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CONNECTS TO CENTRAL FRANKLIN COUNTY BIKEWAY ROUTES MAP

                                                                 (24.7 m ile s)
This route loops from  the Buck land side of S he lburne Falls to
Ashf ie ld Cente r and Conway Cente r.  
Buckland-Ashfield Loop - Intermediate

                                                                                (9.5 m ile s)
This route connects Ashf ie ld to William sburg in Ham pshire County.
The route trave ls on William sburg Road in Conway and connects to
route s in Ham pshire County including the Baystate Gre e nway.  

Ashfield/Williamsburg Connector - Intermediate

                                                                       (30.65 m ile s)
This route brings cyclists through the hills of weste rn Frank lin
County. It begins in Ashf ie ld on Route 112, trave ls to
Buck land and Charle m ont along the De e rf ie ld Rive r. A short
section of this road has rough pave m e nt with large pothole s.  The
route trave ls from  Route 8A in Charle m ont into Plainf ie ld.  From
Plainf ie ld cente r the route turns onto Route 116 and heads back to
Ashf ie ld. This route is conside red “advanced” because it is very hilly
and stre nuous. Additionally, the re are lim ited shoulde rs on Rt 8A.

Western Franklin County Loop - Advanced

                                                               (21.5 m ile s) 
This route loops through the southeaste rn portion of Conway into
Whatle y. At the southe rn point on this loop, it is possible to trave l
onto Hayde nville Road to connect to Ham pshire County and the
Pione e r Valle y bicycling route s in Northam pton. Caution should be
used on this road because Hayde nville Road has high traf f ic
volum e s and no clear shoulde r m ark ings. 

Whately/Conway Loop - Intermediate                                                                       (11.3 m ile s)
This route connects we ste rn Franklin County to bik e route s in
Ve rm ont using Route 112 beginning in the S he lburne and
continuing to the Verm ont borde r. This route is classif ied as
“advanced” because of the hilly and stre nuous te rrain.

Shelburne/Vermont Connector - Advanced

                                                                              (10.2 m ile s)
This route connects from  Conway cente r and the Buck land Ashf ie ld
Loop to Downtown Gre e nf ie ld.  It is an alte rnative to the m ore
heavily trave lled Route 2. There are som e short but ste e p hills along
the way. 

West County-Greenfield Connector - Advanced

We st County - Gre e nf ie ld Connector

Road Description
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Dirt/Grave l Road

Legend

Ope n S pace/ Park
De ve loped Land

Bike Route
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Rive rside Gre e nway
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We ste rn Franklin County Loop
Buck land - Ashfie ld Loop
William sburg Connector

Whate ly - Conway Loop
S he lburne - Ve rm ont Connector

"ü Public Parking
!V Food
!H Library
"Z Re fre shm e nts / Wate r
"9 Cam pground
"H Mountain Bik e Acce ss
"º Bik e S upplie s
"5 Picnic



Western Franklin County Bikeway Routes
                            is located in northwestern Mas sachusetts.  It is
the most rural county in Mas sachusetts, and is bordered by Vermont and
New Hampshire to the north, Berkshire County to the west,
Hampshire County to the south, and Worcester County to the east.
Franklin County is a scenic place for bicycling.  There are
picturesque natural landscapes which consist of
forests, hills, river valleys and vast areas of farmland.
  
The Western Franklin County Bikeway Routes Map is part of a
series of maps for the county which are intended to provide
preferred routes for bicycling. This map consists of a series of
shared roadway routes in which bicyclists travel with the flow of
motor vehicle traffic in a shoulder or breakdown lane of the road.
These routes may not be suitable for novice or les s experienced
bicyclists. It is important that all bicyclists consider their riding
abilities when choosing the best route to ride. In order to as sist
bicyclists in determining which of the routes would be best suited to
their abilities the narrative descriptions of the rides have been
ranked as “novice”, “intermediate” or “advanced”. The map contains 
information on the distance and elevation profile for each route.

