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                                                                           (13.4 Miles)
Th is route travels f rom Millers Falls R oad th roug h  Montague Center
to Leverett Center and connects to North  Am h erst in Hampsh ire
County.  From North  Am h erst th is route connects to th e
University of Massac h usetts campus, th e University Connector Bike
Path , and th e Nortwottuck R ail Trail.

The Leverett-Amherst Route - Intermediate

River Road Connector - Intermediate                                                              (3.4 Miles) Th is route
connects f rom th e R iver R oad R oute to Hampsh ire County. From
R oute 116 in Deerf ield near th e Deerf ield-Sunderland Bridge th is
route travels south  on R iver R oad th roug h  Wh ately and into
Hatf ield in Hampsh ire County.  Th is route provides a link to
Hampsh ire County.  

                                                                          (9.4 Miles) Th is route 
travels near th e Connecticut R iver f rom Montague to Sunderland.
Th e route travels on Greenf ield R oad, South  Ferry R oad, and
Meadow R oad in Montague, and Falls R oad and R oute 47 in Sunderland.

The Connecticut River Route - Intermediate

                                                        (18.7 miles) 
Th is loop begins in Deerf ield at th e south ern end of  th e Canalside
Trail Bike Path  at th e parking area near th e East Deerf ield R ailroad
Yard. Th e loop travels south  on R iver R oad,crosses th eDeerf ield-
Sunderland Bridge, and connects to th e “Connecticut R iver R oute”.
Th ere is also th e option of  proceeding south  on R iver R oad and
connecting to th e “R iver R oad Connection into Hampsh ire County”
route. 

River Road Route - Intermediate

                                                                                 (14 Miles)
Th is route is located in th e towns of  Erving and North f ield.  Th is
route provides a link to th e North f ield Mountain R ecreation and 
Environmental Center f rom Montague and downtown North f ield.
Th e route travels over th e East Mineral R oad Bridge along Dorsey
R oad, R iver R oad, Pine Meadow R oad, Ferry R oad, and Main
Street in North f ield center.

The Northfield Connector - Intermediate/Novice                                                                           (7.2 miles)
Please note th at th e Eunice Williams Covered Bridge is temporarily
closed f or repairs so it is not possib le to ride th is entire loop.  Th e
route b egins at th e parking lot of  th e Greenf ield Swimming Pool
located on Nash ’s Mill R oad near th e north ern term inus of  th e
R iverside Greenway Bike Path . Leyden R oad h as h ig h  traf f ic
volumes and a narrow sh oulder so caution sh ould be used on th is route. 

Leyden Road-Plain Road Loop - Intermediate

(16.4 Miles) Th is loop connects th e Canalside Trail Bike Path  in
Montague and Deerf ield to th e R iverside Greenway Bike Path  in
Greenf ield.Th e route travels on th e outskirts of  downtown
Greenf ield and into Gill to connect th ese two of f-road b ike path s.
Th is route also inc ludes a spur wh ic h  connects th e R iverside
Greenway Bike path  to Greenf ield Community College f rom Colrain R d.

The Greenfield-Montague Loop Route - Intermediate/Novice

                                                                  (12.8 miles) Th is route
loops th roug h  f rom Historic Deerf ield up to Greenf ield and b ack to
Historic Deerf ield on rural roads th at travel th roug h  f arm f ields.   
Deerfield Upper Road-Lower Road Loop

                                                                                     (10.2 miles)
Th is route connects f rom Conway center and th e Buckland Ash f ield
Loop to Downtown Greenf ield.  It is an alternative to th e more
h eavily travelled R oute 2. Th ere are some sh ort b ut steep h ills along
th e way. 

West County Greenfield Connector - Intermediate

Whately - Conway Loop - Intermediate                                                                  (17.2 miles) Th is route
loops th roug h  th e south eastern portion of  Conway into Wh atley. 
At th e south ern point on th is loop, it is possib le to travel onto
Haydenville R oad to connect to Hampsh ire County and th e Pioneer
Valley b icyc ling routes in North ampton. Caution sh ould b e used on
th is road because Haydenville R oad h as h igh  traf f ic volumes and
no clear sh oulder markings.  
Buckland / Ashfield Loop - Intermediate                                                                     (24.7 miles)
Th is route travels f rom th e Buckland side of Sh elb urne Falls to
Ash f ied Center and to Conway Center.  
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West Deerfield,  Upper Road - Lower Road Loop (12.8 mi)West Deerfield,  Upper Road - Lower Road Loop (12.8 mi)

Miles
131211109876543210Ele

va
tio

n A
bo

ve
 Se

a L
ev

el 
(ft

)

1,000
800
600
400
200

0

Childs Cross
Rd Deerfield River

Jones Rd
Old Albany Rd

Wisdom Way I 91
Mill Village Rd

River Road Loop (18.7 mi)River Road Loop (18.7 mi)

Miles
191817161514131211109876543210Ele

va
tio

n A
bo

ve
 Se

a L
ev

el 
(ft

)

