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INTRODUCTION  
Franklin County has a rich cultural heritage with countless 
cultural resources providing evidence of the character and 
history of the region. The culture of a place and its people 
can be discovered through its landscapes, structures, objects, 
festivals and more. For the purposes of this Plan, cultural 
resources are defined as follows: 
 

Places: A special place that helps define the character of a 
community or reflects its past such as a village center, 
landscape, river corridor, park, farm, archaeological site, 
Native American site, trail, or scenic road. 
Objects: A special object of historic, scientific, educational, or 
social importance such as an artifact, historic record, 
photograph, map, cemetery, or mill site. 
Creations: Special art or event that offers evidence of the 
traditions and creativity of people such as music, dance, arts 
and crafts, food, festivals, or special event.1 
 
 

 

VILLAGE CENTERS were mostly settled in the mid to late 
1700s and are often located on rivers, mainly for power and 
transportation, because of rich agricultural soils, and later 
for industry and tourism. Village centers were also 
established in agricultural areas. Most village centers have in 
common their historic homes, churches, and mill buildings, 
often clustered near a village common and located on a 
main road. Over two- thirds of the County’s village centers 
are on the National Register of Historic Places. One such 
place is Historic Deerfield, which focuses on the history of 
the Connecticut River Valley.  

RIVER CORRIDORS shape the County in numerous 
ways, influencing human activities, providing wildlife 
habitat, offering recreation, food, power, and 
transportation and providing humans with a deep 
connection to the natural world. They can be flat and 
broad, such as the Connecticut River Valley or narrow 
and hilly, such as those of the hilltowns.

                                                           
1 Definition is developed from MA Heritage Landscape Program, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, National Scenic Byway Program, and 
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service definitions. 

BACKGROUND 
Franklin County has worked to identify and protect its 
cultural resources through many local and regional 
planning efforts. Obtaining the funding needed to 
restore and reuse the County’s historical buildings for 
mixed uses is a priority for residents, as is protecting its 
agricultural lands and fostering arts and culture.  

Given the diversity of cultural resources in Franklin 
County, this chapter of the Plan endeavors to describe 
the types of cultural resources Franklin County 
possesses, to highlight several exceptional resources, 
and to provide a summary of cultural resources 
documented in previous planning efforts. This chapter 
also discusses the impact of climate change on cultural 
resources and will identify constraints, 
recommendations, and potential projects to protect 
cultural resources. 

 
 
 
 

FARMS in Franklin County reflect the agrarian 
heritage of the region and offer idyllic views of 
farmland tucked into forests. Behind these idyllic views 
is the reality of hard-working farmers, diversifying their 
crops and working to meet the growing demand for 
locally-grown food in the County. Farms provide 
connections to the agricultural history of the County 
and an opportunity for economic development for the 
region. 

SCENIC LANDSCAPES in Franklin County are often 
comprised of farms and forest, sometimes located 
alongside rivers. They often contain village centers and, 
in many cases offer scenic views of nearby ridge lines 
and mountains. Five routes in Franklin County – 
Routes 116, 112, 122, the Mohawk Trail (Route 2), and 
Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway (Routes 47 and 
63/10) – have been designated Scenic Byways by the 
State, making them eligible for various funding sources.  

PLACES IN FRANKLIN COUNTY THAT ARE CULTURAL RESOURCES: Types of places that most 
define the character of Franklin County include its village centers, river corridors, farms, and scenic landscapes. 
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Bridges range from the iconic pedestrian Bridge of 
Flowers in Shelburne Falls to the historic Bissell Bridge 
in Charlemont to the cantilever arch style French King 
Bridge that spans the Connecticut River between Gill 
and Erving.  There are 293 bridges in Franklin County, 
many of which are historically and culturally significant. 
Repairing and preserving (where possible) the County’s 
bridges is important for the County’s historic and 
cultural heritage as well as for the safety and well-being 
of its citizens. See Chapter 5: Transportation for more 
information. 

