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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Weston & Sampson, on behalf of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) and 
the Town of Erving, performed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) on a 
commercial property located at 8 Papermill Road in Erving Massachusetts (the “Site”). This ESA 
was funded through a Brownfields Assessment Grant provided by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to evaluate selected various properties in the Franklin 
region of the state. This property was identified by a Brownfields Steering Committee, 
comprised of representatives from a number of the municipalities in the Franklin Region, 
regional organizations and local banks.   
 
This ESA was performed in general accordance with ASTM standard E1527-05 and meets 
EPA’s proposed All Appropriate Inquiry (AAI) standard.  The ESA included an environmental 
databases search, review of local, state, and federal regulatory agency files, and a limited 
reconnaissance of the Site and vicinity for potential off-Site contamination sources. No sampling 
or other intrusive activities were conducted as part of the ESA. Additionally, an evaluation for 
the presence of suspected asbestos-containing material (ACM), lead-based paint (LBP), or radon 
gas was not part of the scope of work. 
 
The major findings of the Phase I ESA are as follows: 
 

• The Site is located within a residential and undeveloped area of Erving. The Site is 
currently vacant and is the location of a former paper mill. The Site includes the former 
paper mill building and a number of undeveloped lots located adjacent to the building and 
on the opposite side of Millers River.   

 
• The plant buildings still exist on Site, are vacant, and are in relatively good condition. 

 
• There have been a number of historic releases at the Site.  Two Release Tracking 

Numbers (RTNs) exist for the Site including RTN 1-16322 due to a release of 
transformer oil and RTN 1-14612 in October 15, 2002 due to surficial impacts of 
petroleum.  Both RTNs have been closed out.   

 
• The eastern edge of the Site is immediately downgradient of the Erving Landfill.  While 

groundwater from the landfill has some contaminants at low concentrations, the landfill is 
under an ongoing monitoring program and the data is reported to DEP on a regular basis. 

 
• A number of potential Recognized Environmental Concerns exist including the presence 

of some dumping on a parcel located south of the river, historic site use, and the potential 
of additional impacts in the area of historic fuel storage, transformers and an area of 
artificial fill located east of the Site building.   Additionally, asbestos containing materials 
were observed within the building. 

 
Weston & Sampson recommends a Phase II ESA to evaluate soil and groundwater at the Site. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Weston & Sampson was contracted by the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) 
to perform a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) on the former Millers Falls 
Papermill located at 8 Papermill Road in Erving, Massachusetts (see Figure 1) as well as 
associated parcels of land surrounding the facility (hereinafter referred to as the “Site”). This 
ESA was funded through a Brownfields Assessment Grant provided by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to evaluate selected properties in FRCOG’s region.  
Properties are nominated by the constituent communities, in this case the Town of Erving, and 
approved by a Brownfields Steering Committee composed of representatives from a number of 
the municipalities, regional organizations and local banks.   
 
The current owner of the property is Tower Investments LLC.  The owner is interested in 
redeveloping the Site and therefore, prior to redevelopment, the owner granted permission to 
conduct this Phase I ESA in support of the redevelopment effort.  This Phase I also summarizes 
available environmental studies, including previous environmental investigations conducted at 
the Site.  Those studies, discussed in Section 5.0 of this report, include a 2007 study by Tighe & 
Bond, and a 2002 study by Environmental Compliance Service, Inc. (ECS) and URS.  
 
The ESA was performed in accordance with the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process 
(Standard Practice E 1527-05), as developed by the American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM), the Oil and Hazardous Material Release Prevention and Response Act, Massachusetts 
General Law Chapter 21E (MGL c. 21E) and in general accordance with EPA’s All Appropriate 
Inquiry (AAI) standard.  The ESA included an environmental database search, review of local, 
state, and federal regulatory agency files, and a limited reconnaissance of the Site and vicinity 
for potential off-Site contamination sources.    

1.1 Purpose 

 
This assessment utilized the general quality principals and practices towards the preparation of 
this report that incorporated suggested methods under the ASTM.  The term “recognized 
environmental condition” (REC) referenced in the ASTM refers to “the presence or likely 
presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products on a property under conditions that 
indicate an existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of hazardous 
substances or petroleum products into structures on the property or into the ground, groundwater, 
or surface water of the property.”  The ASTM definition does not include “de minimis” 
conditions, which generally do not present a threat to human health or the environment and that 
generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of the 
appropriate government agencies.  Therefore, de minimis conditions are not considered RECs. 
 
