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A barn on Barnard Road in Shelburne stands out against dark skies threatening snow recently.

GREENFIELD

It ’s a wrap

By CHRIS HARRIS
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — It’s
been a holiday season with-
out the usual church
bazaars — with at least one
exception: the Episcopal
Church of Saints James
and Andrew, which
launched its first online
Mistletoe Mart. In its
unique way, it was a suc-
cess, according to the Rev.
Dr. Molly Scherm, associ-
ate rector, and member Di-
ane Kurkulonis.

The online store was
created using the web-
based platform known as
Square (square up.com).

“We had a small inven-
tory of 174 items,” Ku r k u l o -
nis said, “and we sold close
to 77 percent of our inven-
tory, which is kind of un-
heard of on a first-time ba-
sis. So we were very

pleased. We sold out of
quite a few of our cate-
gories, like the tote bags
and the stained glass, the
apple pies.”

The rope bowls also sold
out, with at least 15 to start,
as was the case for tote
bags, of which there were
roughly 20, Kurkulonis
said.

“We also got a few dona-
tions, and that helped,” she
added.

All of the craft items
were made by members of
St. Andrew’s Guild.

“As far as the craft
sale,” Scherm said, “we
made a whole lot more. We
made $1,000 from that
booth in the fair last year,
and the online Mistletoe
Mart was primarily craft
products and we made
$3,300 or $3,400.”

The other side of the
coin is what didn’t happen
online.

“It’s a little bit of apples
and oranges,” Scher m
said, in comparing last
year with this year.

“The profits are across
all the different things that

First online
church bazaar

deemed
succes sful

FRANKLIN COUNTY/NORTH QUABBIN

COVID-19 cases ‘up tremendously’ in region
By ANITA FRITZ

Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — The number of
positive COVID-19 cases in Franklin
County is “up tremendously,” accord-
ing to Franklin County Public Health
Nurse Lisa White.

“We ’ve seen more in a short time
lately than we’ve ever seen here,”
White said Friday. “Some people are
not symptomatic, some have symp-
toms and some are quite sick.”

As of Thursday, the state Depart-

ment of Public Health (DPH) re-
ported that Athol has seen 24 posi-
tive COVID-19 cases
over the past two
weeks, while Green-
field reported 30 new
cases in that time,
putting both in the
“yellow ” or “h i g h e r-
risk” category. Mon-
tague reported 11
cases over the past
two weeks, while Sunderland re-
ported 12, putting both in the

“g r e e n” or “l o w e r- r i s k ” categor y.
While the numbers provided by

the state are good in-
dicators, White and
other public health of-
ficials have said there
is a lag between when
the state reports ris-
ing numbers and
when they actually
happen, so people who
have tested positive

“over the past two weeks,” might ac-
tually have recovered or gotten seri-

ous ill before their case is reported.
White said the worry public health

officials have is that people are
spreading the virus without even
knowing it.

“We need everyone to change
their behaviors,” she said. “Pe o p l e
need to social distance more than 6
feet, wear masks, do what they were
doing early on when the pandemic
arrived in March.”

White said most importantly, peo-
ple need to be aware that COVID-19
is in Franklin County and “it is dan-

gerous.” She said she understands
that people are “tired” of it and want
contact with loved ones, especially
during the holidays.

“If that’s going to happen, people
have to be careful,” she said. “They
need to develop good strategies for
s e l f- c a r e . ”

White said good strategies include
keeping a schedule, getting enough
sleep every night, exercising and eat-
ing healthy foods.

SEE COVID -19 A8

WARM THE CHILDREN

Giving kids ‘a warm and happy Christmas’
By MARY BYRNE

Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — For as many nation-
ally recognized charities as there are out
there, the Yucavitch family of Northfield
prefers to spend their money closer to
home.

“I prefer to donate locally,” said Rhoda

Yucavitch. “There’s a need
in Franklin County for
help.”

Yucavitch, who raised
her three daughters in
Northfield, said she has
been donating to Warm the
Children — the annual
charity overseen by the

Greenfield Recorder that helps to pro-
vide warm clothing for families in
need — for at least the last 15 years.

