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8  Airports 

There are two public-use airports located in Franklin County. They are the Orange Municipal 

Airport in Orange and Turners Falls Airport in Montague. A map showing the locations of 

these airports is located at the end of this chapter. These public-use airports benefit the 

region in several ways. Primarily, local airports are part of a national air transportation 

system, which provides intermodal connections and alternatives for fast, efficient 

transportation of people and goods. The economic benefits of local airports include 

supporting existing businesses and attracting new businesses by providing convenient 

access to and from the area. Local airports also provide public safety services, such as 

emergency medical air transportation. In addition, the popularity of aviation-related 

recreational activities, such as parachuting, generates tourism activity that brings many 

visitors to the area. 

 

According to the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) National Plan of Integrated Airport 

Systems, both the Turners Falls and Orange Municipal Airports are classified as “general 

aviation” airports. General aviation airports provide facilities for privately owned personal 

and corporate aircraft, and are also used for a variety of other aviation activities, such as 

flight instruction, charter services, aerial agricultural spraying, aerial photography, 

parachuting and similar activities. Both airports are expected to remain general aviation 

airports in the future, and are not expected to expand into commercial airports with 

scheduled passenger or freight service. At the same time, neither airport is at capacity, and 

both airports could accommodate increased business and flight activity.  

 

Both airports are viewed as important economic resources for their towns and for the region 

overall. Both airports are located adjacent to industrial parks to facilitate and promote their 

use by local businesses. In Turners Falls, there is the 225-acre Airport Industrial Park. In 

Orange, there are two industrial parks, the 57-acre Orange Industrial Park to the east of the 

airport and the 59-acre Randall Pond Industrial Park to the west of the airport. While both 

the Airport Industrial Park and Orange Industrial Park are nearly built out, the Randall Pond 

Industrial Park has some vacant land that can accommodate new development.  In addition, 

areas near the Orange Airport have been identified by the Town as a potential site for future 

industrial and/or commercial development. 

  

The Orange Municipal Airport and the Turners Falls Airport are each directed by an Airport 

Commission with the day-to-day management by an Airport Manager. Airport Commission 

members are appointed by the Select Board. Both airports have engaged in long-term 
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planning regarding improvements and expansions to their facilities and use, including 

activities to attract additional business. 

 

An Airport Master Plan is a comprehensive study of a particular airport as it plans for its 

future growth and development. The community planning processes to create an Airport 

Master Plan involve coordination among the consultants preparing the plans, the Airport 

Commissions, municipal boards and officials, the general public, regional planning and 

economic development organizations, and State and Federal agencies.  

 

Under the direction of the Airport Managers and Airport Commissions, the airports have 

each used a community planning process to create Airport Master Plans. The Orange Airport 

Master Plan was last updated in 2000 and is scheduled to be updated again in 2022. The 

Tuners Falls Airport released a Draft Master Plan Update in December 2018, and 

anticipates completing it in spring 2019.  The Master Plan Update will replace the previous 

one completed in 1999. As part of the master planning process, an Airport Layout Plan (ALP) 

is prepared for each airport. An ALP is a detailed drawing of current and planned airport 

facilities. The planning process also includes the creation of a Capital Improvement Plan 

(CIP), which is a schedule of prioritized improvement projects with their estimated costs. An 

airport’s CIP is updated annually to reflect completed projects and to prioritize future 

projects.  

 

Improvements that are specifically aviation-related may be eligible for funding by the FAA’s 

Airport Improvement Program (AIP). The purpose of the AIP is to provide assistance to public-

use airports across the country to maintain a safe, secure, and efficient national civil 

aviation system. The costs for AIP eligible projects are divided between the FAA, the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT), and local communities. The 

federal cost share of these projects is 90 percent, with MassDOT and the local airport 

sponsor each providing 5 percent. According to the FAA, eligible projects for AIP funding 

include improvements related to airport safety, capacity, security and environmental 

concerns.  Projects not eligible for AIP funding include those for routine maintenance.  