The ESA includes the following tasks: 
 

• Review of an environmental database search report for sites identified on databases 
including National Priorities List (NPL); Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA); Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA); emergency response notification sites; and state spill, release, and landfill sites.  
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• Review of files at the Town Assessor’s Office, Library and Fire Department.  Review of 

chain of title from the County Registry of Deeds website. 
 

• Site reconnaissance to observe conditions exposed at ground surface for evidence of 
previous and current property usage, and indications of environmental impact (e.g., 
stressed vegetation, staining, etc.).  

 
• Reconnaissance of surrounding properties to identify potential off-Site sources of 

contamination. 
 
In accordance with the approved scope of work, Weston & Sampson did not conduct any 
subsurface sampling and analysis at the Site or collect samples for suspect asbestos-containing 
material (ACM), lead-based paint (LBP), or radon gas.  This ESA was performed in accordance 
with the limitations and exceptions identified in Section 10.0 of this report. 
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Ownership and Location 

 
Site Owner: Tower Investments, LLC. 
Site Occupants:  Unoccupied/vacant 
Site Location:   8 Papermill Road, Erving, MA 01344 
County:   Franklin County 
Parcel ID:   Map: 4 Lot 32-35  
Latitude/Longitude:  42° 34' 44.4714" North 

72° 29' 10.6794" West 
UTM Coordinates:  4,717,130 meters North 

706,290 meters East  
Size:    Approx 45 acres 
 
The Site is located south of Route 2 on Papermill Road in Erving, Massachusetts - see Figure 1, 
Locus Map.  The Site is comprised of multiple parcels primarily located north of the Millers 
River in the Town of Erving and a couple of parcels located south of the river in the Town of 
Montague.  The former paper mill building is located north of the river (see Figure 2, Site Plan).  
Area receptors are shown in Figure 3 and the parcels are presented in Figure 4 as well as in a 
figure from the owner, included in Appendix A (along with the user questionnaire). 

2.2 Current Use of the Property 

The Site is composed of 8 parcels of land; Map 4, Parcels 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36 in Erving and 
Map 31, Parcels 3, 4 and 6 in Montague, see figure in Appendix A.  Parcels 33 and 34 have since 
been incorporated into Parcel 32 and Parcel 36 was consolidated in Parcel 35.  All parcels are 
undeveloped except the former paper mill building located on Parcel 32.   
 
The Site area totals approximately 45 acres and the Site building is approximately 220,000 
square feet. According to the town assessor records the Site is zoned as “Central Village District; 
the undeveloped section of Parcel 32 is classified as Rural Residential. The Site building was 
formerly a paper mill that included a paper press area, a boiler room, shipping and receiving 
areas and office buildings.  The building appears to have been constructed at different times but 
the paper mill building is contiguous.  Historically a dam across Millers River was the source of 
power and the penstocks still remain.  The dam washed out; however, the remains of the dam 
were still observed.  A small separate pump house also remains and was observed east of the 
main building.    
 
The Site sits on a hill side sloping down steeply to Millers River.  The Site building was build on 
a flat area that appears to have been created by blasting portions of the hillside and 
leveling/filling to create a flat area.  A Site Plan is provided as Figure 2, and an aerial photograph 
is provided as Figure 4.  

2.3 Description of Structures, Roads, Other Improvements on the Site 

The paper mill complex consists of multiple connected rooms that had a variety of functions.  As 
shown in Figure 2, the entrance area was primarily offices, which connected to the former 
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equipment storage and paper cutting areas and paper machine areas.  Other areas of the building 
included the refiners, an electrical shop, a dye area, machine shop, stockhouse, baling room, fuel 
storage, boiler room and wastewater treatment room.  The building ranged from one story to 
three stories and also included a discontinuous basement.  There was also a chimney stack that 
used to be part of the boiler room heating system.  A spacious parking area is located in front of 
the facility where two docking areas for truck loading are placed on each side of the main 
building.  A tunnel (partially lowered roadway) connects the parking lot with an open area that 
has the fuel storage building and to the eastern portion of the Site.   
 
The buildings are intact and dry suggesting that the roof does not appear to have leaked.  There 
was evidence of minor damages due to vandalism (broken windows, spray paint, cut piping). The 
inside of the building is mostly empty. Some equipment such as the water fire system, a 
groundwater sump pump system management, two fuel Above-Ground Storage Tanks (ASTs), 
and two boilers are still present in the facility structures. The access to the Site is from Papermill 
Road off Route 2.  

