Fostering greater connections between 

major metro areas and Franklin County? 

 

FRCOG Presentation 



Passenger Rail as a 

Gateway to the Region 

What is the traveler's first impression when getting 

off the train? 
 

Rutland, VT Example:  

FRCOG Presentation 



Planning for 

Downtown 

Planned 

 Complete Streets 

 Outdoor informational 

kiosk 

 Hope St. and Olive St. 

sidewalk reconstruction 

and plantings 

Proposed 

 Downtown parking 

structure 

 Sustainable Greenfield 

Master Plan – TOD 

 Conway School of 

Landscape Design 

Bank Row designs 
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Current Amtrak  

Marketing   

Source: www.amtrak.com/ccurl/450/367/Amtrak-Ethan-

Allen-Express-Vermonter-Train-Route-Guide.pdf  
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Examples of efforts in other regions 

 

To Support Downtowns:   

 Downtown Vermont by Rail 

(Vermont) 

 

 Amtrak’s Downeaster 

(Maine) 
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(Source: www.vermontvacation.com) 

http://www.vermontvacation.com/


Amtrak’s Downeaster 
“Your car-free connection to a variety of exciting destinations” 

 Five daily round-trips between 

Portland and Boston, with a 
recent expansion north to 

Freeport and Brunswick (two 

daily round-trips). 

 Developed and managed by 

a public transportation 

authority created by Maine 

State Legislature. 

 Various promotions and 

specials – “Train to Maine”, 
student discounts, etc. 
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“Business owners hope  

Downeaster brings customers” 
 

PressHerald.com, 10/8/2012 (www.amtrakdowneaster.com/station/brunswick) 

http://www.amtrakdowneaster.com/station/brunswick


Examples of efforts in other regions 

 

To Support Beyond Downtowns 

 Killington Shuttle(Vermont) 

 Public Transit in Rutland (Vermont) 

 Inn to Inn (Vermont) 
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Beyond Downtown Examples 

Private Transit:  Killington Express Shuttle 

“Take the train and then leave the driving to us!” 

(www.killingtonexpressshuttle.com)  
 

Public Transit:  Marble Valley Regional Transit 

District’s Diamond Express  

“This Commuter Bus will let you discover all the fun 
in the Rutland-Killington area without getting back 

in your car.”  (www.thebus.com/routes/rkc.htm) 
 

Private Tours:  Inn to Inn Vermont 

Itineraries for visitors to walk, hike or bike from inn to 
inn, with a facilitator who picks them up at the train 

station and transports their luggage.  

(www.inntoinn.com/self_hike.htm) 
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Other Opportunities  

 New option for the approxmiately,1,400 
boarding students traveling to the local 
independent schools. 

 Easier, car-free connection for Franklin County 
residents to access metro areas –  

 Businesspeople serving metro area clients  

 Retirees looking to travel 

 Young families seeking to move to a more 
affordable, high quality of life area 

 What about Northampton, Holyoke, and 
Springfield’s plans?  Could there be coordinated 
marketing of the Valley? 
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How do we take advantage of this 

opportunity to boost our economy? 

Greenfield’s train stop in 2014 
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Contact:  

Jessica Atwood, Senior 

Economic Development 

Planner (jatwood@frcog.org) 

Alyssa Larose, Land Use 

Planner (alarose@frcog.org)  

mailto:jatwood@frcog.org
mailto:alarose@frcog.org