 

 

Arts and Crafts – and the artists who create them – 
are a vital part of Franklin County’s economy. Artisans 
work from home studios and from art galleries, form 
artists networks, and contribute to the local economy. 
Crafts of Colrain, RiverCulture Project, and Old 
Deerfield Craft Fairs are just a few of the many arts and 
crafts-related projects that draw residents and tourists 
alike to the County. Other arts and crafts-based groups 
in the County include community and school choruses 
and theatre groups.  

 

Insert examples of Cultural Resource Objects here 
 
 

CEMETERIES exist in all Franklin County towns. 
Some are owned by towns while others are on private 
property. All cemeteries are important cultural 
resources and contain evidence of the history of a 
community, display the work of skilled stone carvers, 
and document the evolution of funereal iconography. 
Historic cemeteries and burial grounds present 
preservation challenges, including the need for 
maintenance and repair of damaged headstones, 
deteriorated walks and enclosures, and aging and 
hazardous trees. 

 
 
 

Events and Festivals As with other cultural 
resources in Franklin County, there is a rich and 
diverse list of events and festivals, too numerous to 
mention. Examples of these types of cultural resources 
include the North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival, 
Ashfield Fall Festival, Festival of the Hills in Conway, 
Sunderland Fall Festival, and Rowe Historical Society’s 
Walk to Historic Fort Pelham, as well as many other 
street fairs, powwows, and craft fairs. Most events and 
festivals in the County rely upon volunteers and 
donations. 

CREATIONS: Types of artistic or creative things or events that demonstrate the traditions or values of Franklin 
County include arts and crafts and events and festivals.  
 
 
 

Cultural resources include bridges, such as the French King Bridge in Erving/Gill, and cemeteries such as this one in Ashfield. 

OBJECTS IN FRANKLIN COUNTY THAT ARE CULTURAL RESOURCES: Types of objects of historic, 
scientific, educational, or social importance that are most common in Franklin County are found in town historical societies, 
museums, libraries, town offices, and town-owned or private land. They include historic maps and photographs, archives, stone 
walls, cemeteries, bridges, cisterns, mill remnants, private homes, municipal buildings, antiques, and much more. 
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CREATIVE ECONOMY IN FRANKLIN COUNTY  
The FRCOG’s Greater Franklin County 2012 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 
Annual Report addresses the impact the creative economy 
has had on the region’s economy. The creative economy 
sector includes independent writers and artists, as well those 
employed in firms that produce crafts or media content.  
The report finds that artists and craftspeople who grow and 
expand their businesses in Franklin County provide 
employment and mentoring opportunities.  The revenues 
they earn circulate within the community longer than if the 
business had ownership from outside the area.  In addition, 
this industry is generally environmentally friendly and 
contributes to the overall character of the community 
without significantly using town resources.  Galleries, studio 
space, public art and events, all add to a downtown’s vitality 
and are a visible contribution to a community.   
 
While the concentration of artisans in the region has been 
acknowledged for a long time, a statistical assessment titled 
“The Creative Economy of the Pioneer Valley” was 
published by the FRCOG and Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission. This inventory of the creative economy sector 
in the three-county, Pioneer Valley region demonstrated 
that parts of the Pioneer Valley have increasingly higher 
concentrations of creative workers than the state and the 
nation, and that the types of cultural enterprises vary widely 
within the region.  The report creates a baseline for 
understanding the dimensions of the Pioneer Valley’s 
creative economy.  This data is being used to inform 
stakeholders when exploring policies and programs.  
 
According to New England Foundation’s CultureCount 
calculator that demonstrates the economic impact of 
cultural organizations to a Massachusetts community or 
county, it was determined that for FY2003 in Franklin 
County, cultural organizations had $20 million local 
economic impact.  While this model does not provide for 
more updated figures, it does demonstrate the contribution 
of the creative economy to the greater economy.     
 