2.4  Current Uses of Adjoining Properties 

The Site is abutted to the north by Route 2 and primarily undeveloped land.  The Erving Landfill 
abuts the Site to the east.  The Millers River abuts the Erving Parcels to the south and 
undeveloped land abuts the west with residences to the northwest.  On the Montague side, the 
Site parcels are abutted by Millers River to the north and by railroad to the west and south and by 
undeveloped land to the east.  An aerial photograph of the Site and vicinity is provided as Figure 
4. 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 
 
Weston & Sampson provided Mr. Tom Sharp of the Town of Erving with the User 
Questionnaire. Mr. Sharp completed and returned the questionnaire to Weston & Sampson.  A 
copy of the user questionnaire is included as Appendix A. 
 
Weston & Sampson is working for the FRCOG and the Town of Erving.  A preliminary title was 
included however a valuation and other real estate information are beyond the scope of work of 
this Phase I ESA.  Historical Information is provided in Sections 4.0 and 5.0 of this report 

3.1 Environmental Liens 

The user reported that she is unaware of any environmental cleanup liens against the property 
that are filed or recorded under federal, tribal, state or local law.   

3.2 Activity and Use Limitations 

The user reported no Activity and Use Limitations on the property.   

3.3 Specialized Knowledge   

The user reported no specialized knowledge related to the property or nearby properties.  

3.4 Commonly Known or Reasonable Ascertainable Information 

The user reported specialized knowledge related to the property or nearby properties.  
Specifically that the previous site history as a paper mill is well known.    

3.5 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues 

This task was beyond the scope of the Phase I, however, any future construction and or   
development at the Site could require management of soil and/or groundwater should a 
reportable condition per the Massachusetts Contingency plan (MCP) be discovered due to 
potential contamination at the site.  There were two Release Tracking numbers (RTNs) for 
portions of the site and these are discussed in more detail in Section 4 and 5 of this report.    

3.6 Degree of Obviousness of Contamination 

The user did not report any knowledge of the presence or likely presence of contamination at the 
Site. 
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4.0 DATABASE SEARCH REPORT AND MUNICIPAL RECORDS 

4.1 Standard Environmental Record Sources 

Weston & Sampson contracted Environmental FirstSearch, Inc. (EFSR) to perform an on-line 
radius search (based on ASTM standards) of applicable State and Federal environmental 
databases. The EFSR Report (Appendix B), dated November 20, 2009, includes the review of the 
following databases for the area within the specified radius of the subject parcel: 

• EPA National Priority List (NPL), 1.25-mile radius; NPL Delisted, 0.75 – mile radius: 

• EPA Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation Liability Information 
System (CERCLIS) List (which includes EPA Superfund sites), 0.75-mile radius; 

• RCRA sites (Generators within 0.5-mile radius; Treatment, Storage and Disposal 
facilities within 0.75-mile radius; and Corrective Action Sites within 1.25-mile radius); 

• Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) Sites, 0.5-mile radius; 

• State Spills Sites – 1990s, 0.5-mile radius; 

• Solid Waste Landfill Sites, 0.75-mile radius; 

• Registered USTs and ASTs listings, 0.5-mile radius; and 

• Leaking USTs (LUSTs) listing, 0.75-mile radius. 

4.1.1 On Site Listings from Database Search 

The Site was identified in the State Spills Sites databases searched by EFSR. Two different 
Release Tracking Numbers (RTN) are associated with the Site: RTN 1-14612 with a notification 
date in October 15, 2002, and RTN 1-16322 with a notification date in September 1, 2006. 
Further discussion on these events is included in Section 5.1 of this report. 

4.1.2 Off Site Listings from Database Search 

The closest off-Site listing identified in EFSR’s search of available (“reasonably ascertainable”) 
government records is located just outside the ¼ of a mile radius from the Site (# 2). This off site 
(Myers Service Station) was listed with RTN 1-0001000 and then 1-0014447. It is a former gas 
station, today service station, listed in the State LUST and Spill database. This off site is also 
registered in the Registered USTs list with 5 USTs removed. This service station is located at a 
higher elevation relative to the Site. The Myers Service Station disposal site was closed after a 
permanent solution was achieved and a RAO “Class A-2” was filed in August 11, 2009.  Based 
on the distance from the Site, Weston & Sampson does not expect this release to pose a potential 
environmental impact to the Site. 
 