Franklin County

COLRAIN

CHARLEMONT GREENFIELD
SHELBURNE

HAWLEY BUCKLAND

CONWAY
ASHFIELDPLAINFIELD

Towns on the Western County Bikeway Map

O the r sourc e s for bic yc ling in Franklin County and Massac huse tts inc lud e : Franklin County Cham be r of Com m e rc e , e njoythe rid e bybike .c om , 
MassGIS, MassDot, De partm e nt of Conse rvation and Re c re ation, and  The  Franklin Re gional Counc il of Gove nrm e nts www.frc og.org

Bike Route Distance and Elevation Profiles

The  Franklin Re gional Counc il of Gove rnm e nts, the  c itie s and towns ove r whose  road s you will trave l, and the  age nc ie s 
and  groups liste d  on this m ap are  not re sponsible  for your pe rsonal safe ty and in no m anne r c e rtify the  safe ty of the se  
route s for use  by bic yc lists.  The se  roads are  sugge ste d  only as m ore  suitable  than othe rs for bic yc le  trave l.  All use rs 
assum e  full re sponsibility for the ir own safe ty. This m ap inc lud e s roads that m ay be  private . Ple ase  re spe c t the  rights of 
land owne rs. This m ap was pre pare d  in c oope ration with the  Massac huse tts De partm e nt of Transportation
and  the  US De partm e nt of Transportation und e r c ontrac t num be r 57373.
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For more information on bicycling in
Franklin County please visit:
www.enjoytheridebybike.com
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He lm e ts save  live s. The  Massac huse tts Ge ne ral Law state s, “any pe rson 16 
ye ars of age  or younge r ope rating a bic yc le  or be ing c arrie d  as a passe nge r
on a bic yc le  on a public  way, bic yc le  path or on any othe r public right-of-way 
shall we ar a he lm e t.” [Mass. Ge ne ral Law (M.G.L.) Chapte r 85 Se c tion 11B(2)]. 

W he n rid ing at night, the  state  law re q uire s that bic yc le s m ust be  e q uippe d  
with a white  light on the  front, and  a re d  light or re d  re fle c tor in the  re ar 
that are  visible  from  500 fe e t. The  bic yc le  or bic yc list m ust also be  e q uippe d  
with re fle c tors on e ac h pe d al or around  e ac h ankle  that are  visible  from  600 
fe e t.  [M.G.L. Chapte r 85 Se c tion 11B (8) and  (9)].  
Follow the rules of the road for bicyclists.
•Rid e  right with the  flow of traffic ;
•Rid e  single  file ;
•Signal using e ithe r hand  to ale rt m otorist whe n stopping or turning
   (se e  M.G.L. Chapte r 85 Se c tion 11B);
•Look in all d ire c tions, be fore  turning or m e rging;
•Rid e  in a pre d ic table , straight line ; 
•Me rge  and  turn as if you we re  d riving a m otor ve hic le ;
•Use  your voic e  or a be ll to ale rt pe d e strians; 
•Stay ale rt for ve hic le s c om ing out of d rive ways and  sid e  stre e ts,
 and  for pe ople  sitting in parke d  c ars who m ay ope n a d oor; and
•Avoid  the  “right hook” (whe n a m otorist passe s a c yc list on the  le ft and  turns 
right into the  bike ’s path). Passing stoppe d  or slow-m oving ve hic le s on the  right 
sid e  plac e s you in a d rive r's blind  spot. Rid e  far e nough into the  lane  to avoid  
rid ing in a d rive r’s blind  spot and  parke d  c ars.

Wear a helmet.

Use a light and reflectors when riding at night.

Bic yc le s m ay be  rid d e n on sid e walks outsid e  of busine ss d istric ts whe n it is in 
the  inte re st of safe ty, unle ss othe rwise  d ire c te d  by a loc al ord inanc e . 

&www.frcog.org

Be safe when you ride

• Ch eck your brakes; 
• Make su re you r w h eels are not loose;    
• Secu re any loose cloth ing w ith  clips,
   velcro straps, or by tucking th e cu ff into
   you r socks. Loose pant legs can get cau gh t
   in bicycle spokes and gears; 
• Use a secu re bicycle lu ggage carrier
    to transport your belongings. 
    Never try to h old packages in you r 
    h and w h ile biking; and
• Be alert and do not w ear h eadph ones.

Are you ready to ride? Before each ride:

• Teach  ch ildren to stop and look 
   before coming ou t of a drivew ay, 
   and to w alk th eir bicycles across 
   an intersection.
• Do not allow  ch ildren to ride in 
   traffic until th ey know  th e rules 
   of th e road.
• Never let ch ildren “play” w ith  
   bicycles in th e street.
• Alw ays w ear a h elmet.

Teach children safe 
bicycling habits.
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