
Western Massachusetts
Health & Medical Coordinating Coalition

Newsletter
 

March 2018

News and Updates

You're Invited to the 
Western MA Emergency Medical Services Annual Meeting

Please join the membership of WMEMS at their Annual Meeting/Lunch Buffet!

Thursday, April 12th
Elks Club, Spring St., Florence MA

Doors Open at 12 p.m.
Annual Meeting with Election 12:15-12:45

Lunch Buffet at 12:45

Guest Speaker: Bradford Cole, Executive Director, K9 First Responders
"Surviving the Job: Trauma and Personal Resiliency"

Meeting Concludes Approximately 2:30 p.m.

$25.00 per person. Pre-Registration is Required.
Payment via cash or check; WMEMS can invoice your organization as needed

Please call 413-586-6065, or email wmems.org to RSVP

Give Us Your Feedback!
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In the past two months we have experienced winter weather events that have triggered
communications to the full coalition regarding Duty Officer and state ESF-8 desk status,
wherein we have requested facility reports and enhanced monitoring from healthcare
partners. 

Our communications and reporting plans are based on the state's needs for situational
awareness during statewide events, but also provide the basis for our regional monitoring
and communications.

If you have any comments, questions, or feedback on how the communications and
reporting structure is working - for you individually, for your facility, discipline, etc., we'd lode
to hear your thoughts.  Please feel free to contact Mark Maloni, Coalition Planning and
Operations Coordinator, with any feedback for state and Coalition staff, and we will be sure
to consider it as we plan for future events and continual improvement!

Are You Resilient? The Region's Medical Reserve Corps Units
Want to Know!

All western MA HMCC members are asked to please watch this short video and fill out a brief
survey to help the Berkshire Medical Reserve Corps gather information about personal resiliency
in our community. Enter the raffle at the end of the survey for a chance to win a
preparedness kit!

Preparing yourself and your family takes the guess work out of the equation when a disaster
strikes. Having a plan and a kit can give you peace of mind, knowing that you are ready to shelter
or evacuate when you need to. 

Personal resilience includes Emergency Preparedness. Find out how you can become more
resilient at www.wmmrc.org.

Are You Wishing You Could Take Another MRC Survey?
Because You Can!

You are invited to take the . This survey is part of a project conducted by 

The MA Department of Public Health (MA-DPH) Office of Preparedness and Emergency
Management (OPEM) invites you to participate in the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) Regional
Capacity Gap Analysis Survey.  OPEM hopes to capture your your feedback on the following:

Current perceptions of the state of the Massachusetts MRC program
Desired capacity of the MRC program in each region

The Regional Capacity Gap Analysis results will be used to generate a strategic plan to help
regions as they advance MRC units from the current state to the desired outcome.

mailto:mmaloni@frcog.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001I0xPWFLm6w8Z3b6Q3_vmPCMkW0l12CB_8yirgH1tpD_2rHoy-SwLFp0SNBATUlS22qdGimsVNNof9TNbe6Sm1RPD9pl3VmVtbT2D2kPmw70q9985aLGDholCj94OmD5JF1L2tqoNkbCfL5y-jEbgCsoL0kUOJsZNZzSaf25-HuEaTzlq6TxUYqJMlqzj0jJXNZ89tO8v-Cw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001I0xPWFLm6w8Z3b6Q3_vmPCMkW0l12CB_8yirgH1tpD_2rHoy-SwLFp0SNBATUlS2FgIoJSrF9ss6EDhB1tdDJW2rGMq4Nw1iNCRDy5-VVRMSiY8JiolmXWKMlNw1QRXJkZwo22SGPjz9vuGf6H7NejvTTyk8v3C1FRvOOj3UXn8=&c=&ch=


 Access the Survey Here

New Resources

Regional Jurisdictional Risk Assessment Report Now
Available

In 2017, the MA Department of Public Health's Office of
Preparedness and Emergency Management contracted with
JSI Research and Training to conduct Jurisdictional Risk
Assessments (JRA) in each of the six Health and Medical
Coordinating Coalition (HMCC) regions. The purpose of the
JRA was to identify and rate the severity of hazards to the
regional public health, medical, and behavioral health
systems, as well as to identify system vulnerabilities and
risk mitigation strategies to reduce the impacts of these
disasters. This JRA built upon the 2012-2014 Hazard
Vulnerability Assessment (HVA) process conducted in the
regions.

The final report has been issued by JSI Research and
Training and is available for download and review.  This
report, and the process that led up to it, was designed to
allow health and medical facilities meet the elements of the
CMS Preparedness Rule that identify regional hazards and

concerns.  Save a copy for your records, and consider how it informs your emergency plan,
as well as training and exercise needs.  