1,000
800
600
400
200

0

Deerfield
Sportmans 
Club

Keith Cross
Road Pine Nook

Cemetery

Hillside Rd
Rt 116 Bridge

Falls Rd Meadow Rd

Hatchery Rd Canalside
Bike Path

Dole Road
RT 10 Huckle Hill Rd

Oaks Rd

State Line
State Line

RT 142 Gill/Northfield 
Town Line

Leyden - Plain Road Loop (7.2 mi)Leyden - Plain Road Loop (7.2 mi)

Miles
76.565.554.543.532.521.510.50Ele

va
tio

n A
bo

ve
 Se

a L
ev

el 
(ft

)

1,000
800
600
400
200

0

Swimming
Area

Plain Rd Lunt Rd

Eunice Williams
Covered Bridge

Barton Rd
Leyden Woods

Nashs Mill
Road

Whately - Conway Loop (17.2 mi)Whately - Conway Loop (17.2 mi)

Miles
181614121086420Ele

va
tio

n A
bo

ve
 Se

a L
ev

el 
(ft

)

1,000
800
600
400
200

0

Town Line

Conway Grammer
School

Conway Cntr

Cricket Hill
Northampton

Reservoir

Strippe Rd
Chestnut Plain Rd

S. Mill River Rd

Bike Route Distance and Elevation Profiles

                              is located in northwestern Mas sachusetts.
It is the most rural county in Mas sachusetts, and is bordered by
Vermont and New Hampshire to the north, Berkshire County 
to the west, Hampshire County to the south, and Worcester 
County to the east. Franklin County is a scenic place for bicycling 
There are picturesque natural landscapes which consist of
forests, hills, river valleys and vast areas of farmland.
  
This Central Franklin County Bikeway Routes Map is part of 
a series of maps for the county which are intended to provide
preferred routes for bicycling.  This map consists of a series of
shared roadway routes in which bicyclists travel with the flow of
motor vehicle traffic in a shoulder or breakdown lane of the road.
These routes may not be suitable for novice or les s experienced
bicyclists. It is important that all bicyclists consider their riding
abilities when choosing the best route to ride. In order to assist
bicyclists in determining which of the routes would be best suited 
to their abilities the narrative descriptions of the rides have been
ranked as “novice”, “intermediate” or “advanced”. The map also
contains information on the distance and elevation profile for 
each route.

Franklin County
Central Franklin County Bikeway Routes

Other sou rces for b icyc ling  in Franklin Cou nty and Massac h u setts inc lu d e: Franklin Cou nty Cham b er of Com m erce, enjoyth erid eb yb ike.com , 
MassGIS , MassDot, Departm ent of Conservation and Recreation, and  The Franklin Reg ional Cou nc il of Govenrm ents www.frcog .org

The Franklin Reg ional Cou nc il of Governm ents, th e c ities and towns over whose road s you  will travel, and  the ag enc ies and g rou ps listed on th is m ap are not responsib le for you r personal
safety and in no m anner certify th e safety of these rou tes for u se b y b icyc lists.  These road s are su g g ested only as m ore su itab le th an others for b icyc le travel.  All u sers assu m e fu ll 
responsib ility for their own safety. Th is m ap inc lu d es road s th at m ay b e priv ate. Please respect the rig h ts of landowners. Th is m ap was prepared 
in cooperation with the Massac h u setts Departm ent of Transportation and  the US  Departm ent of Transportation u nder contract nu m b er 57373.

For more information on bicycling in Franklin 
County please visit: www.enjoytheridebybike.com & www.frcog.org
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• Teac h  c h ildren to stop and look 
   b ef ore coming out of a driveway, 
   and to walk th eir b icyc les across 
   an intersection.
• Do not allow c h ildren to ride in 
   traf f ic until th ey know th e rules 
   of th e road.
• Never let c h ildren “play” with  
   b icycles in th e street.
• Always wear a h elmet.

Teach children safe 
bicycling habits.
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                                                                 (3.6 Miles)
Th e Canalside Trail Bike Path  is a separate b ike path /multi-use trail
located in Montague and Deerf ield.  Th is b ike path  connects f rom
th e Connecticut R iver Great Falls Discovery Center and Unity Park
in th e Village of Turners Falls in Montague to McClelland Farm R oad
(located of f  of R iver R oad) in north east Deerf ield. Th e path  is an 8
to 12 foot wide paved path  adjacent to th e Connecticut R iver Canal
in th e Village of Turners Falls, and along an ab andoned rail bed
(including a rail road b ridge over th e conf luence of th e Deerf ield
and th e Connecticut R ivers) in Deerf ield and Montague City.

The Canalside Trail Bike Path - Novice

                                                                                 (14 Miles)
Th is route is located in th e towns of  Erv ing and North f ield.  Th is
route prov ides a link to th e North f ield Mountain R ecreation and 
Env ironmental Center f rom Montague and downtown North f ield.
Th e route travels over th e East Mineral R oad Bridge along Dorsey
R oad, R iver R oad, Pine Meadow R oad, Ferry R oad, and Main
Street in North f ield center.