She said she donates each year
because the holiday season is al-
ways a particularly challenging
time, and this year — with the
COVID-19 pandemic — she imag-

GREENFIELD

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
347 Wells St. in Greenfield.

Planning Board OKs trucking firm’s plan, with conditions
By MARY BYRNE

Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — The Planning
Board approved on Thursday night a
site plan review, with a number of
conditions, for a trucking company
that lacked necessary permits and
has drawn complaints from area resi-
dents.

After a 2½-hour discussion, the
board unanimously approved the site
plan review for the company at 347
Wells St., provided that the applicant
remedy the existing violations and
mediate some of the concerns out-
lined by residents, particularly the is-
sue of noise outside of operating
hours.

“We ’ve been at this location a cou-
ple of years,” said Eugene Dar-
manchev, an owner of the trucking
firm, explaining that the property
was previously owned by another
trucking company. “But I guess that

property never went through the
Planning Board, so that’s why we
were asked to go through the process
and present what we’re doing over
there.”

The property, which is located in
the General Industry Zoning District,
is used to park the trucks, as well as
to keep supplies for the trucks.

“It’s not a 9-to-5 operation,” he
said. “We get in the trucks and we go
to work over the road, all over.”

A local contractor, J.S. Rae, is a
tenant on the property and also uses
it to store its equipment, Dar-
manchev said. The contractor’s yard
is in the process of getting a special
permit from the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals for an 8-foot fence, which was
previously installed without city ap-
proval.

“That’s something they did, and
now we know there’s no permits
pulled,” Darmanchev explained.

Planning Board Chair Charles

Roberts read letters from various
town departments, identifying viola-
tions and proposed solutions, as well
as a citizens’ petition that outlined
residents’ concer ns.

“The business is allowed by right,”
Roberts said. “Then we have to find a
pathway here to allow the business to
operate but at the same time be a
good neighbor.”

In addition to the fence that was in-
stalled without a permit, other viola-
tions included keeping more than one
unregistered vehicle on the premises
and installing a sign without the re-
quired permit, according to a letter
from Building Inspector Mark Snow.

In a letter read by Roberts, the De-
partment of Public Works com-
mented on access issues, and the de-
terioration on the road edge because
of increased traffic.

“It is recommended that a 10-foot-
by-30-foot-wide paved apron be in-
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NEED AN AD
IN A HURRY?

Mini ads are what you need!
If you place your ad by

1:00p.m., It will appear in the
following day’s edition.

(2:00p.m. Friday for Monday)

Reach over 30,000
readers tomorrow.

Call 413-772-0261

MINI
ADS SAWMILL

Specializing in cut lumber 
for sheds, mailboxes, table tops, 

post & beam or any wood project.
You need it, we’ll cut it.

Jim’s Tree Service
413-772-9063 32

56
40

CHRISTMAS TREES & WREATHS

301 Country Club Rd., Gfld
413-773-3043  Like Us on FaceBook!

TREES & 
WREATHS

Weekdays 
Noon to 4 pm

Weekends
8:30-4pm

COVID
Protocol
Will Be 

Followed

Fall Special
* Wash Car

* 3 coats of simonize wax
* Vacuum, disinfect interior
$49.95 + tax (small cars)

DENAULT’S AUTO SALES
Rte 5, No. Bernardston

413-648-9889
Open Mon – Sat, 8am - 6pm

INDOOR TAG SALE
December 4 & 5, Friday 2-7pm, 

Saturday 8am-4pm
2056 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls

(at Crab Apple Whitewater)
Antiques, china, glass wear, linens, household kitchen items, 

books, postcards, cookbooks, records, men’s and women’s 
clothing, jewelry. Rain or Shine. Sale inside. Masks Required.

