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By ANITA FRITZ
Staff Writer

As positive COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to rise throughout Franklin
County and the North Quabbin area,
health professionals continue to keep
their eyes on the numbers and worry
about what the holidays might bring.

The Franklin Regional Council of
Governments (FRCOG) met with

members of county boards of health
Monday for its biweekly roundtable,
a check-in to see how towns are far-
ing and to share information.

The state Department of Public
Health reports that only one town,
Sunderland, is currently listed in the
“yellow ” or “h i g h e r- r i s k ” categor y,
with 16 new cases over the two-week
period ending Nov. 27. The “red” cat-
egory is the only one higher than yel-
l o w.

While two local municipalities are
listed in the “g r e e n” or “l o w e r- r i s k ”
category — Greenfield with 19 new
cases and Athol (in Worcester
County) with 15 new cases — all

other Franklin County towns are
listed in the “gray ” category as “low-
risk.” Montague reported 10 new
cases and Deerfield reported six
over the two-week period.

To be considered low-risk, towns
with populations of fewer than 10,000
must report 10 or fewer new cases in
a two-week period. Twelve Franklin
County towns reported no new cases
in that period, while another six re-
ported five or fewer. Whately, Orange
and Bernardston each reported five
new cases.

The Department of Public
Health’s data also indicates there
were two deaths in Franklin County

during the two-week period ending
on Nov. 27.

“It’s getting difficult to keep up
with contact tracing,” said Megan
Tudryn, contact tracing nurse for
Greenfield, who happened to receive
a message near the end of the hour-
long meeting saying there were
three more positive cases reported
in Greenfield.

Public health officials said when
the pandemic first hit Franklin
County in March and contact tracing
efforts began, people would get a call
to tell them they had possibly come
into contact with someone who
tested positive, and they seemed irri-

tated and inconvenienced. Now, they
said, people are calling and asking
why they didn’t get a call if they know
or suspect they’ve come into contact
with someone who has tested posi-
tive.

“We ’re over-the-top busy,” Tudr yn
said.

Heath Board of Health Chair
Betsy Kovacs said her town has fi-
nally joined the “team of positives.”
Heath’s four cases resulted from a
cluster in a workplace.

“We aren’t sure if it happened
there or during an outside gathering

FRCOG, county health
officials take stock, worry

about coming holidays

Keeping wary as COVID cases climb
FRANKLIN COUNTY/NORTH QUABBIN

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

DEERFIELD — Florida-based
CSX Transportation has announced
it is acquiring Pan Am Railways,
though the terms of the agreement
have not been disclosed.

The deal will expand CSX’s reach
into Massachusetts and Connecticut
while adding Vermont, New Hamp-
shire and Maine to its 23-state net-
work. The acquisition is subject to
regulatory review and approval by
the federal Surface Transportation
Board.

CSX is based in Jacksonville, Fla.
It already operates more than 21,000
miles of track in 23 Eastern states
and two Canadian provinces.

“In Pan Am, CSX gains a strong
regional rail network in one of the
most densely populated markets in
the U.S., creating new efficiencies
and market opportunities for cus-
tomers as we continue to grow,” CSX
President and CEO James M. Foote
said in a statement.

“We look forward to integrating
Pan Am into CSX, with substantial
benefits to the rail-served industries
of the Northeast, and to working in
partnership with connecting rail-
roads to provide exceptional supply
chain solutions to New England and
beyond.”

Pan Am Railways, the dominant

Acquisition subject to
federal approval; Pan Am

chief cheers ‘great news for
New England shippers’

C SX
b uy i n g
Pan Am
R a i lways

DEERFIELD

By TALIA GODFREY
For the Recorder

ASHFIELD — Roy Nilson found
a home for Haywood and Father
Farm when he moved to 229 Norton
Hill Road five years ago, renting the
farmstead to run his forage crop and
livestock operation. With the owner
now looking to sell, Nilson and his
family are doing what they can to
keep the property, including starting
a GoFundMe account that has
raised upward of $23,000 over the
last month.

Beyond supporting Nilson and
his sons — Haywood, 10, after whom
the farm is named, and George, 6
months — Haywood and Father
Farm holds an important role in
Ashfield’s ecosystem and commu-
nity. Nilson maintains open grass-
land that supports wildlife through
haying, uses herbicide- and pesti-
cide-free practices that sequester
carbon, and has rare American
Cream Draft horses. One hundred
percent grass-fed Jersey and Irish

Dexter mix cattle are sold for meat
locally, and the farm has 100 hens,
among other animals.

When Éowyn Ahlstrom, Nilson’s
sister, learned that Nilson would
have to move, she fought for Hay-
wood and Father Farm to stay by
starting the GoFundMe account.

