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TO:   Franklin County Septic Designers and Installers 
FROM: Andrea Crete, RS, MPH, Regional Health Director  
DATE: Approved 3/27/2013  
RE:   New CPHS Uniform Title-5 Sand Testing Policy 
 
 T h e  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y  C o o p e r a t i v e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  ( C P H S )  i s  
p r o v i d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  t o  s e v e r a l  B o a r d s  o f  H e a l t h  i n  F r a n k l i n  
C o u n t y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a  u n i f o r m  l e v e l  o f  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  T i t l e - 5  s a n d  w i l l  b e  u s e d .  

 310 CMR 15.255(3)  requi res  that  a  s i eve  analys is  shal l  be  performed on a  
represent at ive   sample  o f  a l l  m ateri a ls  used for  “ Cons truct i on i n  Fi l l” .   310 CMR 
15.255(4)  a l lows  that  the  local  Board of  Heal th  m ay requi re  that  a  mi nim u m  of  one  
representat i ve  s am ple  be  take n from  the  i n - plac e  f i l l  for  a  s ystem  servi ng a  s i ngle  
fami ly  resi denc e  and tes ted for  c om pli anc e  wi th  the  grai n  s ize  requi rements .  
 
In  order  to  com ply  wi th  the  above  requi rem ents ,  Sept ic  Ins ta l lers  wil l  need to  furni s h  
c opies  of  s and analys is  report(s )  for  the  m ateri a ls  bei ng us ed purs uant  to  15 .255.  
T hes e  analys es  may be  furnis hed by the  s and suppl ier  provi ded they meet  the  T i t le - 5  
c ode  requi rement  for  bei ng a  representat ive   sample .  The  fo l lowi ng proc es s  wi l l  b e  
us ed:  
 
1 .   S u p p l i e r - p r o v i d e d  T i t l e - 5  S a n d  a n a l y s e s  s h a l l  b e  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  o l d .  

2 .   S a n d  s u p p l i e r s  s h a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  S e p t i c  I n s t a l l e r  
i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b y  f o l l o w i n g  a  w r i t t e n  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  P l a n  ( Q A P )  w h i c h  
d o c u m e n t s  t h e  m e t h o d ( s )  u s e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a  s a m p l e  r e p o r t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  b e i n g  s u p p l i e d  f o r  u s e .  T h e  Q A P  s h a l l  i n d i c a t e  w h e r e  t h e  s a m p l e  
w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  p i t  o r  p i l e ,  a n d  h o w  i t  w a s  h a n d l e d ,  c o m p o s i t e d ,  o r  b l e n d e d .  
 
3 .   T h e  s a n d  s u p p l i e r ’ s  Q A P  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t  t o  a n y  S e p t i c  
I n s t a l l e r  o r  B o a r d  o f  H e a l t h ,  a t  n o  c h a r g e .  
 
4 .   I f  the  above  requirem ents  c an not  be  m et ,  the  S epti c  Ins tal ler  s hal l  fo l low 
15.255(4)  and c ol lect  a  repres entat i ve  s am ple  from  each  s ys tem  bei ng i ns ta l led .  
 
5 .  T he  S epti c  Ins ta l ler  s hal l  c erti fy  that  th is  proc ess  is  bei ng fo l lowed and s hal l  
provi de  c opies  of  a l l  s and s i eve  analys es  a long wi th  a  Bi l l - of -Ladi ng c onnec ted to  the  
tes ted m ateri a ls ,  as  part  o f  the  s i gn -of f  on the  Cert i f ic ate  of  Com pli ance  fo l lowi ng 
s ys tem  i ns ta l lati on ,  per  15 .021(3) .   
 

S hould  you have  any ques t ions ,  p le as e  fee l  f ree  to  c a l l  or  em ai l .  

Andrea Crete, RS, MPH     413-774-3167 x106 
413-834-5729 (cell) or  acrete@frcog.org 
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