BOYDEN BROS. MAPLE
Rt 116, Conway, MA

Maple Syrup & Products
Open weekends Dec. 5 until Dec. 20

10am - 3pm
Please call for other times

413-369-4665
Fresh cut Christmas trees

7 days/week
Self Serve

boydenmaple@gmail.com 

Farm Fresh
Apple Cider

Pears & Apple
CLARKDALE
FRUIT FARMS

Upper Road, Deerfield
Open daily 9am – 5pm

clarkdalefruitfarms.com

CLIP & SAVE

SNOW PLOWING
Prompt, reliable service

Gill Center, West Northfield
and Northfield Center area
Call/text 413-834-7559

“We did have a lull in cases
for several months,” she said.
“But with Thanksgiving and
everyone traveling or getting
together, there have been
repercussions. The numbers
are staggering, though I don’t
have exact numbers. Cases
are three to four times greater
than when it was slow.”

White said it’s hard for peo-
ple to conceive of getting
through the holidays without
being with people, but there’s
going to be a lot of risk during
those times.

“There are ways to stay
safe or reduce the risk,” she
said. “People should eat meals
outdoors if at all possible, not
share food plates and sit more
than 6 feet apart with masks
on. If people let their guard
down, that will equate to
transmission and more
cases.”

White said the good news
is there’s a  “light at the end
of the tunnel” with a vaccine

on the way.
“That by no means means

it’s over yet,” she cautioned.
“But if we have less transmis-
sion, we’ll have less illness and
less death. Ignoring or deny-
ing it isn’t going to make it go
away. We’ve seen that al-
r e a d y. ”

In Franklin County, White
said there are three “primar y
staff ” and two backups, and
dealing with COVID-19 and
contact tracing is “all we do”
at this point.

“This is a challenge, but we
can get through,” she said.

White said people should
consider alternatives to shop-
ping and community events.
She said, for instance, events
like Light Up the Fairgrounds
are perfect.

“And many of our neighbors
are having incredible light
shows this year,” she said. “We
certainly want everyone to
have fun and feel the joy, but
stay safe doing so. We all need
to feel the togetherness. It’s
scary, but that’s not the only
sensation we should feel. We
need joy. There’s room for
pleasure and laughter.”

COURTESY GRAPHIC/PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTE OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS
As of Thursday, statistics from the state Department of Public Health indicate an increase in COVID-19 cases in
Franklin County. “We ’ve seen more in a short time lately than we’ve ever seen here,” Franklin County Public Health
Nurse Lisa White said Friday.

FROM A1

COV I D -19

we couldn’t do,” Ku r k u l o n i s
explained, “like, we couldn’t
have our cookie walk and we
c o u l d n’t have our cafe, which
was a big, big money-raiser.
For food, we only had the apple
pies and the peanut brittle, so
that was less. So, all in all, the
total was less because we had
less to sell, as a fair. But per-
centage-wise, we did better.”

Other traditional Mistletoe
Mart departments are the out-
side vendors, who pay for their
space, and the popular gift
basket raffle.

Advertising drives sales
Kurkulonis used Facebook

and the Greenfield Recorder
to inform shoppers of Mistle-
toe Mart’s online store.

“I created an event saying
what we were doing, explain-
ing it, and I sent that out to ev-
eryone that has ‘liked’ our
Saints James and Andrew
page. From there, you can do
what they call ‘boost your
event’ and for a dollar amount
— we paid $50 — we had Face-
book send out our event to the
Franklin County area that I
chose. I think it was a 50-mile
radius of Greenfield.

“The reason for doing that
and keeping it in Franklin
County is we wanted to make
it easy for people to pick up,”
Kurkulonis said. “We didn’t
want to do a lot of shipping,
and we didn’t. We only shipped
to three people.”

She continued to be proac-

tive about advertising, sending
out reminders on Facebook.
Roughly 2,000 viewed the
Facebook event page.

The newspaper ad was
helpful to connect to people
who are less active online,
Kurkulonis noted. Scherm
said, “I was out walking after
that article came out and sev-
eral people said, ‘Oh, I saw
what your church is doing.’”

Both said the lack of com-
petition probably helped.

“There weren’t in-person
holiday fairs to go to,” Scher m
said, “and so better to at least
be able to go online and do
some shopping than nothing
at all.”