The Northfield Connector - Intermediate/Novice

                                                      (18.7 miles) 
Th is loop begins in Deerf ield at th e south ern end of th e Canalside
Trail Bike Path  at th e parking area near th e East Deerf ield R ailroad
Yard. Th e loop travels south  on R iver R oad,crosses th eDeerf ield-
Sunderland Bridge, and connects to th e “Connecticut R iver R oute”.
Th ere is also th e option of proceeding south  on R iver R oad and
connecting to th e “R iver R oad Connection into Hampsh ire County”
route. 

River Road Route - Intermediate

(16.4 Miles) Th is loop connects th e Canalside Trail Bike Path  in
Montague and Deerf ield to th e R iv erside Greenway Bike Path  in
Greenf ield.It traverses th e outskirts of  downtown
Greenf ield and into Gill to connect th ese two of f-road b ike path s.
Th ere is a spur th at connects th e R iverside Greenway Bike path
to Greenf ield Community College f rom Colrain R d.

The Greenfield-Montague Loop Route - Intermediate/Novice

                                                                         (7.2 miles)
Please note th at th e Eunice Williams Covered Bridge is temporarily
closed f or repairs so it is not possib le to ride th is entire loop.  Th e
route begins at th e parking lot of th e Greenf ield Swimming Pool
on Nash ’s Mill R oad near th e north ern term inus of th e R iverside
Greenway Bike Path . Leyden R oad h as h ig h  traf f ic volumes and
a narrow sh oulder so caution sh ould be used on th is route. 

Leyden Road-Plain Road Loop - Intermediate

                                                                          (9.4 Miles) Th is route 
travels near th e Connecticut R iver f rom Montague to Sunderland.
Th e route travels on Greenf ield R oad, South  Ferry R oad, and
Meadow R oad in Montague, and Falls R oad and R oute 47 in Sunderland.

The Connecticut River Route - Intermediate

                                                        (1.0 Miles)
Th e path  travels f rom R iverside Drive (of f  of Colrain Street) to Nash ’s 
Mill R oad in Greenf ield. It connects residential neig h b orh oods, Greenf ield 
Community College, th e Greenf ield Swimm ing Area on Nash ’s 
Mill R oad, and downtown Greenf ield. 

The Riverside Greenway - Novice

• Ch eck your b rakes; 
• Make sure your wh eels are not loose;    
• Secure any loose cloth ing with  c lips,
   velcro straps, or by tucking th e cuf f  into
   your soc ks. Loose pant legs can get caugh t
   in b icycle spokes and gears; 
• Use a secure b icycle luggage carrier
   to transport your belongings. Never try to h old
   packages in your h and wh ile b iking; and
• Be alert and do not wear h eadph ones.

Are you ready to ride? Before each ride:Be safe when you ride

Helm ets sav e lives. The Massac h u setts General Law states, “any person 16 
years of ag e or you ng er operating  a b icyc le or b eing  carried as a passeng er
on a b icycle on a pu b lic way, b icyc le path  or on any oth er pu b lic rig h t-of-way 
sh all wear a helm et.” [Mass. General Law (M.G.L.) Chapter 85 S ec tion 11B(2)]. 

When rid ing  at nig h t, th e state law requ ires th at b icycles m u st b e equ ipped  
with  a wh ite lig h t on the front, and  a red lig h t or red  reflec tor in th e rear 
that are v isib le from  500 feet.  The b icyc le or b icyc list m u st also b e equ ipped 
with  reflectors on eac h  ped al or arou nd  eac h  ankle that are v isib le from  600 
feet.  [M.G.L. Chapter 85 S ection 11B (8) and (9)].  
Follow the rules of the road for bicyclists.
•Rid e rig h t with  th e flow of traffic;
•Rid e sing le file;
•S ig nal u sing  eith er h and  to alert m otorist wh en stopping  or tu rning
   (see M.G.L. Chapter 85 S ec tion 11B);
•Look in all d irec tions, b efore tu rning  or m erg ing ;
•Rid e in a pred ic tab le, straig h t line; 
•Merg e and tu rn as if you  were d riv ing  a m otor veh ic le;
•Use you r voice or a b ell to alert pedestrians; 
•S tay alert for v eh ic les com ing  ou t of d riv eways and sid e streets,
 and  for people sitting  in parked  cars wh o m ay open a door; and
•Av oid th e “rig h t h ook” (when a m otorist passes a cyc list on th e left and  tu rns 
rig h t into the b ike’s path ) .  Passing  stopped  or slow-mov ing  cars on th e rig h t 
sid e places you  in a d riv er's b lind  spot. Rid e far enou g h  into the lane to avoid 
rid ing  in a d riv er’s b lind  spot and  parked cars.

Be safe when you ride
Wear a helmet.

Use a light and reflectors when riding at night.

Bicyc les m ay b e rid d en on sid ewalks ou tsid e of b u siness d istric ts when it is in 
the interest of safety, u nless oth erwise d irec ted b y a local ord inance. 2017
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