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Date: April 23, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Location: JWO Transit Center, 12 Olive Street, Greenfield, MA 

Duration: 2 hours 

Facilitator: Jerry Lund, Chair 

 
Attendees: 

 Jerry Lund, Chair, Leyden At-Large 

 Sam Lovejoy, First Vice Chair, Montague At-Large 

 Ted Cady, Warwick Planning Board 

 Charlie Olchowski, Greenfield At-Large 

 Joan Rockwell, Colrain Planning At-Large 

 Cam Stevenson, Shelburne Planning Board 

 Joe Strzegowski, Conway Planning Board 

 David Barten, Conway Planning At-Large 

 Ken Miller, Ashfield Planning Board 

 Mike Shaffer, Erving Planning Board 

 Patricia Marcus, Greenfield At-Large 

 Tom Herrick, Sunderland At-Large 

 Thomas Hutcheson, Conway Select Board 

 Jim Basford, Orange Planning Board 

 Jennifer Gross, Wendell Select Board 

 Jeannie Schermesser, Erving At-Large 

 Cheryl Dukes, Buckland Select Board 
 
Guests: 

 Richie Davis, Greenfield Recorder 
 
Staff: 

 Peggy Sloan, Planning Director 

 Gretchen Johnson, Planning Grant Administrator 

 Jessica Atwood, Economic Development Program Manager 

 Pat Smith, Senior Land Use Planner 
 

 
1 – Introductions: J. Lund (Chair) 

J. Lund, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. A round of introductions 
followed.   
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2 – Review and Approval of March 26, 2015 FRPB meeting minutes 

S. Lovejoy MOVED to approve the March 26, 2015 FRPB minutes.  T. Cady 
SECONDED.    The motion PASSED.   
 

3 – Presentation and Discussion on the 2015 Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) including a Broadband Last Mile Project Update: J. 
Atwood, FRCOG  

J. Atwood gave a PowerPoint presentation on the draft 2015 CEDS Plan.  The CEDS 
program is funded through the Federal Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
program.  Completing the CEDS process maintains our eligibility for EDA funding.  The 
process is overseen by the CEDS Committee.  The CEDS region includes the towns in 
Franklin County, plus Amherst, Athol and Phillipston.   
 
The CEDS Plan is a five-year plan.  New guidelines were released by the EDA in 
January.  The thirty-day public comment period will begin on April 29th and the final plan 
is due to the EDA on June 1, 2015.  The plan will include a review of current conditions, 
goals, objectives, action items and a section on economic resilience.   
 
The draft CEDS Mission is to sustainably cultivate living wage opportunities.  The draft 
vision statement is: Franklin County will be a region that: 

 Sustainably leverages its advantages, including its rural character;  

 Is connected to its neighbors and across the globe; 

 Welcomes innovation and creativity; 

 Supports development of a skilled workforce; 

 Fosters the cultivation of diverse businesses; and  

 Encourages living wage opportunities for residents. 
 
J. Atwood reviewed population trends, age distribution, labor force and employment and 
average wage per job statistics.  The top five industry sectors by employment (private 
sector only) are: Manufacturing; Healthcare and Social Assistance; Retail Trade; 
Accommodations and Food; and Education Services.  J. Atwood also reviewed the top 
industry clusters by employment.   
 
The Goals of the draft 2015 CEDS Plan include: 

 Respond to market opportunities by ensuring access to basic and sector specific 
skills training for adults and youth 

 Build collaborations within the region to build capacity and better support 
business development opportunities 

 Build collaborations with neighboring regions to better leverage economic 
development opportunities 

 Invest in infrastructure that supports business development in appropriate areas 
that are currently underutilized 

 Increase the amount of functional space available to foster the growth of small 
business  
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 Accelerate business development and sustainability through direct support 

 Enhance specific industry sectors and clusters through enhanced market 
understanding and network development 

 
A section on economic resilience has been added to the plan.  WesternMassReady.org 
is a website that offers information on how businesses can prepare themselves and 
employees for a potential disaster.  The Community Organizations Active in Disasters is 
another resource for businesses.  The long-term goals include assessing vulnerabilities, 
becoming more interconnected with adjoining regions, and diversifying the economy. 
 