In the past year, the Fostering the Arts & Culture in 
Franklin County Project hosted its third Creative Economy 
Summit.  Over 200 people attended the two-day summit in 
downtown Greenfield to discuss this economic sector and 

to develop strategies for how to further support it across the 
greater region.  More information about this event and the 
organizations and initiatives that are supporting the creative 
economy is included in the CEDS report and some 
recommendations from the report are included at the end 
of this chapter and in Chapter 6: Economic Development. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS TO CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Many of the County’s cultural resources could be 
vulnerable to damage due to flooding, which is 
anticipated to increase due to climate change. Native 
American artifacts and sites could be at risk of flooding 
as could bridges and historic mill buildings. Village 
centers, many of which were settled on rivers and which 
are also often designated as historic districts, are 
especially vulnerable to flooding. The buildings and 
other structures within village centers are often quite 
old and of historical significance and can contain 
historic archives, maps and other objects which serve as 
a record of the town’s history. Franklin County's towns 
are challenged to find funding to help flood-proof older 
buildings and/or to move cultural resources to areas 
less prone to flooding. Other impacts of climate change 
will include increased frequency of major storms 
including rain and snow storms, as well as microbursts.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Cultural resources can be vulnerable to flooding, as was seen 
during Tropical Storm Irene, which knocked the Eunice Williams 
Covered Bridge in Greenfield from its footings. 
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Top Three Cultural Resource Goals:  
 Foster the growth of arts and culture 
 Support our agricultural heritage 
 Preserve rural & scenic landscapes* 
 Revitalize & preserve historic town centers* 

*Tied for third place 
 

Another environmental threat to cultural and historic 
resources is acid rain, which not only impacts cemetery 
and historical markers, but which damages historic trees 
and stone buildings.  
 
PRESERVING CULTURAL AND 
HISTORIC RESOURCES 
Input from the Sustainable Communities Goals Survey 
help to define those cultural resources goals that are 
most important to Franklin County residents. 

Many planning efforts in Franklin County include 
inventory, assessment, and prioritization of cultural 
resources for preservation. These include: 
 
Heritage Landscape Inventories (HLIs): The MA 
Department of Conservation and Recreation program 
identifies, documents, and plans for the protection of 
vital heritage landscapes. Six Franklin County towns 
completed HLI Reconnaissance Reports in 2008 and 
2009. Goals of the program are to help communities 
identify a wide range of landscape resources, 
particularly those that are significant and unprotected, 
and to provide strategies for their preservation. Areas 
identified as Priority Heritage Landscapes in those 
reports are shown on Map 9-1.  
 
Open Space and Recreation Plans (OSRPs): Twenty- 
two Franklin County towns have completed OSRPs, 11 
of which are in need of updating. One requirement of 
the MA Division of Conservation Services is to identify 
and map scenic resources and unique environments. 
Some cultural resources that have been identified in 
local OSRPs include ridgelines, archaeological districts, 
agricultural landscapes, historic districts, archives of 
newspapers, and Native American sites. 
 

Community Development Plans (CDPs): Community 
Development Plans are intended to help towns to 
identify their future growth. Funded by the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs (EOEEA), a CDP is a 
comprehensive inventory of the town’s natural, 
agricultural, cultural and recreational resources as well 
as a blueprint for their stewardship and conservation.  
 
Master Plans: Master Plans are long-range planning 
documents designed to provide a blueprint for a 
community’s future and to guide development in a way 
that supports residents’ vision for the future. Master 
planning often examines and evaluates many 
community assets and characteristics, including natural 
resources and open space, community facilities and 
services, housing, historic and scenic resources, 
economic development, transportation, capital 
improvements, and land use and zoning.  Several 
Franklin County towns have master plans but most are 
not recent. The master planning process can require 
substantial monetary and time investments that most of 
our rural communities cannot afford, without 
assistance from grants and other funds.  
 