“We can’t let that happen —
we’ve got to make sure Roy gets to

keep this farm,” Ahlstrom said.
To buy the roughly $450,000 prop-

erty, Nilson needs to provide a
$90,000 down payment that would
secure him a $360,000 loan from
Farm Credit East. The GoFundMe
will need to raise roughly $7,000
more before a Dec. 31 deadline for

Farm School alum seeks
communit y’s help in

keeping forage crop and
livestock operation

Tenant farmer sets
his sights on owning

A SHFIELD

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Roy Nilson with Maggie and her sister Molly, American Cream Draft horses, at his Haywood and Father Farm
in Ashfield. Nilson is trying to buy the homestead he is renting, now that the owner is looking to sell. He has
a GoFundMe campaign to raise the money he needs for a down payment.

It’s important to realize that small-scale hay-making and small-scale
livestock production is a building block for civilization, and the way that they
are being represented by giant industrial farms is a travesty.” — ROY NILSON

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Roy Nilson works Maggie and her sister Molly, American Cream Draft
horses, at his Haywood and Father Farm in Ashfield.

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

SOUTH DEERFIELD — D o l-
lar General’s plan to build a store
at the corner of Mill Village Road
and Routes 5 and 10 appears to
have hit another roadblock, after
the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection determined
the site slated for the project and
the land next to it contain border-
ing vegetated wetlands, which fall
under the jurisdiction of the Wet-
lands Protection Act.

Deerfield for Responsible De-
velopment, a grassroots group of
residents opposed to the pro-
posed project, had long purported
the land contains area subject to
the state law. Removing, filling,
dredging or altering the area re-
quires the filing of a notice of in-
tent.

Lisciotti Development’s South
Deerfield DG LLC, which has
been contracted by Dollar Gen-
eral, claimed the vegetated wet-
lands are “isolated” and therefore
do not fall under the law’s juris-
diction.

The Deerfield Zoning Board of
Appeals must now consider this
new information in relation to the
request for a special permit for a
9,319-square-foot building. The
board began deliberating on the
matter at a Nov. 12 meeting, and
is expected to continue discus-
sion this month. Town Counsel
Adam Costa previously said the
board has 90 days after the public
comment period closed, also on
Nov. 12, to reach a decision.

Tolly Stark, Deerfield for Re-
sponsible Development’s chair,
said this determination does not
mean the project cannot happen
— only that “it may not take the
form (Dollar General was) origi-
nally spearheading it to take.”

Still, she and other members
of the group are pleased with
MassDEP ’s findings.

“We definitely have had con-
cerns for a while and felt like no
one was listening to them. We
think it’s really important to pro-
tect (Bloody Brook),” Stark said,
adding that group members want
local development, but in a way
that doesn’t lead to “a detriment
that, honestly, taxpayers are go-
ing to pay for years to come.”

Stark said Deerfield for Re-

MassDEP determination
complicates plans for
store at corner of Mill
Village Road, Route 5

Dollar
G e n e ra l
spot has
we t l a n d s

SOUTH DEERFIELD
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and was brought in there,” she
said. “They did isolate before
Thanksgiving, though, so
maybe that helped protect
others. It’s heartbreaking.”

‘Stay home, wear a mask’
FRCOG Director of Com-

munity Services Phoebe
Walker announced that
FRCOG has $75,000 to spend
by the end of December on
COVID-19-related items.
Health leaders at Monday’s
meeting all agreed there
needs to be more testing.

Tudryn said testing is
backed up and slow — at this
point people are waiting up to
four hours to get their test and
five to seven days for the re-
sults, which she said is not
helpful.

Members of various boards
of health said even though
they did as much public edu-
cation as possible, they were
told by many residents before
Thanksgiving that they
w e r e n’t staying home or
w e r e n’t staying home alone,
but were gathering with
friends and family. Health offi-
cials are anxiously waiting to
see whether there will be a
surge in COVID-19 cases in
the next week or so.

Walker said messaging
might be another way to spend
some of the money.

“We need to keep saying,
‘Stay home, wear a mask,’”
she said. “And messaging

from the state and organiza-
tions is constantly changing.”

Mark Maloni, FRCOG se-
nior public health planner,
said he will continue to com-
pile information about
COVID-19 that will be easily
accessed on the agency’s web-
site. It will include information
about upcoming vaccines and
how to understand them, as
well as links to other re-
sources.

Vaccines, messaging
Everyone at Monday’s

meeting agreed that county
towns will need to decide how
to communicate with resi-
dents about the vaccines when
they arrive. Maloni said towns
should begin thinking about
who should be delivering the
message — someone trusted
within each community so
that the messages are effec-
tive.