RTN 1-0000071 is related to a spill due to a vehicular car accident that occurred on May 30, 
1986 on Route 2. The location of the accident was on Route 2 at the entrance to the landfill, 
northeast of the Site.  Based on the location, Weston & Sampson does not expect this release to 
pose a potential environmental impact to the Site.   
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A former solid waste landfill is located east of the Site’s facility and immediately north of the 
eastern portion of the property on Parcel 32. This landfill was started in the late ‘70s to receive 
the paper sludge coming from another paper mill in Erving, called the “Erving Papermill.” From 
the records it appears that the landfill developed in three phases; according to correspondence, 
during the second phase paper sludge from the wastewater treatment plant was received by the 
landfill facility. The landfill was closed at the end of the third and last phase in 2003. The landfill 
is monitored on a regular basis as part of DEP’s post closure monitoring requirements.  
Additional information on environmental monitoring activities and the data are discussed in 
Section 5.1 of this report.   
 
No other off Site listings were identified in EFSR’s search of available databases within a ¼ mile 
radius.  

4.2 Municipal Records 

Weston & Sampson conducted a file review at The Town of Erving municipal office and a chain 
of title search on the Franklin County Registry of Deeds website. Pertinent information to the 
Site is included in Appendix C and discussed below. 

4.2.1 Town of Erving Assessor’s Office 

A representative of Weston & Sampson performed a file review at the Town of Erving’s 
Assessor’s Office on November 12, 2009.  The assessor’s office provided field cards, aerial 
pictures, environmental reports, and property parcel information for the Site.  Field cards indicate 
that Tower Investments LLC is the current owner of the Site.  There is one main building 
classified as industrial, last built in 1965, with brick exterior, tar and gravel roof covers.  The 
assessor’s office also provided a Massachusetts Quit Clam Deed dated July 29, 2005 for the 
property transfer from International Paper to Tower Investments LLC.  According to zoning 
information obtained from Assessor records, the Site property is zoned 80% as a “Central 
Village” and 20% as Rural Residential.  Weston & Sampson found aerial photographs and 
additional historical information in the assessor’s office, see Section 4.3 below.  

4.2.2 Town of Erving Fire Department 

A representative of Weston & Sampson made several unsuccessful attempts to obtain 
information from the Erving Fire Department; therefore, it was not possible to review records on 
underground storage tanks (USTs) for the Site. In a brief phone interview with the Fire Chief, it 
appears that few USTs were removed from the Site in 1993. According to historical information, 
it appears that no USTs were located in the Site area since then. Weston & Sampson located 
three ASTs during the Site visit. Two 15,000 gallons ASTs for fuel # 6 are located close to Area 
No. 2 and No. 3. Another AST of approximately 300 gallons capacity for fuel #2 was found in 
the boiler room. The boiler room AST is used to maintain a feed of fuel from the main 15,000 
gallon ASTs.  All the ASTs found were located inside a secondary containment system. An 
additional AST was reported by URS in Area No.7 in Figure 2; however, Weston & Sampson 
did not observe this AST.  

4.2.3 Town of Erving Building Department 

Weston & Sampson did not obtain any information from the Town of Erving Building 
Department/Inspector.  
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4.2.4 Town of Erving Board of Health Department 

Weston & Sampson did not find any information from the Town of Erving Board of Health. 

4.2.5 Town of Montague Assessor’s Office 

Weston & Sampson obtained the field card for the three parcels located in Montague.  These 
parcels are all unimproved and total approximately 5 acres in area.  Copies of the field cards are 
included in Appendix C. 
 

4.2.6 Registry of Deeds 

The Franklin County Registry of Deeds website provided the following information: 
 
Book 4922 Page 297: On July 29, 2005, International Paper Company (successor by merger of 
Hammerhill Paper Company, successor by merger of Millers Falls Paper Company) transferred 
the properties to Tower Erving, LLC.  The transfer includes the land in Montague and Erving 
(the bounds of which are described in Exhibit A of the deed).  The deed identifies a number of 
restrictions which are included in Exhibit B of the deed.  They include easements to Western 
Massachusetts Electric Company (WMECO), New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
Town of Erving, Millers Falls Fire and Water District, and Patrick Mackin and takings by 
WMECO, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and County Commissioners of the County of 
Franklin.  No Environmental liens were identified in the document. A copy of the deed and 
exhibits are included in Appendix C. 
 