 

The Airport Safety and Maintenance Program (ASMP) of MassDOT provides funds for 

projects, such as routine maintenance, that are not eligible for AIP funding. Matching funds 

from the local sponsor (usually the municipality) are also required for ASMP projects. All 

airport improvement projects, whether AIP eligible or ASMP eligible, must be listed on a 

statewide CIP which includes the airport specific CIPs filed with MassDOT.  
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The economic benefit of the airports include the direct benefits of the activities on-site at the 

airport (such as airport workers’ salaries), indirect benefits from off-site activities 

attributable to the airport (such as airport worker, pilot, and passenger spending), and a 

multiplier effect known as induced economic impact that results from the economic growth 

and activities induced by the airports’ presence. Statewide economic impact studies of 

public use airports were completed in 2014 and 2019. The 2019 study found that these 

airports contributed over $24 billion to the Massachusetts economy, including $7.2 billion in 

payroll for over 199,000 jobs1. This 2019 economic output is a 49% increase from 2014.  

 

This study also estimated the annual economic impact for each public use airport. For the 

Turners Falls Airport, it was estimated that it resulted in 30 jobs and $1.4 million in payroll 

and contributed $3.9 million in annual economic output.  Compared to 2014, both the total 

number of jobs and the total annual economic impact doubled by 2019.  The Orange 

Municipal Airport was estimated to result in 110 jobs and $4,2 million in payroll and 

contributed $11 million in annual economic output. The 2014 study estimated a 13.9 

million annual economic output and 147 jobs. Despite the decreases in economic output 

and jobs, the Orange Municipal Airport continues as an essential transportation and 

economic asset for the region. 

  

Recent and planned improvements at the Turners Falls and Orange Municipal Airports 

increase the utility and safety of these facilities, and address projected future aviation needs 

in the region. Improvements that enhance the quality of facilities for use by existing and 

prospective businesses can also contribute to the region’s overall economic development. 

For example, some of the business growth at the industrial parks near the airports could be 

induced by the airports’ facilities and services. The airport expansions and related business 

growth are not currently anticipated to generate significant levels of increased traffic on 

nearby roadways. However, the FRCOG will continue to monitor the impact of the airport 

projects on area traffic and area roadways, and to recommend improvements, if necessary, 

at a future date. 

  

Orange Municipal Airport 

Existing Conditions 

The Orange Municipal Airport (airport code ORE) is the largest airport in the northwestern 

area of the Commonwealth. Located in the Town of Orange on the eastern edge of Franklin 

County, the airport is surrounded by two industrial parks, one on each side, and by forest 

                                                 
1 Massachusetts Statewide Airport Economic Impact Study Update, Executive Summary. MassDOT Aeronautics 

Division. January 2019. 
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land. The airport property abuts Route 2 and its entrance is approximately two miles from 

this highway. As mentioned previously, the Orange Municipal Airport is classified as a 

general aviation airport, which provides facilities for personal and corporate aircraft, and 

offers a variety of aviation and aviation-related activities. 

  

 

Orange Municipal Airport Administration Building 

The airport was built in 1929 as the Orange-Athol Airport. During World War II, the airport 

was significantly upgraded for potential military use. The airport’s triangular runway 

configuration is a remnant of this update. Currently, the airport has two active runways. The 

third discontinued runway is now a taxiway.  

 

The airport’s primary runway is runway 01-19, which measures 5,000 feet long and 75 feet 

wide.  The airport’s secondary runway 14-32 measures 4,801 feet long and 75 feet wide.  

Both runways have an asphalt surface.  The runways’ lengths enable the Airport to 

accommodate a wider variety of aircraft than smaller airports in the greater region, such as 

in Turners Falls, Gardner, and Fitchburg. In addition, the Airport has both Jet and 100LL 

aviation fueling capability on-site, which can be an important feature for pilots choosing 

where to land.  