“We were the only game in
town,” Kurkulonis agreed.

‘It was fun’
Scherm said she enjoyed

working to figure out an online
format for the Mistletoe Mart.

“It’s always fun making
things,” she said. “It’s always
fun feeling like people want to
buy something and that they
will enjoy it.”

In fact, Kurkulonis said the
Episcopal Church of Saints
James and Andrew is consid-
ering doing another online
craft fundraiser in the spring.

“Last winter, before the
coronavirus, we had been
thinking about doing a craft
sale just at coffee hour in the
parish, and we had made a
bunch of summer sunhats and
I had made a number of tote
bags that were more sum-
mery-looking fabrics,” Ku r k u -
lonis said. “So if we do one in
the spring, it might be geared
to things that people want for
the warm weather.”

Chris Harris can be reached
at charris@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 265.

FROM A1

Online

ines it’s even more difficult.
“I assume there’s a lot of

people out of work, people
with young children,” she
said.

And helping young chil-
dren, Yucavitch said, is
something she feels strongly
about.

“I want to help out the
kids and people in town, and
the organizations in town
that donate to causes,” she
said, noting that she also do-
nates to other local organiza-
tions such as the Franklin
County Sheriff ’s Office Re-
gional Dog Shelter and Food
Bank of Western Mas-
sachusetts. “We ’ve got some
good programs in Franklin
C o u n t y. ”

In Turners Falls, longtime
donor Lenore Glaser said
she feels fortunate she has
the means to support Warm
the Children.

“We ’re lucky that we can
do that,” she said, adding
that as a parent whose chil-
dren always had what they
needed, she wanted to help
out other families.

“There’s people out there
that need (help),” she said.

Glaser, a retired elemen-
tary school teacher, said the
increased need she’s heard
about at local food pantries
may be an indication that
more families will likely be in
need of assistance this year
through programs like Warm
the Children.

“The kids, they need it,”
she said. “We know people
who don’t have a lot of
money, so they might get
these things from them.”

Elaine Holden, who cur-
rently lives in South Deer-
field after spending most of
her life in Greenfield, has do-

nated to Warm the Children
for at least 20 years. She said
she donated this year to keep
with that tradition, and she
will continue to donate in the
years to come.

“It’s just something I do
every year,” Holden said sim-
ply. “Maybe I thought there
might be a few more families
(in need), because of the
coronavirus and the effect it
has on people’s jobs.”

All three donors spoke to
their desire to give local chil-
dren a better holiday sea-
son.

“I just want to give the
kids a warm winter and
happy Christmas,” said Yu-
cavitch.

Over the past few
decades, the Warm the Chil-
dren fundraiser has grown to
provide new coats and
clothes to 900 children from
Franklin County and the
North Quabbin region each
year, raising approximately
$90,000 to cover the expenses
a n n u a l l y.

Traditionally, Wilson’s De-
partment Store has part-

nered with the Recorder to
order the clothes. However,
with Wilson’s having closed
earlier this year, the
Recorder has partnered with
Target to provide gift cards
to beneficiaries. These gift
cards, which have been pro-
vided to Community Action
Pioneer Valley for distribu-
tion, can be used in store or
online to buy clothing, ac-
cording to organizer Pat
Maleno, business manager
for the Greenfield Recorder,
Athol Daily News and Daily
Hampshire Gazette.

Although the window for
referrals or applicants to
benefit has closed (which is
done through social service
agencies), anyone interest-
ing in sending tax-deductible
donations may address them
to The Greenfield Recorder:
Warm the Children at P.O.
Box 1367, 14 Hope St., Green-
field MA, 01302.

Mary Byrne can be reached
at mbyrne@recorder.com or
413-930-4429. Twitter: @
Mar yEByr ne
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STAFF FILE PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
Winter coats from the 2019 Warm the Children event at the
Franklin County Fairgrounds in Greenfield. This year, the
Greenfield Recorder has partnered with Target to provide
gift cards to beneficiaries to buy clothing.