4.3 Site and Area History 

4.3.1 Historical Overview 

Based on information found in town files, the Site was first built in 1903 with a steam and 
electricity power plant to produce paper. A dam was built to generate hydro-electric power. In 
1949 the first expansion and renovation of the plant was conducted as a result of new 
technologies that were introduced at the end of the Second World War in the paper industry. 
During the 1960s the plant was powered only with electricity and a treatment plant for the 
facility wastewater was built on River Road. In 1966 a consistent expansion of the plant was 
implemented and the facility was connected to town water and sewer. One last building was 
added in 1999 where the two 15,000 ASTs are located. All site activities and plant operations 
ceased on August 31, 2000. For more details see Appendix D, Site History.  

4.3.2 Aerial Photographs 

An Aerial photograph for the Site was obtained from the Massachusetts Geographic Information 
Systems (MassGIS) for the year 2005. Another aerial photograph was found in the Assessor 
Office archive dated April 1977, which show the buildings in a similar configuration.  EFSR 
provided three historical aerial photos from 1939, 1952, and 1971. Please note that the scale of 
the pictures does not allow a close analysis of the facility development. However, the location of 
the dam is clearly visible in the 1939 and 1951 pictures. The reservoir located upstream of the 



 
Phase I ESA 4-4 Weston & Sampson 
January 2010 

dam is not present anymore in 1971. In the pictures from 1939 and 1971 the landfill area still 
appears undeveloped. The landfill development started in 1977; however, the landfill area is not 
visible in the 1977 picture. The cap of the closed landfill is clearly visible in the 2005 aerial 
photo.  All the aerial photos of the Site are included in Appendix E. 

4.3.3 Topographic Maps 

Topographic maps were obtained online through the University of New Hampshire Government 
Documents Department and the Massachusetts Geographic Information System (MassGIS) 
website.  Specific maps reviewed included United States Geological Survey (USGS), State of 
Massachusetts Department of Public Works, and Franklin County Millers Falls Quadrangle from 
1936 and 1949. The historical topographic maps are presented in Appendix F and offer the 
following historical Site information.   
 
The Site area does not appear to have changed significantly.  The Site is located at the base of the 
southwestern slope of Poplar Mountain as it descends to Millers River. The elevation of the site 
is between a riverbed elevation of 275 meters and the elevation of Route 2 at 340 meters above 
mean sea level. Except for the flat facility area and for the parking lots, the property topography 
follows the natural grade of the slope on both sides of the river.  

4.3.4 Town Directories 

Town Directories were not available for the Site or neighboring properties through EFSR or in 
the municipal files. 
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5.0 EXISITING ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 

5.1 State Record – DEP Western Region 

 
The Site was identified in the State Spills Sites databases searched by EDR. Two different 
Release Tracking Numbers (RTN) are associated with the Site: RTN 1-16322 with a notification 
date of September 1, 2006 and RTN 1-14612 with a notification date of October 15, 2002. 
Weston & Sampson reviewed the files at DEP’s Western Regional Office in Springfield.  
Additionally, information regarding the landfill monitoring is also summarized in this section.  A 
copy of the information is included in Appendix G and is summarized below. 

5.1.1 Millers Falls Papermill RTN 1-16322 

The RTN 1-16322 resulted from a spill of 20 gallons of mineral oil from an electric transformer. 
The release was located on the south side of the Site building.  The mineral oil contained 
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) at concentrations less than 50 parts per million (ppm) and as 
such was not regulated by the Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA). Immediate Response 
Actions (IRA) were performed on the Site to cleanup the contamination with absorbents, an 
excavation and disposal of approximately 10 tons of contaminated soil, and the completion of 
assessment activities (soil sampling, ground water and surface water sampling). Soil was 
removed to the approximate depth of 2.5 feet below grade.  The exposure point concentrations 
(EPCs) following soil removal were below applicable standards.  Additional transformers were 
located on a pad adjacent to the release area.  The power company drained the transformer oil 
from the units.  A Class A-2 Response Action Outcome (RAO) was submitted to DEP for this 
release.  A Class A-2 RAO is considered a permanent solution under the MCP and the RAO 
concluded that there was no significant risk from this release.  Available information is included 
in Appendix G of this report.  

5.1.2 Millers Falls Papermill RTN 1-14612  

This RTN resulted from the discovery of lead, Extractable Petroleum Hydrocarbons (EPH) and 
selected Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs).  The data was collected during due 
diligence investigations at the Site building.  The investigations detected exceedances of the 
applicable MCP RCS-2 soil standards. The historical investigations included the area in the open 
yard east of the tunnel. This area was reportedly used historically for fuel storage.  Additionally, 
the RTN area included a rectangular area south of the Site building.  Following additional 
investigations that included sampling of soil, groundwater, as well as outfall areas, the site was 
closed using a Method 3 Risk Characterization.  The files included a Phase I investigation and a 
Class B-1 RAO as well as a request for, and response to, a DEP audit.  The RAO was filed on 
January 17, 2003.  A Class B-1 RAO is considered a permanent solution under the MCP. 