This process was facilitated by JSI Research and Training, but if you have questions or
concerns, don't hesitate to contact Mark!

CMS Preparedness Rule
Crosswalks for Our Partners

We have begun the process of extracting the federal
Interpretive Guidance covering the CMS Preparedness
Rule into discipline-specific crosswalks to help
partners better understand exactly what elements of the
preparedness rule apply to their provider type (for
instance, all providers must have an emergency plan;
not all providers must concern themselves with
generators or shelter-in place policies). 

Designed to correlate the Rule itself with the specific
provider-type Interpretive Guidance, these crosswalk
documents might help you and/or your staff better
understand not only the required elements of your
provider type, but also the types of documentation and
records that surveyors are asked to look for.  

Please note these documents are built as a planning and preparedness tools; they do not
constitute assurances by the HMCC regarding the findings of your CMS surveys.

You can find them all on our webpage under CMS Preparedness Rule Resources. Thus far, we
have crosswalk documents built for:

Home Health Providers
Hospice Providers
Dialysis (ESRD) Providers
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PACE Organizations
Long-Term Care Facilities

We will soon add Community Health Centers and Hospital crosswalks as well.  We encourage you
to check them out - let Mark know if you find them helpful, or would like to see other/additional tools!

Upcoming Trainings

Incident Command System for
Executives and Senior Officials

The HMCC, in partnership with Baystate Noble Hospital,
will offer a training in ICS for Executives and Senior
Officials on Friday, May 11th, at Noble Hospital.

This training is geared towards executives and officials
(including elected officials, city/county managers, agency
administrators, etc.) who establish or implement policy,
but who are normally not part of the on-scene ICS
organization.

This course describes the history, features and
principles, and organizational structure of the Incident
Command System, including relationships between the
Incident Commanders and Agency Executives.

Specific course topics include:

Basic concepts, organization, and terminology of Incident Command System (ICS)
Role of an Executive/Senior Official relative to the ICS
Major responsibilities of an Executive/Senior Official as related to an incident
Functional responsibilities of the Command and General Staffs
Issues that influence incident complexity and the tools available to analyze complexity

Space is limited to 30 people for this one-day course - please register quickly!

 REGISTER  HERE

Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support
Provider Program

PHTLS is an interactive scenario-based course that
addresses critical thinking and scientifically proven
principles in multi-system trauma care.

April 21st and 22nd (both days required)
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

JFK Middle School
100 Bridge Road, Northampton

There is no cost for this program. 
Limited Seats Available.

Objectives of the course include:

Physiology and kinematics of injury
Rapid assessment of trauma patients
Destination decision based on injuries
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Enhance assessment and treatment of trauma patients

Participants will attend lectures and participate in skills stations during the class working as a
team to meet the course objectives.

All students are responsible for all content in the textbook and should review prior to attending the
class.  Textbooks will be sent to all registered and accepted students at the beginning of March.

Registration priority given to providers in the the four western MA counties.

For more information and to register, visit
www.community911training.org

Upcoming State-Level Trainings 

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) will offer several trainings in the
winter spring of 2018:

Emergency Operations Center Management and Operations - at Berkshire County Jail and
House of Corrections on May 8th-10th, 2018

ICS-400: Advanced ICS - at Worcester Emergency Management on June 5th - 6th, 2018

ICS-300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents -  at WPI Police Department Training
Room Worcester, on June 26th-28th, 2018

All trainings offered through MEMA are free, and require registration through their training portal
website.

Online Training Resources

A reminder that the Del Valle Institute for Emergency Preparedness not only works with HMCCs in
Massachusetts to offer in person trainings covering all aspects of the emergency management
cycle; Del Valle also hosts a series on online training modules including, but not limited to:

Continuity of Operations Planning
Emergency Operations Planning
Mass Dispensing Just-In-Time training
Hazard Vulnerability Planning

The full course catalog can be accessed here.

Web Links
Region 1 HMCC Homepage
 
Western Region Homeland Security Advisory Council (WRHSAC)
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Region 1 Multi-Agency Coordination Center (MACC) Project

The Western MA HMCC is sponsored by the
Franklin Regional Council of Governments

 
and made possible by funding from the

Massachusetts Department of Public Health Office of Emergency Preparedness

Tracy Rogers
HMCC Program Manager
413-774-3167 x 118
regionalprep@frcog.org

Mark Maloni
HMCC Planning and Operations Coordinator
413-774-3167 x 154
mmaloni@frcog.org 
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