Scenic Byway Plans: The Massachusetts Legislature 
designates state scenic byways in the Acts of 2004, 
Chapter 291, Section 65.  These distinctive roadways 
have been recognized by the Commonwealth in order 
to preserve and enhance existing resources and to 
generate new possibilities for economic growth. 
Financial support for Scenic Byways is provided 
through the National Scenic Byways Program. In order 
to be eligible for funding, these byways must meet 
certain eligibility criteria based on their archaeological, 
cultural, natural, recreational, historic and scenic 
qualities. Five routes in Franklin County have been 
designated Scenic Byways. 
 
Hazard Mitigation Plans: Hazard mitigation planning 
focuses on pre-disaster planning and emphasizes actions 
that can be taken before a natural disaster occurs. The 
local and regional Hazard Mitigation Plans for Franklin 
County identify resources that are at risk of being 
impacted by natural hazards. In 2010, FEMA put an 
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added emphasis on natural hazards impacts on cultural 
and historic resources. By 2013, 24 out of 26 Franklin 
County towns will have up-to-date Hazard Mitigation 
Plans with specific cultural and historic resources called 
out. These updated plans will help the towns qualify for 
mitigation and disaster relief funding. 
 
National Register of Historic Places: The National 
Register of Historic Places is the official list of the 
Nation's historic places worthy of preservation. 
Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, the National Park Service's National Register of 
Historic Places is part of a national program to 
coordinate and support public and private efforts to 
identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 
archeological resources. This designation is honorary in 
nature and does not provide protection except for 
demolition delay review for buildings. However, the 
location of a property within a National Register 
District does reflect its historic significance. There are 
currently 48 properties, areas or structures in Franklin 
County on the National Register. They include bridges, 
village districts, churches, town commons, schools, and 
houses. 
 
Community Preservation Act (CPA): The CPA allows 
communities to create a local Community Preservation 
Fund to raise money through a surcharge of up to 3 
percent of the real estate tax levy on real property for 
open space protection, historic preservation and the 
provision of affordable housing. The act also creates a 
state matching fund, which serves as an incentive to 
communities to pass the CPA. To date, Conway, 
Deerfield, Leverett, Northfield, Shutesbury, 
Sunderland, and Whately have adopted the CPA. 
 
Local Historic Districts 
A Local Historic District is established by a community 
to protect the distinctive characteristics of important 
areas, and to encourage new structural designs that are 
compatible with the area's historic setting. Once a local 
historic district is established, a commission is 
appointed to review all applications for exterior changes 
to properties within the district. This design review 
process assures that changes to properties will not 
detract from the district's historic character. The review 

criteria are determined by each city and town and are 
specific to each local historic district. Currently there 
are no local historic districts in the County. 
 
There are many other programs and resources currently 
available to assist communities in preserving cultural 
resources, however funding for many of these has been 
reduced or eliminated in recent years. These programs 
and resources include: 
 
Massachusetts Cultural Districts Initiative: This new 
initiative was launched by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council (MCC) in 2011. The initiative encourages 
Massachusetts communities to strengthen their sense of 
place and stimulate economic activity. A cultural 
district is defined by the MCC as “a specific 
geographical area in a city or town that has a 
concentration of cultural facilities, activities, and assets. 
It is a walkable, compact area that is easily identifiable 
to visitors and residents and serves as a center of 
cultural, artistic and economic activity. The 
Massachusetts Cultural Council recognizes that each 
community is unique and that no two cultural districts will 
be alike.” 
 
Towns can apply for designation by forming a cultural 
district partnership with other organizations and 
stakeholders. The 5-year designation can bring with it 
Massachusetts Cultural Council funding that might 
benefit the planning and implementation of cultural 
districts. Shelburne Falls is the first to have a designated 
Cultural District in the County. This designation could 
help attract additional visitors to the village and region. 
 