5.1.3 Erving Landfill 

The last annual monitoring round on ground and surface water were performed on July 20, 2009. 
The last soil gas monitoring was performed on August 7, 2009. Comments on the results are 
made in the report available in Appendix G of this document. In the August 2009 report it is 
stated that the results are consistent with the previous monitoring rounds. The following 
exceedances of Massachusetts drinking water standards were found in all five monitoring wells: 
iron, manganese, and total dissolved solids. Chloride was found in one well and sodium in four 
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wells. The two wells located on the south-western boundary of the landfill (on the north-eastern 
boundary of the Site eastern section of Parcel 32) contained exceedances for total dissolved 
solids, arsenic, iron, manganese, sodium, naphthalene and some Tentatively Identified 
Compounds (TICs). July 2009 surface water results for the seep area of the landfill showed 
exceedances for chloride, total dissolved solids, arsenic, cadmium, iron, manganese and sodium. 
The seep is located in the south-western section of the landfill. No other exceedances were 
recorded from the other surface water sampling locations, with the exception of iron and 
manganese. Soil gas results showed methane was detected in two wells and in a catch basin. One 
well recorded hydrogen sulfide at 30 ppm. The landfill continues to be monitored as part of its 
post closure monitoring program with the data regularly reported to DEP.   
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6.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 
 
On November 12, 2009, Weston & Sampson personnel performed a visual reconnaissance of the 
Site. Mr. Jim Stevens, a former employee of the paper mill and representative of the owner, 
conducted the tour.   
 
Weston & Sampson accessed all areas of the Site and most of the Site building, with the 
exception of the area east of the building and downgradient of the landfill.  These areas were 
very overgrown and access was difficult. The purpose of the Site reconnaissance was to observe 
current Site conditions and assess, based on visual observations, if there were release(s) of oil 
and/or hazardous materials (OHM) to the surface or subsurface.  In addition, the purpose of the 
site reconnaissance was to evaluate Site accessibility and to evaluate potential sources of 
contamination to be assessed during a Phase II ESA. Photographs taken at the Site are provided 
in Appendix H.     

6.1.1 Site Setting and Topography 

The Physical Setting of the Site is discussed in Section 2.0 of this report and is shown in Figures 
1 and 4.  Topography of the Site slopes from north to south to the Millers River. The Site 
building is constructed on a relatively flat area that appears to have been blasted and filled to 
create a level surface.  The topography south of the river slopes gently upward to the base of the 
railroad embankment.   

6.1.2 Groundwater Characteristics 

Groundwater and surface water at the Site is presumed to flow towards the Millers River located 
approximately 80 feet south of the Site. No on-Site water bodies were observed. 

6.1.3 Bedrock Characteristics 

According to the USGS Bedrock Geologic Map of Massachusetts (Zen et al., 1983) the Site is 
underlain by the Poplar Mountain Gneiss, which consists of a Proterozoic gneiss rich in biotite. 
The minerals and the texture of this gneiss indicate a high grade zone metamorphism due to the 
intense Middle Ordovician activity. Geologically the area belongs to the north western edge of 
the Pelham Dome in the Connecticut River Valley Belt. The Pelham Dome western edge is on a 
north-south direction normal fault where the Pelham Proterozoic formations are in contact with 
younger Ordovician formations underlain by the Connecticut River Valley in the Town of 
Montague.   Outcrops were observed in a road cut in Route 2 opposite the landfill entrance and 
adjacent to the Site building at the western exit to the tunnel. 

6.1.4 Potential Environmental Receptors 

According to the Area Receptors Map (Figure 3) prepared using the Massachusetts Geographic 
Information Systems (MassGIS) Environmental Receptors Database, most of the Site falls within 
an NHESP Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife.  The parcels on the south side of the river are 
also above a DEP approved Zone II for municipal wells.   
 