 

Current airport tenants include two aviation maintenance facilities, flight instruction 

business, two flying clubs, and a prominent skydiving business, as well as non-aviation 

entities such as a solar power company, graphic design company, an antique gas and steam 

engine club, a municipal dog park, and youth recreation programs. 

  

A good demonstration of how one aspect of the airport’s use can be an economic driver for 

the region is the popularity of Jumptown, a parachuting club based at the Orange Municipal 

Airport and the nation’s first commercial skydiving center.  In recent years, it was estimated 

that 2,000 to 3,000 people annually parachute with Jumptown.  It is estimated that 
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approximately 3% of these people are from the North Quabbin region, while the rest travel 

from the Berkshires, the Boston metropolitan area, and neighboring states. As a result, 

Jumptown is a major attraction for visitors coming to the North Quabbin area.  Not only do 

these visitors pay for Jumptown’s services, they may also spend money to stay, eat, and 

shop at local businesses. 

 

According to the Airport Manager, nearly all the major employers in the region consistently cite 

access to local airport transportation as one of their top considerations.  The employers that 

use the airport range from locally based businesses to national corporations.  In addition, the 

airport is also used by state and federal military and public safety agencies as well as by 

groups providing medical services. 

  

The runways at the Orange Municipal Airport can accommodate virtually all types of general 

aviation including jet traffic operations. An “operation” is defined as a landing, takeoff, or 

touch-and-go procedure by an aircraft at an airport. According to the Airport Manager, the 

number of annual operations at the Orange Municipal Airport for 2018 was 35,060 per year. 

According to the Airport Manager, airports are a good barometer of the economy. A 

significant decrease in operations was experience during the recent economic recession 

(about 25,000 operations in 2009). Since that time, the number of operations have 

increased to be at or above pre-recession 

levels.  

 

According to the FAA, there are different 

types of operations. Generally, a local 

operation is performed by aircraft that 

remain in the local traffic pattern or practice 

within a 20 mile radius of the airport. An 

itinerant operation is performed by an 

aircraft arriving from outside the area or 

leaving the airport area.  Other operations 

include air taxi, which carries passengers or cargo for hire, as well as military and medical 

related operations.  Table 8-1 shows the number of and type of operations conducted at the 

Airport in 2018. 

  

As of September 2018, there were 62 aircraft based at the Airport. These aircraft are 

predominantly single-engine airplanes (94% of total aircraft), with some small multi-engine 

airplanes (6%), typically used for skydiving and charter activities or larger corporate aircraft. 

Multi-engine and larger corporate aircraft use of the airport has increased over the years 

Table 8-1: Orange Municipal Airport 

Operations by Type, 2018 

Type of Operation 
% of Total 

Operations 

Itinerant General Aviation 45% 

Air Taxi 31% 

Local General Aviation 24% 

Military <1% 

Source: Orange Airport Manager, March 

2019. 
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and is expected to increase further.  The Airport continues to expand its capacity for aircraft 

on the ground. The Airport currently has 30 hangars, which is four more than in 2006, and 

has more hangars planned.  

 

Current and Future Activities 

Over the years, the Orange Municipal Airport has continued to enhance its facilities and 

ability to serve airport users.  Improvements have included: installing new security fencing, 

reconstructing Taxiway Delta, acquiring a new tractor, and completing an aeronautical 

airspace study.  In the past ten years, over $8 million has been invested in construction, 

equipment and related technical studies for the airport, of which 98% was funded by federal 

or state grant programs.  

 

The Airport Capital Improvement Plan identifies the priority construction projects to be 

undertaken in the next five years and that are eligible for federal funding (see Table 8-2). 

They reflect continued improvements to safety lighting and the reconstruction of one of the 

runways.  