FRCOG Emergency Pre-
paredness Planner Laurie
Solomon said towns also need
to think about their audiences,
whether it be people of color,
seniors or others, and tailor
the messaging to them.

“Everyone should be think-
ing about who are the sup-
ports so they can push the
conversation about vaccines
in a helpful way,” she said.
“You need to get ahead of the
messaging, not wait until the
first vaccine is rolled out.”

Additionally, everyone
agreed local health officials
should also be looking ahead

to the next holidays at the end
of the month, worried that it
will be a repeat of Thanksgiv-
ing or worse. They said if peo-
ple aren’t going to stay put for
the holidays, testing should be
ramped up and people should
be quarantining.

“If people decide to go
away somewhere, I think we’ll
have some issues when they
return unless they get tested
or quarantine,” Walker said.

Randy Crochier, regional
public health agent for
FRCOG’s Cooperative Public
Health Service, said Novem-
ber was a “very busy” month,
with 160 new positive COVID-
19 cases reported across
Franklin County.

“The numbers are up
there,” he said.

Unfortunately, health offi-
cials said, the state Depart-
ment of Public Health’s num-
bers don’t reflect “real-time”
data — they typically lag by a
week or two.

Because of the lag time,
Walker said, even within indi-
vidual towns and cities — af-
ter a person is exposed, and if
they don’t realize they have
been, it can be 10 to 14 days
before they begin to show
symptoms, if at all — resi-
dents could be exposing oth-
ers without even knowing.

“There are a lot of chal-
lenges and it can be very frus-
trating,” she said.

Reach Anita Fritz at 413-772-
9591 or afritz@recorder.com.
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Health officials fear new wave

Nilson to have enough
m o n e y.

Nilson said he is grateful
to Liz Castro, owner of the
Norton Hill farmstead who
resides in Barcelona, Spain,
to have given him the oppor-
tunity to rent and a period to
gather the money to buy the
p r o p e r t y.

“She’s doing everything
she can, she just needs her
equity back,” Nilson said,
mentioning that the sale
price is $30,000 less than what
Castro spent initially on the
land.

Preserving grasslands
Nilson worked at The

Farm School, an educational
farm, from 2000 to 2007,
where he milked cows and
was promoted to farm man-
ager. He came to the area
when told about a property in
Ashfield that needed haying,
which led him to several
other properties in town that
also needed the service.

“They get maintenance of
the field and I get the hay
crop,” Nilson said, reminisc-
ing about the moment when
the tenant of the farmstead at
the time told Nilson that the
farm could be his to rent.

“It was 11 o’clock at night
and she brought me coffee,
which was really strong,” he
said with a big laugh. “I was
picking up hay in the cool of
the night. ... She came out and
said, ‘Hey, we’re leaving.’”

Nilson no longer picks hay
from the fields until midnight
with a bungee cord around
the steering wheel of the trac-
tor to keep it going straight.
His move to the farm marked
the first time he was able to
live in the same place that he
was keeping his herd since
leaving The Farm School. He
had a barn to store hay and
house animals, land and a
shop.

He explained how open
grassland in New England, a
region of natural forestland,
is disappearing, as
unchecked fields of grass of-
ten give way to multiflora
rose bushes and goldenrod,
then eventually trees. The
majority of farms present in
Ashfield 25 years ago are now
gone due to small farms
struggling to keep prices low,
he said.

Although many landown-
ers in Ashfield today know it’s
not profitable to hay their in-
dividual fields, “People who
own land recognize that
we’re losing grassland at a
faster rate than any other
type of land in Mas-
sachusetts,” Nilson ex-
plained.

“Grassland is a rare thing

to be protected,” he said, not-
ing the list of wildlife that de-
pends on the hayfield is long:
“from the doe where she
fawns to birds that would not
exist in New England at all if
it weren’t for generations of
people making open grass-
lands.”

The black bear brings its
cubs to eat the fibrous grass,
and Nilson sees coyotes fol-
lowing his mower picking up
the moles killed with the ma-
chine.

More than wildlife de-
pends on the hayfield, though.
For Nilson, the livestock are
essential, as they provide a
connection for people to un-
derstand the natural world.

“It’s important to realize
that small-scale hay-making
and small-scale livestock pro-
duction is a building block for
civilization, and the way that
they are being represented
by giant industrial farms is a
t r a v e s t y, ” he said. “It doesn’t
properly share their legacy; it
d o e s n’t do them justice.”

