
 

  Meeting Minutes: Mohawk Area Public Health Coalition Steering Committee 

Date January 16, 
2018 

 Location JWO Transit Center 
12 Olive St 
Greenfield, MA 
Room 104 

 Facilitator: Carolyn Shores Ness 
& Norene Pease,  
Co-Chairs 

Time 4:00-6:00 p.m.  Duration 2 Hours    

 

ATTENDEES: 
Mike Friedlander, Colrain BOH 
Deb Coutinho, Shelburne BOH 
Duncan Colter, Ashfield BOH 
Donna Gibson, Williamsburg BOH 
 

 
Carolyn Shores Ness, Deerfield BOH 
John Hillman, Leverett BOH 
Betsy Kovacs, Heath BOH 
Norene Pease, Shutesbury BOH 
 

ABSENT: 
Alexeev Jones, Greenfield BOH 
Flora Sadri, Northfield BOH 

 
Doug Telling, Charlemont BOH 
Gina McNeely, Montague Health Director 
 

FRCOG STAFF: 
Greg Lewis 

GUESTS: 
Michael Nelson, DPH 

 

Agenda Items  

1. Welcoming 
remarks/agenda/ 
introductions 

Called to order at 4:06 p.m.   

2. Review/approval of 
December 18, 2017 
minutes. 

Mike moved to accept the December 18, 2017 minutes, Deb 
seconded. Passed unanimously. Donna abstained. 

3. Old business 
a) Staff report 
b) Elected Officials Series 
c) MAPHCO Directory 
d) HMCC update 
e) WAG and LSAC updates 
f) Q2 Deliverables 

 
 

a) Greg presented his staff report that outlined the tasks 
performed to advance the last of the Q2 PHEP deliverables and 
to conduct EDS drills, as well as progress towards the coalition 
and regional project goals. 

b) Greg described the most recent seminar in the Elected Officials 
Emergency Preparedness Series – Administrative Prep. 

c)   Greg asked for Steering Committee members to send along their 
updated contact information and any other notes about 
experiences or training in emergency management. 

d)  No update. 
e)   Greg gave an update on the collaborative workshop that 

coalition PHEP planners attended to identify a common format 
for Region 1 EDS plans.  He mentioned that he decided not to 
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amend any substantive content in the MAPHCO EDS plans 
without input from the EDS teams.  No LSAC update.   

f)   Greg updated the SC about remaining Q2 deliverables to be 
completed by 12/31. 

4. New business 
a) Role of MAPHCO in a 

Response    
b) MAPHCO Regional Assets 

and Supplies 

a.  The conversation continued about how the MAPHCO Steering 
Committee might activate during a disaster response by calling 
emergency meetings, organizing a consistent public message, 
and liaising with the HMCC.   

b.   Greg presented a general list of equipment and supplies that 
could be shared by public health in Franklin County during 
emergencies as regional assets.  Included were: satellite 
phones, signage, stations for crowd control, 2-way radios, and 
inflatable shelters.  Greg is to ask Tracy if BP1 funds can be 
spent on multi-year service contracts (i.e., for sat phone 
subscriptions).  The topic of storing regional assets again was 
raised, as well as decision-making procedures for their use.  
Greg will provide more specific options, with pricing, for the next 
meeting in February. 

5. DPH Update a. None. 

6. Roundtable updates a. Steering Committee members discussed the upcoming 
deadlines for local regulations concerning retail marijuana. 

7. Business not reasonably 
anticipated 48 hours prior to 
the meeting 

a. Another potential use for BP1 funding is to seek trainers to 
present at the Annual Meeting.  It was agreed by the Steering 
Committee that the theme should focus on rural settings for 
weather emergencies and specifically how they involve local 
public health.  Franklin County-specific hazards would include: 
ice jams, flooding, dams, heat waves, power outages, disrupted 
transportation routes, and water quality. 
 

8. Adjourned a) Donna moved to adjourn the meeting, Mike seconded, passed 
unanimously. Adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 