Future construction and planning projects are also listed in the Airport Safety and 

Maintenance Program. These projects are not eligible for federal funding but are eligible for  

state reimbursement for a percentage of the total project cost. These projects include 

necessary equipment, security fencing, and construction of a hangar, maintenance and 

administration buildings. Over $3 million in state funding has been obligated to fund the 

construction of a new administration building.  In addition, an Airport Master Plan Update is 

Table 8-2: Orange Municipal Airport Capital Improvement Program, FFY2019-FFY2023 

Project (with expected federal fiscal year 

of the start of construction) 

Projected 

Total Cost 

Federal 

Funding 

State 

Funding 

Local 

Funding 

Environmental assessment for Walnut Hill 

hazard beacon site (FFY2019) 
135,000 121,500 6,750 6,750 

Replace Runway 14-32 edge lighting 

system and regulator (FFY2020) 
393,000 353,700 19,650 19,650 

Purchase hazard beacon site (FFY2021) 210,000 189,000 10,500 10,500 

Construct Obstruction Lights – Phase I 

(FFY2022) 
1,000,000 900,000 50,000 50,000 

Construct Obstruction Lights – Phase II 

(FFY2023) 
1,000,000 900,000 50,000 50,000 

Reconstruct Runway 01-19 (FFY2024) 4,900,000 4,410,000 245,000 245,000 

Note: FFY = Federal Fiscal Year (October 1st through September 30th) 

Source: Orange Municipal Airport, March 2019. 
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scheduled for fiscal year 2022, which would update the original Master Plan was completed 

in October 2000.  

Table 8-3: Orange Municipal Airport Safety and Maintenance Program , FFY2019-

FFY2023 

Project (with expected federal fiscal year 

of the start of construction) 

Projected 

Total Cost 

Federal 

Funding 

State 

Funding 

Local 

Funding 

Purchase Airfield Tractor and Attachments 
(FFY2019) 

151,860 - 151,860 - 

Airport Fencing Design and Permitting 
(FFY2019) 

132,000 - 132,000 - 

Install Security Perimeter Fencing - Phase 
II (FFY2019) 

800,000 - 800,000 - 

Culvert Replacement on Access Road 
(FFY2020) 

582,500 - 466,000 116,500 

Construct Aircraft Box Hangar (FFY2021) 950,000 - 760,000 190,000 

Construct Electrical Work for Taxiway and 
Apron (FFY2022) 

725,000 - 580,000 145,000 

Airport Master Plan Update (FFY2022) 340,000  272,000 68,000 

Construct Maintenance Building 
(FFY2023) 

900,000  720,000 180,000 

Construct Airport Administration Building 
(FFY2023) 

3,500,000  3,325,000 175,000 

Note: FFY = Federal Fiscal Year (October 1st through September 30th) 

Source: Orange Municipal Airport, March 2019. 

 

The Orange Municipal Airport property contains a diverse and unique mixture of grassland, 

farmland, and forest areas, which provide important habitats for a wide diversity of plant 

and animal species including a number of rare grassland birds. The Airport is well known as 

an important birding site in the region. The Town of Orange recognizes the wildlife value of  

the airport property, and has worked over the years with the Massachusetts Natural 

Heritage & Endangered Species Program, to ensure that the improvement and expansion 

projects do not negatively impact important habitats located on the site. 

 

The Orange Municipal Airport property also contains a portion of an aquifer Zone II recharge 

area. The aquifer recharge area is strictly regulated in terms of drainage, stormwater 

discharge, and allowed developed land uses. Airport and town officials cooperatively 

recognize the sensitive environmental nature of this area, and as a result, the plans for 

future airport expansions and construction projects leave this area undisturbed. 
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Since 2004, the Airport has been financially self-sufficient, and does not rely on municipal 

subsidies for its operation. This self-sufficiency was achieved years earlier than initially 

projected and reflects the skilled management and numerous projects completed to update 

and expand the airport’s infrastructure.  This has resulted in growth in use and demand for 

the airport’s facilities and services.  An example of a facility improvement that has resulted 

in better service to pilots and increased revenues was the recent installation of a new self-

service aviation fueling system. According to the Orange Airport Manager, the new system 

allows for access 24 hours a day and increased aviation fuel sales by 9% in the first six 

months of FFY19.  