 



 
Phase I ESA 6-2 Weston & Sampson 
January 2010 

6.2 Physical Characteristics 

The following is a list of observations made during the reconnaissance of the Site and 
photographs of the Site visit can be found in Appendix H: 

6.2.1 Land Area 

 
• The facility buildings are generally in good condition. 
• Remnants of a dam were observed east of the Site. 
• Concrete flooring was noted all over the inside of the facility basement.  The concrete 

was in good condition. 
• Two paved parking lots were observed in the western portion of the Site. 
• Deteriorated pavement was noted throughout the northern, eastern, and southern portion 

of the Site.   
• Rock outcrops were observed adjacent to the northern side of the Site building at the 

eastern exit to the tunnel. 
• The sump and wastewater treatment area appeared to function, but the sump area was 

flooded. 
• There was evidence of trespassing and vandalism, including the removal of metal pipes.  
• A hydraulic lift was observed in the basement used as an equipment/material elevator. 
• Electrical transformers were observed on the southern side of the facility.  The area of the 

excavation described in Section 5.1 was also observed. 
• A concrete cover was observed in the area outside the boiler room.  It is thought that the 

structure was associated with former fuel storage activities.   
• No exterior oil staining was observed on the property. 
• ASTs were observed in the boiler room and the fuel storage room 
• No ASTs were observed outside the facility buildings.   
• An area of fill was observed immediately east of the stockroom. 
• The exterior of the pump house was observed. 
• Evidence of surficial debris on the Montague parcels.  The material was a mixture of 

primarily wood and metal debris. 

6.3 OHM Storage and Use 
 

Weston & Sampson observed several AST’s used to store oil and/or hazardous material (OHM) 
substances, excluding the three tanks already mentioned for the storage of fuel #2 and #6 fuel oil.  
The 15,000 gallon ASTs were in good condition and no leaks were observed.  Other tanks inside 
the facility observed by Weston & Sampson were empty.  These tanks formerly contained 
phosphoric acid, caustic soda, alum and nutrients used in facility operations. The boiler room 
contains a warning sign from DEP for possible presence of material containing asbestos in pipe 
insulation, gaskets, floor tiles, fireproofing, steam lines, electrical paneling, floors, and structural 
steel.  
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7.0 INTERVIEWS 

7.1 User 

A representative of Weston & Sampson conducted the site visit and an interview with Mr. James 
Stevens on Tower Investments’ behalf, who was a former employee at the Site facilities. 
According to Mr. Stevens, the paper mill used to make high end quality paper until it was bought 
by a larger corporation.  Eventually, the corporation phased out operations and closed the mill.  
Mr. Stevens indicated that the property has been vacant since the year 2000. Some acts of 
vandalism and removal of metals were observed.  The Site is visited periodically by the Erving 
Police Department. There are no evidences of fire damage.  

7.2 Key Site Manager 

The Site is unoccupied.  The Key Site Manager is Mr. Stevens.  

7.3 Local Government Officials 

Weston & Sampson personnel conducted an interview with the Town of Erving assessor’s office. 
Information provided by this official is presented in Section 4.2, Municipal Records.  No other 
interviews were performed as part of this assessment. 
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8.0 DATA GAPS 
 
Weston & Sampson did not obtain any information from the Town of Montague regarding the 
three property parcels on the other side of the Millers River, other than the assessor’s cards. 
Parcel 6 was not visited by Weston & Sampson personnel due to limited access of the area. The 
portion of the property close to the paper sludge landfill was not visited due to limited access to 
the area. Weston & Sampson did not enter the pump station building due to its condition.  
Weston & Sampson personnel did not obtain substantial information from the Fire Department. 
There was no information about private drinking water within a 500-foot radius of the Site. 
 
The current condition of soil and groundwater at the Site is unknown.  A subsurface investigation 
is recommended. 
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9.0 FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

 
The Site and the surrounding property are located in an undeveloped wooded area listed as 
Central Village and Rural Residential in the Town of Erving, MA. The Site is currently vacant. 
The Site was a former paper mill where paper was produced from 1903 to August 2000, when 
the plant was shut down. Based on the information gathered during our review of local, state, and 
federal files, Site reconnaissance, and reconnaissance of the Site vicinity for potential off-Site 
contamination sources, Weston & Sampson’s findings and conclusions are as follows: 

 
• The plant buildings on the Site are vacant but generally in good condition.   

 
• There is no clear evidence of environmental concerns at the Site and in the surrounding 

property areas except for the paper sludge landfill located that abuts the eastern edge of 
the property.  The environmental concerns discussed below result from earlier 
environmental site assessments and observations of potential impacts from historic site 
activities, rather than an obvious release of OHM. Minor amounts of surficial debris were 
also observed on Parcel 3 (Town of Montague). 

 
• The Site is listed in DEP records with the RTN 1-14612 due to some surficial stains. The 

investigations performed revealed exceedances of the applicable MCP RCS-2 soil 
standards. The site was evaluated with a Method 3 Risk Assessment and closed with a 
Class B-1 Response Action Outcome (RAO), filed on January 17, 2003.  