Capital Facilities Fund: A recent passage of a modified 
bill in the state allows small towns and rural 
communities with historic buildings that also serve as 
cultural centers to receive capital improvement money 
from the Capital Facilities Fund administered through 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council. This fund no 
longer imposes a 50,000 square foot minimum for 
buildings, making it easier for rural towns to qualify. 
Given that many town halls are among the most 
historic buildings in their communities and often 
double as the cultural facility, this legislation may assist 
towns in rehabbing these important structures. 
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National Endowment for the Arts (NEA):  
Our Town Creative PlaceMaking:  
NEA offers competitive grant funding for creative 
placemaking projects that contribute to the livability of 
communities and to their beauty and sustainability, 
with the arts at their core. “Our Town” invests in 
creative and innovative projects in which communities, 
together with their arts and design organizations and 
artists, seek to improve their quality of life, encourage 
greater creative activity, foster a stronger sense of place, 
and revitalize economic development. 

Massachusetts Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit (MHRTC) 
Administered by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, the MHRTC helps enable the 
rehabilitation, reuse and revitalization of historic 
properties in the state. Using these tax credits, historic 
structures have been rehabilitated to create quality 
affordable and market rate housing, community 
centers, commercial and office space, performing arts 
venues, and restaurants, and helps drive economic 
development. 

 

CONSTRAINTS TO PROTECTING 
CULTURAL RESOURCES 
While there is the desire to preserve and enhance 
cultural resources in Franklin County, participants of 
the fall workshops indicated one of the top constraints 
to doing so is funding. Lack of funding is the top 
constraint among several others which were identified 
throughout the planning process. The constraints 
identified include: 
 Need for funding to inventory and map cultural 

resources locations. 
 Need for funding for the preservation and 

restoration of important cultural resources, 
including historic buildings, sites, artifacts, and 
other resources. 

 Vulnerability of many cultural resources to the 
impacts of climate change and extreme weather 
events, especially flooding.  

 Development pressures on scenic landscapes such 
as farmland and ridgelines. 

 Age of many cultural resources. 

 Challenge of retrofitting old structures to meet 
current building codes and requirements for access. 

 Challenge of rehabbing historic structures while 
meeting energy efficiency goals. 

 Impacts of acid rain and other elements on 
gravestones, historic buildings and markers and 
other cultural and historic resources. 

 The challenge of staffing all-volunteer commissions 
and boards related to cultural and historic 
resources limits towns’ abilities to complete projects 
such as inventory and documentation of resources. 
 

 
Whately’s historic buildings and cemeteries are valuable cultural 
assets for the town and the region. 

 



SUSTAINABLE FRANKLIN COUNTY  CULTURAL RESOURCES | 9 

 

 
 
Table 1: Recommendations and Strategies 
for Cultural Resources 

Implementation  
 
 
 
 
Partnering Organization(s)* In

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
/ 

O
ng

oi
ng

 

0-
5 

  Y
ea

rs
 

6-
10

 Y
ea

rs
 

11
-1

5 
Y

ea
rs

 

16
-2

0 
Y

ea
rs

 

Encourage regional and local initiatives that identify and protect existing cultural and historic resources. 
Provide technical assistance to towns for assessing, inventorying, mapping, 
and planning for cultural and historic resources. 

 X    
FRCOG, MHC 

Support efforts to pursue funding, potentially through an NEA grant, to 
plan and implement creative placemaking projects. 

 X    
FRCOG, Local Cultural Councils, 
Historical Commissions 

Pursue funding to support the updating of town Open Space and 
Recreation Plans, which expire after seven years of their last update. 

X     
FRCOG, Town Open Space and 
Recreation Committees, DCR 

Pursue funding to support the updating or creation of town Master Plans. X     FRCOG, Towns 
Pursue funding to help support local cultural councils, historical 
commissions, and other primarily volunteer organizations that work to 
protect and preserve cultural and historic resources in the region. 

 X X   
FRCOG, Local Historical 
Commissions 

Support the development of a safety-net for professional artists in the event 
of a disaster and/or emergency (such as Craft Emergency Relief Fund in 
Vermont). 