 

Located along the Route 2 corridor and within an easy drive of the Boston metro area, the 

Orange Municipal Airport has been able to attract a number of tenants and other airport 

users from eastern Massachusetts. There are other general aviation airports located east 

along Route 2 in Gardner and Fitchburg. However, the Orange Municipal Airport is the only  

public-use airport in the Route 2 corridor to have a 5,000-foot runway, a feature which 

allows it to serve a more diverse mixture of aircraft than other airports nearby. 

  

 

Aerial view of the Turners Falls Municipal Airport 

 

Turners Falls Airport 

Existing Conditions  

The Turners Falls Airport (airport code 0B5) is a general aviation airport located in the Town 

of Montague.  The property is bordered by an industrial park, the regional vocational high 

school, and forest land. Interstate 91 and Route 2 are both within a close distance to the 

airport.  
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The Turners Falls Airport has one runway (Runway 16-34) and a parallel taxiway. The paved 

runway is 3,200 feet long and 75 feet in width, and can accommodate small single engine 

and multi-engine piston aircraft, and small jets such as the Cessna Citation. The runway 

approaches are visual. The Turners Falls Airport has a fixed base operator on-site that 

provides various services including maintenance, storage and fuel, as well as flight 

instruction. 

 

Most of the current users of the Turners Falls Airport are recreational flyers. Students and 

families of students from the independent boarding schools in the region use the airport to 

travel between school and home. There are also some business-oriented travelers that use 

the airport to transport personnel between a local plant and corporate headquarters. 

Pioneer Aviation is located adjacent to the Airport property and runs a flight school and 

offers services for pilots.  

 

The original Turners Falls Airport Master Plan was completed 1990 and updated in 1999. 

Recently, a Draft Airport Master Plan Update prepared by Gale Associates, Inc. was released 

in December 2018, with the final Plan 

anticipated for release in spring 2019. The 

comprehensive Update examined the 

historic trends and projected levels of use of 

the airport, and concluded with 

recommendations to extend the existing 

runway and upgrade various facilities.  

 

The FAA defines an operation as a landing, 

takeoff or touch-and-go procedure by an 

aircraft at an airport. According to the FAA’s 

Terminal Area Forecast data2, the annual operations at the Turners Falls Municipal Airport 

was consistently about 17,600 from 2008 through 2015. For 2016 and 2017, the average 

annual number of operations fell to approximately 16,620. The Airport Master Plan Update 

evaluates several factors, including population and economic projections, to forecast future 

aviation demand at the Airport over the next twenty years. The forecast for total operations 

in 2022, 2027 and 2037 is expected to continue at current levels. 

  

                                                 
2 Federal Aviation Administration, Terminal Area Forecast, February 2019, https://taf.faa.gov/. 

Table 8-4: Turners Falls Municipal Airport 

Operations by Type, 2016 

Type of Operation 
% of Total 

Operations 

Itinerant General Aviation 28% 

Air Taxi 1% 

Local  General Aviation 71% 

Military 0% 

Source: Turners Falls Municipal Airport - Airport 

Master Plan Update, December 2018. 
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Airport operations are currently split 71 percent local and 28 percent itinerant, with the 

remaining operations being air taxi or for other purposes. This ratio of local and itinerant is 

expected to continue. The predicted mix of local and itinerant operations is an important 

factor in determining how much short-term parking and long-term storage of based aircraft 

will be needed at the airport in the future.  

 

The mix of aircraft using the Turners Falls Airport continues to be predominantly single-

engine aircraft. As described in the Airport Master Plan Update, the annual mix of aircraft will 

be 80 percent single-engine, 10 percent multi-engine, 5 percent turboprop, 4 percent 

helicopter, and less than 1 percent jet.  

 

As of 2016, the Turners Falls Municipal Airport had 30 aircraft based at the airport. Over the 

previous ten years, the number of based aircraft ranged from 35 in 2010 to 29 in 2015. 