J. Atwood asked for feedback.  J. Gross stated that it is important to prioritize the need 
for broadband in this area.  J. Lund suggested adding a task to address better 
connecting businesses in need of help with assistance.  T. Cady stated that it would be 
helpful to offer assistance to farmers to create a succession plan.  J. Atwood stated that 
the Franklin Land Trust and CISA offer this type of technical assistance.  P. Sloan 
stated that the FRCOG has received a new Brownfields grant.  Petroleum sites can be 
accommodated under part of the grant.  J. Atwood passed out a copy of the UMASS 
Economic Impact Study and a MBI information for Municipalities handout.  P. Sloan 
stated that she will ask MBI to give a presentation at an upcoming FRPB meeting.  
Discussion followed.  J. Lund thanked J. Atwood for her presentation.   
 

4 – Presentation and Discussion on Regional Resources available to Towns for 
Emergencies from the Western Region Homeland Security Advisory Council: P. 
Smith, FRCOG 

P. Smith showed three five-minute videos explaining the resources available in the 
region, regional sheltering and an overall video about the Western Region Homeland 
Security Advisory Council (WRHSAC).  P. Smith stated that the Franklin County 
regional sheltering plan is about to be updated.  The county was divided into five 
regions according to topography and rivers.  The update will compile building plans for 
the potential sheltering sites, instructions on how to set up the shelters specific to each 
building, and an outline examining coordination and cost sharing.  Thirteen towns have 
signed the WMass Mutual Aid Agreement to date.  Future phases of the project will also 
concentrate on building and training shelter management teams.   
 
P. Smith stated that as part of the outreach project the Council is distributing pens and 
reflective lights with the website information on them (www.wrhsac.org).  A drawing was 
conducted to give away a hand crank radio.  J. Lund thanked P. Smith for her 
presentation. 
 

5 – Update on the FERC Relicensing of the Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage 
Facility: P. Sloan, FRCOG  

P. Sloan stated that T. Miner was not able to attend the meeting.  The FRCOG is 
working with the Connecticut River Watershed Council to submit comments on the 
Quality Assurance Report.  Additional data was requested concerning the soil erosion 
findings.  
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6 – Update on the Proposed Kinder Morgan/TGP Pipeline Project and Open 
Houses: P. Sloan, FRCOG  

P. Sloan stated that another round of resource reports were released by Kinder Morgan.  
The FRPB Executive Committee is drafting a letter to the Governor to request technical 
assistance for the affected communities.   
 
A Regional Pipeline Advisory Committee has been formed.  The Committee is working 
with other RPAs in the state and New Hampshire to organize workshops for the towns.  
The FRCOG will host a workshop in May.  The workshop is expected to focus on FERC 
Permitting, pipeline safety and host community agreements.  Host community 
agreements can address concerns such as noise, water quality testing, construction 
impacts (drilling, blasting) among others.  The FRCOG is working with eight 
communities – Ashfield, Conway, Deerfield, Montague, Erving, Shelburne, Northfield 
and Warwick – to draft a Scope of Work that could support the towns including hiring 
legal counsel.  Towns may decide to present the Scope at Town Meetings to request 
funding for the FRCOG to coordinate this project.  S. Lovejoy stated that the FRCOG 
Executive Committee approved $15,000 from free cash to assist with some of the 
staffing and other related costs.  P. Sloan passed out a list of potential studies to 
evaluate pipeline impacts for the EIS (NEPA)/EIR (MEPA).  P. Sloan stated that the 
FRCOG will be reaching out to law firms that have experience with the FERC process.  
Contact P. Sloan or L. Dunlavy for further information.  The Regional Pipeline Advisory 
meetings are open to the public and posted on the FRCOG website.  Discussion 
followed. 
 

7 –Other Topics not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of the 
meeting/Adjourn: Jerry Lund, FRPB 

P. Sloan stated that annual elections will be held in June.  Contact P. Sloan for 
nominations.  There are several At-Large positions available.   
 
P. Sloan stated that the FRCOG is helping support a PVPC hosted Demolition Delay 
Workshop on May 6, 2015 at 10:00 am.   
 
Copies of the handouts are available.  Please contact G. Johnson at 
gjohnson@frcog.org or 413-774-3167 x126. 
 
The next meeting will be held on May 28th, 2015.   
 
T. Cady MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  J. Rockwell SECONDED the 
motion.  The motion was UNANIMOUSLY approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted by:  
 
 
________________________________________ 
 
Ted Cady, FRPB 

mailto:gjohnson@frcog.org