 
• The Site is also recorded with the RTN 1-16322 due to a reportable release of Hazardous 

Material (HM) on surface soil. After remedial activities were performed, a Class A-2 
RAO was filed on June 18, 2007.  

 
Weston & Sampson considered the following as RECs or potential RECs, which should be 
investigated as a Phase II ESA: 
 
The following Recognized Environmental Concerns (RECs) were identified during the Phase I 
ESA.  The areas are shown in Figure 2. 
 
REC 1 – Former Coal and Fuel Storage Area: 
The northern portion of the site is the area of historical fuel storage and the area of the concrete 
cover observed during the site walk.  This area requires additional investigation.  A black soil 
layer was observed during earlier investigations and Extractable Petroleum Hydrocarbons (EPH) 
and Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs), and Tetrachloroethene (PCE), were detected at 
concentration below RCS-2. These concentrations were related with historic fill maybe 
containing coal dust as the area was used as coal storage for the furnace.  It is unclear, based on 
historical reports if this area was adequately characterized. 
 
REC 2 – Artificial Fill Area: 
This is the area of artificial fill located east of the Site building.  The unnatural grade in this area 
could potentially contain impacted fill and is considered a potential REC.  There is no evidence 
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of dumping and we are proposing a limited investigation of this REC. 
 
REC 3 – Seep area: 
Some of the outfall areas from the buildings, including the seep could be areas of concern and 
are a potential REC.  There was some limited investigation of the seep areas in previous studies.  
We are proposing a limited investigation of the seep areas to evaluate the current condition. 
 
REC 4 – Papermill sludge landfill: 
The area downgradient of the landfill is a REC due to impacted groundwater, specifically 
concentrations of metals and naphthalene detected in groundwater.  However, the landfill is 
undergoing monitoring and the data is regularly reported to DEP.  Weston & Sampson does not 
recommend additional work in this area.   
 
REC 5 – Past Disposal Site Area – Transformer Pads: 
A release of transformer oil was detected in an area adjacent to transformers located south of the 
Site building. The release was remediated and a Class A Response Action Outcome filed. 
However, the area that was not part of the soil removal program nor was characterized is 
considered a potential REC and should be investigated.  We also recommend a general 
investigation of Site soil and groundwater downgradient of the Site building as this area was 
previously identified as having a release of oil and/or hazardous materials (OHM). 
 
REC 6 – Building Contaminants: 
Suspect asbestos containing materials and other hazardous materials were observed during the 
site walk and are considered a REC.  An internal survey of residual OHM and building materials 
is recommended. 
 
Potential REC 7 – Surficial Debris Area – Adjacent to Railroad Embankment: 
In the southern portion of the Site includes a number of parcels located south of the Millers 
River, in Montague.  During the site visit some surficial debris was observed including old 
empty drums, buckets of unknown contents, and treated wood all located at the base of the 
railroad embankment.  At this time the surficial debris is considered a potential REC and a 
housekeeping issue.  Weston & Sampson does not recommend additional work in this area at this 
time. 
 
In summary, based on historic site use, observed conditions, and known releases, Weston & 
Sampson recommends a Phase II ESA as part of any due diligence study for the Site.  
Additionally, site development would also need to address residual asbestos containing materials 
at the Site and as such an interior hazardous materials survey is recommended.   
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10.0  LIMITATIONS 
 
This report was prepared exclusively for the use of the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG), the EPA and the Town of Erving, Massachusetts. The findings provided 
by Weston & Sampson in this report are based solely on the information reported in this 
document. Future investigations, and/or information that were not available to Weston & 
Sampson at the time of the investigation may result in a modification of the findings stated in 
this report.  
 
Should additional information become available concerning this Site, or from neighboring 
properties which could directly impact the Site in the future, that information should be made 
available to Weston & Sampson for review so that, if necessary, conclusions presented in this 
report may be modified. The conclusions of this report are based on Site conditions observed by 
Weston & Sampson personnel at the time of the investigation and information provided by 
federal, state and local agencies. This report has been prepared in accordance with generally 
accepted engineering and geological practices. No other warranty, express or implied, is made.  
 
Weston & Sampson did not conduct any subsurface sampling and analysis at the Site or sample 
for suspect ACM, LBP, or radon gas. In addition, Weston & Sampson did not conduct a chain-
of-title search at the County Registry of Deeds. 
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