 X X   
RiverCulture, Local Cultural 
Councils 

Support activities that redevelop vacant or underutilized historic properties. 
Conduct a regional inventory and assessment of historic buildings, and 
support local Historical Commissions to maintain and update this 
inventory. 

 X X   
FRCOG, Local Historical 
Commissions 

Support the redevelopment and reuse of historic structures, particularly 
those located in village centers, such as the Strathmore Mill, Putnam Hall, 
First National Bank Building, Sweetheart Inn, and Railroad Salvage 
building for such mixed uses as apartments, retail, commercial, office 
space, and artist studios and living spaces. 

 X    

FRCOG, Private Investors/ 
Developers, Massachusetts 
Cultural Council (MCC), 
MassDevelopment, Community 
Preservation Committees 

Host regional workshops that focus on historic preservation options and 
programs, including using the Massachusetts Historic Rehabilitation Tax 
Credit. 

X     
FRCOG, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, Local Historical 
Commissions 

*See Page 18 of Chapter 4: Housing for a key to the Partnering Organizations abbreviations  
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Support the growth of the creative economy. 

Integrate the arts, cultural and historic resources into planning for 
economic development at the local and regional level. 

X     
FRCOG, Towns 

Help sustain the North Quabbin Woods program and Turners Falls 
RiverCulture, projects that promote and enhance cultural activities. 

X     

Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
Local Cultural Councils,  Franklin 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
NQ Chamber of Commerce 

Encourage artists, craftspeople and others employed in occupations and 
businesses in the creative economy to participate in the New England 
Foundation for the Arts’ CultureCount database. 

X     
Local Cultural Councils 

Create shared artist studio and creative business work spaces in downtowns 
and village centers. 

 X X   
Private Investors/ Developers 

Support initiatives that advance the creative economy sector across the 
region, such as the Fostering Art and Culture Project and their 
activities such as Creative Economy Summit, trip itineraries, Buzz Events, 
workshops, etc. 

X     

FRCOG, RiverCulture,  Franklin 
County Chamber of Commerce,  
SFABA,  NQ Chamber of 
Commerce 

Encourage the use of www.artistlink.org to connect artists with available 
studio spaces. 

X     
Local Cultural Councils, Franklin 
County Chamber of Commerce,  
SFABA 

Seek funding to create and maintain a cultural resource database which 
captures information on artists and events in the region. 

 X    
FRCOG 

Promote cultural resources “branding” on a regional level that captures the essence of Franklin County. 

Create a heritage trail that links one rural town to the next through their 
cultural and historic resources such as through the Scenic Byway Marketing 
Program. 

 X X   
FRCOG, Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, Local Cultural Councils 
and Historical Commissions 

Promote the Fostering Art and Culture Project as a means to encourage 
regional branding and collaboration to extend the creative economy’s 
impact on the entire region. 

X     
Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce,  SFABA 
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Promote the marketing plans for designated hub areas of Franklin County, 
identified in the Fostering Art and Culture Project as North Quabbin, 
Turners Falls, Deerfield, Shelburne Falls, and Greenfield. 

 X X   
Franklin County and North 
Quabbin Chambers of 
Commerce,  SFABA 

Help promote the work of Museums10 collaborative, which fosters life-long 
learning through art, culture, science, and history. 

 X    
Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce,  SFABA 

Support efforts of indigenous groups (organizations or tribes) to develop an appreciation and understanding of their 
rich heritage in the region. 

Continue to identify and prioritize for protection Native American cultural 
and historic resources in local, regional, and Scenic Byway plans in the region. 

X     FRCOG, Towns 

Support the creation of a heritage tourism program and/or facility focusing 
on the importance of Native American peoples’ place in the region. 

 X X   
Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce,  SFABA, Towns 

Support education and outreach related to cultural and historic resources. 

Pursue funding to digitize historic photos and documents for the purposes 
of preservation and sharing. 