One issue in increasing the number of aircraft based at the airport has been the limited 

amount of hangar space. The airport currently has private 8 hangars which can 

accommodate up to 22 aircraft. Two additional hangars are located on the adjacent Pioneer 

Aviation property, but are in poor condition according to the Airport Master Plan Update.  

 

 

Entrance and sign to the Turners Falls Municipal Airport 

 

Current and Future Activities 

The Turners Falls Airport Master Plan Update includes forecasts for the number of aircraft to 

be based at the airport for 2022, 2027 and 2037. These forecasts consider historic trends 

specific to the airport as well as projected trends for New England. To project the number of 

aircraft based at the airport, high and low scenarios were developed. The Update 

recommends a modest (1.2%) growth rate for the number of based aircraft over a twenty-
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year timeframe; estimating that the number could rise from 32 aircraft in 2016 to 41 

aircraft by 2037.  As this demand requires, more tie-down spaces and/or hangar space 

would be needed. 

 

A forecast for total annual operations and by type of operations (i.e. itinerant, local, etc.) 

were developed for 2022, 2027 and 2037.  The FAA Aerospace Forecast for total operations 

and type of operations show a continuation of current levels.  Possible alternative forecast 

scenarios show a possible decline in annual operations to a slight increase in operations. 

From the possible scenarios developed, the Update recommends an aviation demand 

forecast for planning purposes that assumes a continued level of operations and based 

aircraft.  

 

It is proposed in the Airport Master Plan Update that a moderate increase in operations by 

larger aircraft could be achieved if the runway length were adequate to accommodate this 

type of aircraft. The Airport presently can only accommodate B-I general aviation aircraft 

(weighing 12,500 pounds or less). If the runway was expanded, it could accommodate all 

aircraft in the category of B-II general aviation aircraft (30,000 pounds in weight or less) with 

less than ten passenger seats.  

 

Research conducted of airport use by local private boarding school parents and children 

indicated they use larger airports in the region to accommodate private plane travel. If the 

runway was extended, these operations could be shifted to the Turners Falls Municipal 

Airport which is significantly closer to these schools. There was no suggestion that the 

airport would attract and maintain bulk airfreight services in the foreseeable future due to 

its proximity to larger airports such as Barnes Municipal Airport in Westfield, Westover 

Metropolitan Airport in Chicopee, and the Orange Municipal Airport. 

 

Based on past trends and projected forecasts, the Airport Master Plan Update provides a 

plan for future development of the Airport. The Update explains that an extension of the 

runway from its current 3,200 feet length to 4,200 feet, with corresponding improvements 

(such as an extended taxiway and turnaround area), would allow more small jets and 

turboprop aircraft to use the airport. The Update includes an evaluation of three 

development alternatives for future development. The recommended alternative proposes 

this runway extension and several other major development projects over a twenty-year 

period.  

 

Projects identified in the Airport Master Plan Update will be included in the Airport’s Capital 

Improvement Plan, which prioritizes projects eligible for federal and state funding, and the 
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Airport Safety and Maintenance Program, which prioritizes projects eligible for state funding.  

In addition to the extended runway related taxiway improvements, the Update includes 

projects to install an Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) and constructing a new 

terminal, storage building and hangar facilities. The estimated cost to complete these 

projects would be approximately $8.6 million. The Update also recommends a regular 

schedule of maintenance and preservation treatments to extend the useful life of the 

runway pavement and the taxiways and taxilanes pavement until they are eligible for 

reconstruction funding. For example, the runway was last rehabilitated in 2009 and is not 

eligible for reconstruction funding until 2029. The projects are categorized by short-term, 

mid-term, and long-term improvements, which are in Table 8-5 

 

The Airport property contains areas of environmental and archeological sensitivity.  Areas on 

the property are designated as not to be developed.  The Airport Layout Plan included in the 

Airport Master Plan Update appendix displays adjacent land to be acquired that would allow 

for expanded and improved facilities while avoiding impact to these sensitive areas. The 

proposed property acquisitions are also included in Table 8-5.  