STAFF PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
The Rev. Molly Scherm, associate rector of the Episcopal
Church of Saints James and Andrew in Greenfield, works on
basting a quilt for the church’s first online Mistletoe Mart,
which was deemed a success.

stalled, where J.S. Rae vehi-
cles enter and exit the site, to
prevent further deterioration
of the road edge,” wrote Alan
Twarog, engineering superin-
tendent.

He also commented on
stormwater drainage issues,
recommend-
ing a grassed
swale be
added along
the interior of
the fence line,
along the
Wells Street
side of the
contractor ’s
yard.

Neighbors
of the prop-
erty, two of
whom spoke
at the meet-
ing Thursday,
had complaints about dust
and noise — mostly linked to
the sound of idling of trucks.
In a citizens’ petition, they re-
quested the Planning Board
cease activities of the two
businesses for being detri-
mental to health and safety.

“I’d like to assure the
neighbors we’ve read the cor-
respondence and we’re aware
of the concerns here,”
Roberts said.

Planning Board members
questioned Darmanchev on
the idling trucks, which resi-
dents claimed could be heard
before the hours of operation
and late into the night.

“We try not to idle,” Dar-
manchev said. “But especially
when it’s colder weather, you

cannot warm up a truck in five
minutes. You’re pretty much
ruining a piece of equipment if
you’re not letting it come up to
operating temperature.”

As for the late arrival of
trucks, which also contributes
to the noise, he said he
c o u l d n’t commit to not arriv-
ing back to the lot before 10
p.m., the company’s last hour
of operation.

“I don’t want to be held to
that 100 percent, because

sometimes it
happens that
you might get
stuck in traf-
fic, and you
come home
later than you
expected,” he
said.

Planning
and Develop-
ment Direc-
tor Eric
Twarog clari-
fied for Plan-
ning Board

members that they could limit
the morning hours to starting
no earlier than 7 a.m. — which
includes starting up the
trucks and letting them idle —
but they had no control over
when the trucks return to the
p r o p e r t y.

As for the idling that goes
beyond the state law of five
minutes, that is up to police to
enforce, Eric Twarog added.

Much of the conversation
Thursday night focused on
how to mediate the concerns
of residents on the issue of
idling, and the associated
noise of the trucking company
and the contractor’s yard.
Darmanchev said he would
inform his tenant to abide by
the 7 a.m. start time.

“It’s not like we’re trying to
be bad neighbors,” Dar-
manchev said. “We ’re trying
to be our best. … We ’re try-
ing.”

Because the zoning ordi-
nance allows for the com-
pany ’s use of the site by right,
the board could not deny the
application unless there was
significant health and safety
issues involved that couldn’t
be mitigated by condition, ac-
cording to Eric Twarog.

In addition to the recom-
mendations given by the
DPW, Planning Board mem-
bers suggested a vegetation
screen that would help with
both noise and light pollution,
as well as prevent dust from
leaving the property.

Ultimately the board ap-
proved the site plan, with the
following conditions: no trac-
tor trailer trucks can start or
leave the site before 7 a.m.,
which includes idling; the ap-
plicant is required to return to
the Planning Board with a de-
signed landscape screen
buffer that will mitigate noise
and dust, and that will exist
year-round; the applicant con-
forms to DPW’s suggestion
for the apron and drainage
swale; the applicant requests
a fire inspection; the applicant
adheres to truck routes as
presented on the application;
the applicant implements
dust mitigation during dry
weather; and the applicant re-
moves or registers all unreg-
istered vehicles on the Wells
Street property in excess of
one unregistered vehicle.

Mary Byrne can be reached
at mbyrne@recorder.com or
413-930-4429. Twitter: @
Mar yEByr ne
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Site plan

Corr ection
An article published in Friday’s edition, titled “Town Hall closes, awaiting virus

test,” incorrectly reported that an employee was a close contact of an individual who
had already tested positive for COVID-19. Neither individual has had a confirmed posi-
tive test result at this time.

It’s not a 9-to-5
operation. We get in
the trucks and we
go to work over the
road, all over.”

EUGENE DARMANCHEV
an owner of the trucking firm


