
 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments 
Franklin Regional Planning Board 

 

  

Date: October 22, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Location: JWO Transit Center, 12 Olive Street, Greenfield, MA 

Duration: 2 hours 

Facilitator: Jerry Lund, Chair  

Attendees:  
 Sam Lovejoy, Montague At-Large 

 Joe Strzegowski, Conway Planning Board 

 John Ryan, New Salem At-Large 

 Chuck Washer, Shelburne Select Board 

 John Baronas, Deerfield Planning Board 

 Thomas Hutcheson, Conway Select Board 

 Tom Miner, Shelburne At-Large 

 Joan Rockwell, Colrain At-large 

 Ted Cady, Warwick Planning Board 

 Mike Shaffer, Erving Planning Board 

 James Basford, Orange At-Large 

 William Morris, Erving At-Large 

 Heather Hutchinson, Leverett Select Board 

 Don Sluter, Whately Select Board 

 Dena Wilmore, Buckland Select Board 

 Jeannie Schermesser, Erving At-Large 

 John Ryan, New Salem At-Large 

 Jennifer Gross, Wendell Select Board 

 

Guests 

 Nancy Hazard, Greening Greenfield 

 Michael Perreault, FRTA 

Staff:  

 Peggy Sloan, Planning Director 

 Gretchen Johnson, Planning Grant Administrator 

 Megan Rhodes, Senior Transportation Planner 

 Mary Praus, Land Use Planner 

 

1 – Introductions: J. Lund (Chair) 

S. Lovejoy, First Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A round of 
introductions followed. 
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2 – Review and Approval of September 24, 2015 FRPB meeting minutes 

T. Cady MOVED to approve the September 24, 2015 minutes. T. Miner 
SECONDED. The motion was UNANIMOUSLY approved. 

3 – Overview of Proposed Changes to FRTA’s Fixed Routes and Fares for 
Bus Transit Service: M. Perreault, FRTA and M. Rhodes, FRCOG 

M. Perreault passed out handouts concerning the FRTA fixed route changes and 
the fare changes.  M. Perreault explained that a consultant was hired to perform 
a Comprehensive Service Analysis (CSA).  The purpose of a CSA is to examine 
the performance of a fixed route system and recommend improvements.  The 
FRTA’s CSA was completed this summer.  The recommendations were 

proposed in three phases.  The FRTA is proposing to implement the low to no 
cost portions of Phase I only due to funding constraints.  The total estimated 
cost of the Phase I changes is approximately $660,000.  Additional service 
improvements will occur as funding becomes available.   

M. Perreault stated that he has been attending public meetings to share the 
proposed changes and get feedback.  The proposed changes will go into effect 
on July 1, 2016.  The fare changes may occur sooner.  M. Perreault reviewed 
the handout detailing the proposed changes to the fixed routes.  The public 
comment period ends on October 26th.  There has been a lot of positive 
feedback about the proposed changes.  The FRCOG has a grant that allows 
them to assist with the Public Outreach and Marketing on the changes.   

P. Sloan asked if Saturday service is part of the planned changes.  M. Perreault 
responded that Saturday service is in the Phase II recommendations.  Phase I is 
primarily bolstering the current routes and making them available more often.  J. 
Schermesser asked if any additional buses are going to be purchased.  M. 
Perreault replied that no additional buses are planned to be purchased at this 
time.  W. Morris asked about the monthly ridership pass.  M. Perreault stated 
that the monthly pass is meant to encourage increased ridership and will be 
offered to eligible riders at the same discount rate.   

M. Rhodes stated that the FRCOG is conducting a feasibility study to offer fixed 
route services in Leverett, Wendell and New Salem.  There is legislation stating 
that a municipality can‘t belong to two transit authorities.  Leverett is currently a 
member of the PVTA.  There is proposed legislation to change that law. 

S. Lovejoy thanked M. Perreault and M. Rhodes for their presentation.  A round 
of applause followed. 

4  –  Presentation on the MA State Food System Plan: M. Praus, FRCOG
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Mary Praus gave a PowerPoint presentation on the MA State Food System Plan.  
M. Praus stated that one in ten jobs in the State are food system jobs.  Some of the 
food system assets in Massachusetts include: 

 Fertile farmland 

 Relatively strong fisheries 

 41,000 farm and food businesses 

 MA is sixth in the nation in CSA farms 
 
Some of the food system challenges for MA include: 

 Many food system jobs are low wages, long hours and don’t offer benefits 

 Access to fresh and healthy food is difficult for many people 

 Poverty and poor nutrition  

 One in nine residents are food insecure (food insecure is defined as being 
without reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food) 

 
In 2013, the MA Food Policy Council issued an RFP to strengthen and expand the 
food system in Massachusetts.  The four goals of the project are: 

1. Increase production, sales and consumption of Massachusetts grown food. 
2. Create jobs and economic opportunity in food and farming and improve the 

wages and skills of workers. 
3. Protect the land and water needed to produce food, maximize environmental 

benefits from agriculture and fishing and ensure food safety. 
4. Reduce hunger and food insecurity, increase the availability of healthy food 

to all residents and reduce food waste. 
 