 

Airport Security 

Since September 11, 2001, greater attention has focused on security at the nation’s major 

airports. In Massachusetts, attention on airport security has included the state’s smaller, 

general aviation airports as well. MassDOT oversees and regulates the 39 public-use 

airports in Massachusetts, including the Massachusetts Port Authority (MassPort) oversight 

of the Boston Logan International Airport, Laurence G. Hanscom Field, and Worcester 

Regional Airport. As noted previously, the two public-use airports in Franklin County are the 

Orange Municipal Airport in Orange and the Turners Falls Airport in Montague.  

 

Since 2001, MassDOT established a number of policies and programs to increase airport 

security. MassDOT funded security enhancements at municipal airports including security 

fencing, access control systems, and video monitoring. MassDOT also implemented a 

statewide badge program for aircraft users and airport tenants, and all badges have been 

entered into centralized state database. Additionally, MassDOT requires each public-use 

airport to develop and implement an airport security plan, and that the plan be consistent 

with MassDOT security guidelines and regulations.  

 

Both the Orange Municipal Airport and the Turners Falls Airport have created airport security 

plans for their facilities. They have both implemented the use of badges for aircraft users, 

and made security improvements onsite, including new perimeter fencing and gates at 

vehicle access points. Additional security measures undertaken at the Orange Municipal 
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Airport include coordinating with local law enforcement officials for increased patrols and 

greater awareness of airport security issues.  

 
Table 8-5: Turners Falls Airport Planned Projects   

Timeframe Project Total Cost 

Short-Term (FFY 2018-2022) 

 Pioneer Aviation Property Acquisition $900,000 

 Charter NEX Films Property Acquisition $20,000 

 Taxilane Rehabilitation and Expansion $695,000 

Mid-Term (FFY 2023-2027) 

 Driveway Relocation and Parking Lot Construction $550,000 

 AWOS Installation $595,000 

 Perimeter Fence Construction $620,000 

 
Runway 16-34 Extension by 1,000 feet with Taxiway 

Turnaround Area 
$1,900,000 

 SRE Storage Building Construction $1,100,000 

 Terminal Building and Restaurant Construction $875,000 

 West Apron Rehabilitation $425,000 

 Reservation of Land for Non-Aeronautical Use $20,000 

 Hillside Plastics Property Acquisition $311,000 

Long-Term (FFY 2028-2037) 

 Main Apron Reconstruction and Expansion $505,000 

 Corporate Hangar Construction $750,000 

 Taxiway Rehabilitation $2,595,000 

 Fuel Facility Construction $325,000 

 Nested T-Hangar Complex Construction 
To be determined  

(privately developed) 

 Taxilane Rehabilitation $725,000 

 T-Hangar, Access Road, and Parking Lot Construction 
To be determined  

(privately developed) 

 Hangar Complex Construction 
To be determined  

(privately developed) 

Note: FFY = Federal Fiscal Year (October 1st through September 30th), N/A = Not Available  

Source: Turners Falls Municipal Airport Master Plan Update, December 2018. 

 

Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

The 2019 Massachusetts Statewide Airport Economic Impact Study Update notes the 

increased use of unmanned aircraft systems, commonly referred to as drones.  The FAA 

requires operators of drones that weigh between 0.55 lbs. and 55 lbs. be registered and 

only flown in specific conditions, such as during the day, in the line-of-sight of the operator, 

in allowed airspace, and by operators who have passed a test.  At this time, drones are not 
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being used to transport people or goods in Franklin County.  However, as both technology 

and business operations evolve this may change in the future. Currently in the region, 

drones are used for: high resolution video, aerial photography, multispectral imaging 

sensors (similar to infrared), and/or collecting data such as distance, area and volume for 

use in creating 3D models.  