A different model
Ahlstrom explained how

Haywood and Father Farm
proposes a different model
than the one that involves ei-
ther farms with hundreds of
cattle or no cattle at all. It’s
about having cattle in “the
appropriate regional place for
efficiency, to have a positive
rather than negative impact
on our carbon footprint and
the economy,” Nilson said.

“Roy ’s heart is 110 percent
into this,” Ahlstrom said.

N i l s o n’s great-grandpar-
ents were Norwegian immi-
grants who moved to Barron
County, Wis., to work as dairy
farmers. He was named after
his great-grandfather, Roy
Masr ud.

“The ethic that allows me
to face the challenges of this

work comes straight from
those people,” Nilson said,
describing how his great-
grandfather milked his cows
with his bare hands, milking
enough to become the high-
est taxpayer in his county.
“You can’t deny the hard work
and connection to nature that
old style dairy farmers had.

“A lot of it’s nostalgia,” he
continued, “but it’s nostalgia
that really pulls me forward
when I’m like, ‘What am I do-
ing trying to run a small-scale
farm in this day and age?’ ... I
push as hard and fast as I can
every single day.”

Life on the farm begins be-
fore sunrise. Between hay
and firewood deliveries and
tending to the fields and ani-
mals, Nilson does woodwork-
ing and mills his own lumber.
Winter is for repairs of bro-
ken machinery he buys to
make the next season more
efficient.

The pride of Haywood and
Father Farm is the American
Cream Draft horses, an ex-
ceedingly rare breed, who are
“a sensation all by them-
selves,” having been featured
in Aliza Eliazarov’s book “On
the Farm” and photographed
for a 2021 postage stamp.

Nilson trained and raised
the horses himself, and uses
them a couple times a month
for transporting firewood,
clearing land, preparing
fields and rides around town.
With the need to be as pro-
ductive as possible to keep
the farm running, most of the
haying is done with an old
Ford tractor. In the future,
Nilson hopes to teach driving
clinics with the horses and
use them for more of the farm
work.

To learn more about Hay-
wood and Father Farm and
the fundraiser, visit bit.ly/
3ms7Wt2.

freight carrier in northern
New England with 1,700 miles
of track, announced it was for
sale in July.

Pan Am President David A.
Fink said in a statement that
the company is pleased to
reach the definitive agree-
ment with CSX, which he
called “a North American
leader in rail-based freight
transportation.”

“This is great news for
New England shippers and
the national freight network
overall,” Fink said.

Cynthia Scarano, Pan Am’s
executive vice president for
the past 11 years, said this is
an exciting development.

“We think this is going to
bring about some great oppor-
tunity for rail service in New
England,” she told the Green-
field Recorder. “We just think

that it’s going to open up a
wide expansion of market.”

If regulators approve the
deal, CSX would also acquire
Pan Am’s partial ownership of
a 600-mile joint venture with
Norfolk Southern railroad
called Pan Am Southern. Ear-
lier this month, Norfolk South-
ern raised concerns about this
deal with the federal Surface
Transportation Board be-
cause it said allowing CSX to
buy Pan Am could undermine
competition between CSX and
Norfolk Southern in the east-
ern United States.

Certain Massachusetts leg-
islators representing cities
and towns on the Route 2 rail
corridor had sent a letter in
the fall to state Transportation
Secretary Stephanie Pollack
urging proactive measures re-
garding the potential sale of
Pan Am Railways. They cited
a Massachusetts law provid-

ing the state with a right of
first refusal for the sale of any
railroad right of way or re-
lated facilities within the
state.

They also urged the state
Department of Transportation
to “indicate strong interest in
securing passenger rights be-
tween North Adams and
Fitchburg” as well as “con-
sider purchasing all or part of
the rail corridor, at minimum,
from Fitchburg to Green-
field.”

“I continue to join with col-
leagues in advocating for the
commonwealth to keep poten-
tial northern tier passenger
rail interests in mind as it re-
lates to PanAm’s pending
sale,” Sen. Jo Comerford, D-
Northampton, commented on
Tuesday. “These tracks and
our region play a key role in
the commonwealth’s trans-
portation future.”

sponsible Development’s op-
position is not specifically
aimed at Dollar General.

“Any tenant that would be
there, same thing,” she
said.

The grassroots group has
repeatedly voiced environ-
mental, traffic and aesthetic
concer ns.

Attempts to contact Chad
D. Brubaker of Lisciotti De-
velopment were unsuccess-
ful Tuesday.

This is not the first mon-
key wrench thrown into Dol-
lar General’s plans. In April
2018, Gregory Gardner
cleared dozens of trees lin-
ing his property bordering
condominiums and adjacent
to The Rock, Fossil and Di-
nosaur Shop, saying the
state Department of Trans-
portation gave him a permit

to do so. However, a Mass-
DOT spokesperson said the
agency did not issue a per-
mit for tree removal along
the state road. New trees
were planted after the state
reached a $50,000 settlement
with Gardner, who had hired
contractors to clear-cut the
state-owned land.