Public participation has been a key element to this project.  There have been more 
than 1,500 people that have provided input or attended pubic information sessions 
during the creation of this plan.  Working groups were formed to concentrate on the 
following areas: 

 Land 

 Inputs 

 Farming 

 Fishing 

 Urban Agriculture 

 Processing 

 Distribution 

 Food Access, Security and Health 
 
The final report has been completed.  The public comment period is open until 
November 6, 2015.   
 
Highlights from the recommended actions in the draft plan include: 

 Market Massachusetts produced food more effectively 

 Provide resources for farmers including “on-farm” technical assistance 

 Distribute food more efficiently 

 Support the seafood industry with technical assistance, research and 
marketing 

 Support food system businesses, workers and consumers with a strong 



research, educational and technical assistance network 

 Identify regulations that hinder farm viability 

 Provide business support to farm and food businesses 

 Keep farmland in active production 

 Protect water resources and incentivize farmers to provide ecosystem 
services 

 Increase energy efficiency and sustainability practices in food production  
and increase up-front financing for renewable energy infrastructure 

 Increase household buying power 

 Expand nutrition education 

 Expand access to healthy food for children 
 
M. Praus stated that the Plan will be released at the State House tomorrow in 
celebration of National Food Day.  M. Praus stated that funders have already 
committed approximately $125,000 for the implementation strategies.   
 
S. Lovejoy asked if farmer training is offered at the Technical High Schools.  T. 
Hutcheson responded that the Smith Vocational School offers agriculture related 
classes.  P. Sloan stated that Greenfield Community College also offers agricultural 
classes.  J. Baronas asked if the schools are making an effort to use local foods.  P. 
Sloan stated that UMASS has joined the Real Food Challenge.  They currently 
purchase 20-25% of their food locally. D. Sluter asked if any of the standardized 
testing questions ask about nutrition.  M. Praus stated that she would look into that. 
Discussion ensued.  
 
S. Lovejoy thanked M. Praus for her presentation.  A round of applause followed. 
 

5 – Update on the FERC Relicensing of the Northfield Mountain Pumped 
Storage Facility: T. Miner, CRSEC 

T. Miner stated that First Light has reported the status of the studies being 
conducted but the results will not be released until next year.  T. Miner stated that 
he reported last month that First Light requested to be able to utilize the upper 
reservoir capacity for the next three years.  Previously, they had requested to 
utilize the capacity only when the extra capacity was needed.  It is expected that 
the upper reservoir capacity usage will be included as a permanent aspect of the 
new license proposal.  There have been no studies performed concerning the 
erosion effects of this increased capacity usage.  Discussion followed. 

 

6 - Update on the Proposed Kinder Morgan/TGP Pipeline Project: P. Sloan, 
FRCOG 

P. Sloan stated that FERC conducted the scoping sessions.  FERC received many 
comments.  FERC issued a thirty-two page request to Kinder Morgan for additional 
data on the resource reports.  P. Sloan reported that many of the study and 
information requests submitted by the RPA’s were reflected in FERCs request for 
additional information.  The application was expected to be submitted to FERC on 
October 23, 2015 but is now anticipated to be submitted on November 20, 2015.   



 
Kinder Morgan TGP is actively conducting survey work when possible.  They have a 
low percentage of land owner permission to conduct survey work.  P. Sloan expects 
that all of the towns along the proposed pipeline route will apply for Intervenor status.  
There is a twenty-one day window to apply for Intervener status once FERC accepts 
and notices the application from Kinder Morgan TGP.  FERC staff have been 
conducting site visits in the region.  P. Sloan has been participating on bi-weekly 
interagency conference calls.  P. Sloan stated that the FRCOG is continuing to update 
GIS maps of the pipeline route with additional information such as the compressor 
station locations, pig launching areas, etc.  T. Hutcheson asked about the expected 
time for a FERC decision on the pipeline after the application is submitted.  P. Sloan 
replied that the timeline varies.   
 
P. Sloan stated that a draft model bylaw which addresses noise and other 
disturbances has been prepared by the FRCOG. Local bylaws are generally 
preempted by FERC but they try to follow the local bylaws especially when they 
concern public health issues. P. Sloan stated that the general bylaw can be passed at 
Town Meeting by a majority vote after a public hearing is conducted.  Discussion 
followed. 

7  – O t h e r  T o p i c s  n o t  r e a s o n a b l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  4 8  h o u r s  
i n  a d va n c e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g / Ad j o u r n :  J e r r y  L u n d ,  F R P B   

Copies of the handouts are available. Please contact G. Johnson at 
gjohnson@frcog.org or 413-774-3167 x126. 

The next meeting will be held on December 3, 2015.  The Executive Committee will meet 
on November 9, 2015 at 2:30 p.m. 

J. Basford MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 p.m. T. Cady SECONDED the 
motion. The motion was UNANIMOUSLY approved. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

 

Joan Rockwell, Clerk, FRPB 

 

 