 

These services can be used for a variety of purposes, such as creating topographic maps, 

developing ecological assessment maps such as for wetlands or forest, studying riverbank 

erosion, inspecting infrastructure such as water tanks, or documenting construction 

progress.  In addition, the use of drones have been effective in resiliency planning and 

responding to natural disasters, hazardous spills and other emergencies. Drones can be 

used to capture important information used for risk assessment, such as determining areas 

that may be more vulnerable to flooding or the status of critical infrastructure. After a 

disaster strikes, drones can capture images from varied vantage points to better view the 

damage and they can be sent to areas too dangerous for emergency personnel to enter. 

Based on this information, maps can be generated and decisions made in a timely manner. 

 

In 2018, FRCOG conducted a public procurement process to secure engineering services for 

drone inspection tasks for use by the agency itself or its twenty-six member town 

governments.  A primary, a secondary and a tertiary contract were awarded to three vendors 

for a three-year term and on an as-needed basis. By having these contracts in place, FRCOG 

has secured high quality services and reasonable pricing for these services, and importantly, 

FRCOG or a member town could quickly hire one of these vendors on very short notice if 

needed.  

 

Recommendations  

 Orange Airport Commission to complete short-term projects (within 0-3 years) which 

are included in the Orange Municipal Airport’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) or 

Airport Safety and Management Plan (ASMP), such as completing an environmental 

assessment for a hazard beacon site, replacing runway lighting, installing the 

second phase of perimeter fencing, and constructing an aircraft box hangar.  

 Orange Airport Commission to implement mid-term projects (within 4-6 years) 

which are included in the Orange Municipal Airport’s CIP and ASMP, such as 

constructing obstruction lights, reconstructing Runway 01-19, and constructing a 

maintenance and administration buildings.  

 Orange Airport Commission to complete the Orange Airport Master Plan Update in 

FFY2022. 
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 Montague Airport Commission to complete short-term projects (within 0-3 years) 

which are in the Turners Falls Airport’s Airport Master Plan Update, such as 

acquiring the adjacent Pioneer Aviation and Charter NEX Films properties, and 

rehabilitating and expanding the taxilane.  

 Montague Airport Commission to implement mid- term projects (within 4-6 years) 

and long-term projects (beyond 6 years) which are in the Turners Falls Airport’s 

Airport Master Plan Update, such as installing an Automated Weather Observation 

System, constructing new storage and terminal buildings, completing perimeter 

fencing, and extending Runway 16-34 by 1,000 feet with a taxiway turnaround 

area.  Continued review and updating of the CIPs and ASMPS for the Orange and 

Turners Falls Municipal Airports as necessary to reflect changing airport conditions, 

updated funding and cost figures, and revised project timetables.   

 The Orange and Montague Airport Commissions to continue to promote the 

expansion of activities and facilities at the Orange and Turners Falls Municipal 

Airports, respectively, within the framework of each airports’ master plans, that 

help promote and sustain the airports’ financial self-sufficiency. 

 The Orange and Montague Airport Commissions, FRCOG and other stakeholders 

are to continue to encourage the use of airport facilities, within the framework of 

the airports’ master plans, to support economic development, public safety and 

regional interests.   

 The Orange and Montague Airport Commissions, FRCOG and other stakeholders 

are to continue to support access and the responsible use of drones to support 

resiliency, risk management, and emergency response efforts.  

 

 

Plane taking off at Turners Falls Municipal Airport 
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Franklin County, MA

Orange Municipal Airport

Turners Falls 
Municipal Airport

Airport Type
Public Owned Airport
Private Owned Airport

®q
®q

Turners Falls Airport

Orange Municipal 
Airport

Turners Falls 
Municipal Airport

(0B5)
Runway Runway 01-19 Runway 14-32 Runway 16-34
  - Dimensions (feet) 5,000 x 75 4,801 x 75 3,200 x 75
Annual Operations: 16,620
Operations Mix:
  - Local general aviation 71%
  - Transient general aviation 28%
  - Air taxi 1%
  - Military <1%
Based Aircraft: 30
Source: Airport Manager, Orange Municipal Airport, 2019; Turners Falls Municipal 
Airport Master Plan Update, 2018.
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