 X    
FRCOG, Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, Towns 

Promote courses available to the public such as cemetery and historic 
marker preservation, and preservation restrictions for homes and scenic areas. 

X     
Greenfield Community College, 
MHC 

Support classroom curricula for elementary and high school students 
including local historical and cultural focuses. 

X     
Local Historical Commissions and 
Cultural Councils, School 
Administrators, Teachers 

Encourage utilization of programs that use local high school, college, and 
university interns to help towns with cultural and historical projects such as 
documentation and inventory of resources. 

X     
Local Historical Commissions, 
Local Cultural Councils, School 
Administrators, Teachers 

Support tours of historic buildings that have been rehabilitated, 
particularly those that have been retrofitted with energy efficient features to 
demonstrate sustainability. 

 X    
Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce, Local Energy 
Committees, NESEA 

Encourage the collection of oral history narratives to capture important 
stories from elders. 

 X X X  
Local Historical Commissions, 
Local Cultural Councils 
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Cultural and Historic Resources Summary 
Mapping cultural and historic resources at the 
regional level helps to identify patterns which 
may be utilized to help prioritize areas for 
protection. Patterns can also be useful to help 
create historic and cultural tours of Franklin 
County. The existing Scenic Byways, shown in 
purple, could serve as the basis for such tours 
and could link various cultural hubs throughout 
the region. 

Scenic Byways travel throughout Franklin 
County, intersecting with one another and 
connecting towns with similar resources 
together. For example, Scenic Byways connect 
many of the National Register Historic Districts 
to each other, helping to make the Districts 
easily accessible to visitors.  

Mapping important cultural and historic 
resources can also help to identify those that 
could potentially be at risk to such hazards as 
increased flooding associated with climate 
change, such as those located along rivers and 
other water bodies. Mapping and assessing these 
cultural and historic resources is a first step 
toward planning for their protection. A more 
detailed region-wide mapping and assessment of 
cultural and historic resources, with funds to 
maintain such an assessment, is one of the 
strategies recommended in this chapter. 

Native American cultural and historic resources 
are also a vital part of the region. Due to their 
often sensitive nature, Native American 
resources are not identified on this map, 
however, this plan includes a recommendation 
and strategies to help promote and protect 
indigenous resources in the region. 

 

 

Note: See other side for the numbered key 

for the National Register of Historic 

Districts 

  State Cultural District       #   Historic Districts (see Table 2) 
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BENCHMARKS  

 The overall goals for the region’s cultural and historic resources are mostly long-term efforts with multiple strategies.  
In order to measure the success of the cultural resources goals some suggested benchmarks are shown in Table 3. The 
benchmarks are predominantly data-driven and can be measured over time.  To do this, data on the benchmarks will 
be collected and evaluated by FRCOG staff at regular intervals to establish trends. 

TABLE 3: Cultural and Historic Resource Benchmarks 

Performance Measure Unit of Measurement Desired Trend 

Towns with up to date Hazard Mitigation 
Plans. 

Percent change in towns Increase 
 

Properties listed on National Register of 
Historic Places 

Percent change properties Increase 
 

Properties rehabilitated and reused for mixed 
use development 

Percent change in properties Increase 
 

Participation in CPA 
Percent change in number of 
towns 

Increase 
 

Towns with up to date Master Plans and /or 
Open Space and Recreation Plans. 

Percent change in number of 
towns 

Increase 
 

Amount of CPA funding to towns. 
Percent change in dollar 
amount. 

Increase 
 

Amount of arts councils funding. 
Percent change in dollar 
amount. 

Increase 
 

Number of Cultural Districts or Heritage Trails 
in Franklin County. 

Percent increase in number of 
each. 

Increase 
 

Attendance level of cultural events. Percent increase in attendance. Increase  

Acres of land under Agricultural Preservation 
Restrictions. 

Percent increase in acres. Increase 
 

Historic structures protected by Preservation 
Restrictions. 

Percent increase in structures. Increase 
 