Angela Fillion, owner of
F i l l i o n’s Landscaping in
Granby, said 55 trees — six
white spruces, 17 pin oaks,
seven swamp white oak
trees, 13 red sunset maples,
12 October Glory maples —
were planted in the right of
w a y.

Then, in December 2018,
the Deerfield Planning
Board voted to deny the vari-
ety store chain’s site plan.
But this did not stop Dollar
General’s quest to build on
the site.

Gina Bordoni-Cowley, in

her fifth year of ownership of
The Rock, Fossil and Di-
nosaur Shop, said the clear-
cutting later resulted in
flooding of her business and
its parking lot, most severely
in July 2018.

“Those trees were ab-
sorbing a great deal of the
water before they were cut
down,” she said, adding that
the storm drainage system
in the parking lot could not
handle the massive volumes
of water, which got “ankle
deep” inside the shop at 213
Greenfield Road. “Pe o p l e
d o n’t want to shop where
there’s water coming in.”

Bordoni-Cowley said
flooding has continued to be
a problem anytime there is
significant rainfall.

Reach Domenic Poli at:
dpoli@recorder.com or 413-
772-0261, ext. 262.
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New hurdle for Dollar General
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Farmer seeking community help

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Roy Nilson with Maggie and her sister Molly, American
Cream Draft horses, at his Haywood and Father Farm in
Ashfield. Nilson is trying to buy the homestead he is
renting, now that the owner is looking to sell. He is running
a GoFundMe campaign to raise the money he needs for a
down payment.

FROM A1

Pan Am Railways sale celebrated
STAFF FILE PHOTO/DAN LITTLE

Pan Am locomotives are seen in September at the East Deerfield rail yard.

By CHRIS LISINSKI
State House News Service

With a second surge of
COVID-19 transmission still un-
derway as the holiday season
begins, Gov. Charlie Baker
brushed away “r umor-monger-
ing” that the state will soon
tighten restrictions but flagged
clusters in houses of worship as
a growing concern.

The administration is not
planning any additional clo-
sures or changes to the pan-
demic regulations in place,
though officials continue to
monitor public health data,
Baker said at a Tuesday press
conference.

That stands as a contrast to
steps underway in other
states where the outlook has
been worsening. Rhode Island

started a two-week pause
Monday that closed all gyms,
bars and other recreational
activities and banned all social
gatherings, while New York
also plans to ramp up steps
such as halting elective surg-
eries in some areas.

“There’s been a lot of mis-
information going around
about things that are going to
get shut down here, there, ev-
erywhere, at a moment’s no-
tice. People have enough
stress in their lives without
having to deal with the rumor-
mongering,” Baker said.

“At this time, the common-
wealth is not planning any addi-
tional closures or restrictions.
We ’ll continue to follow closely
the public health data and con-
tinue to make decisions based
on that,” he said. “The public

will be given, as they have been
in almost every instance and
circumstance since the begin-
ning of this, clear notice before
anything new goes into effect.”

Confirmed new cases
around the country have risen
to unprecedented levels in re-
cent weeks. In Massachusetts,
the spread has been significant
over the past two months, with
the average number of daily
confirmed cases nearly 1,000
percent higher than the lowest
values observed this summer.

The weighted average posi-
tive test rate sat at 3.9 percent
on Monday, which is both the
highest level since June and
also well below the 20-plus
percent rates in April.
Statewide, about two-thirds of
non-ICU hospital beds are
full.

Baker: No tighter virus rules
MASSACHUSET TS
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ASHFIELD WATER DISTRICT
There will be a Tax Classification Hearing 

December 3, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Decker Building, 215 Main Street 

to determine whether the district 
should adopt a single or multiple 

tax rate for the coming year.
Board of Water Commissioners
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NEED AN AD
IN A HURRY?

Mini ads are what you need!
If you place your ad by

1:00p.m., It will appear in the
following day’s edition.

(2:00p.m. Friday for Monday)

Reach over 30,000
readers tomorrow.

Call 413-772-0261

WEDNESDAY’S

451 Main St.  |  413.773.3646 

FRANKLIN COUNTY’S Y
www.YOUR-Y.org

Get Nibbles of Nutrition info  
from our nutritionist, Erica! 

Every week learn a new tidbit of  
nutritional wisdom & leave with  

a grab bag of goodies!

11/18-12/16   |  10 am -12 pm

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC


