Welcome to the
Inter-agency COVID-19
Local Boards of Health
Webinar
Please be patient, we will be starting shortly!

Inter-agency COVID-19
Local Boards of Health Webinar
December 29, 2020

Inter-agency Staff on the Webinar
• Jana Ferguson, Assistant Commissioner, DPH
• Ron O’Connor, Office of Local and Regional Health

• Dr. Catherine Brown, Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences
• Donna Quinn, Office of Preparedness and Emergency Management
• Michael Flanagan and Mary Dozois, Department of Labor Standards

• Helene Bettencourt, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
• Cheryl Sbarra, Massachusetts Association of Health Boards
• Chief Edward Dunne, Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association

• John Welch, Community Tracing Collaborative

MEDIA AND RECORDING ADVISORY
• This webinar is intended for local boards of
health. Any media who may have joined
should disconnect.
• Recording is not consented to and not
permitted.

LEGAL ISSUES ON WEBINARS
• DPH contracts with the Massachusetts Association of
Health Boards (MAHB) to provide answers and guidance
to health departments and boards of health on a wide
range of public health issues including COVID-19.
• MAHB produces documents and provides information on
these webinars for educational purposes only and are not
to be construed as legal advice.
• For legal advice, please contact your city or town attorney.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS PROCESS
Please use the webinar Q&A function
for questions or comments.

If you are having technical issues, email Erica Piedade,
erica.m.piedade@mass.gov

UPDATE
Department of
Public Health
(DPH)

•

Move-in Guidance for Colleges

•

SARS-CoV-2 Variants

•

Community Tracing Collaborative

•

CARES Act Extension

•

First Responder Vaccine Planning
-Jana Ferguson
-Dr. Catherine Brown

-John Welch

Move-in Guidance for Colleges
• All higher education institutions and boarding schools should
• minimize the presence of staff and faculty on their campuses in keeping with these new
restrictions (COVID Order No. 59), and follow all continuing mandatory safety standards
for workplaces, and all other applicable aspects of the Higher Education COVID-19 Control
Plan
• refrain from bringing any students back to campus until Monday, January 18, including
gradual and scheduled move-ins over the weekend of January 16-17, if necessary.

• Institutions should notify their local board of health on their plans.
• Sending the guidance to local boards of health after the webinar.

SARS-CoV-2 Variants
• new variant strain of SARS-CoV-2 that contains a series of mutations - discovered in United Kingdom
• From CDC- potential consequences of these mutations
Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-emerging-variant.html
• Ability to spread more quickly in humans. There is already evidence that one mutation, D614G, has this property
to spread more quickly. In the lab, G614 variants propagate more quickly in human respiratory epithelial cells, outcompeting D614 viruses. There also is evidence that the G614 variant spreads more quickly than viruses without the
mutation.
• Ability to cause either milder or more severe disease in humans. There is no evidence that VOC 202012/01
produces more severe illness than other SARS-CoV-2 variants.
• Ability to evade detection by specific diagnostic tests. Most commercial polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests
have multiple targets to detect the virus, such that even if a mutation impacts one of the targets, the other PCR targets
will still work.
• Decreased susceptibility to therapeutic agents such as monoclonal antibodies.
• Ability to evade vaccine-induced immunity. FDA-authorized vaccines are “polyclonal,” producing antibodies that
target several parts of the spike protein. The virus would likely need to accumulate multiple mutations in the spike
protein to evade immunity induced by vaccines or by natural infection.

CARES Act Extension
• On December 27, 2020, an extension of the CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund “covered
period” was signed into law.
• Extends the deadline for use of the Coronavirus Relief Fund from December 30, 2020 to
December 31, 2021.

• Expenses must meet at least three major statutory conditions
• Necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to …
COVID-19
• Expenses must be unbudgeted as of March 27, 2020
• Expenses must be incurred during the covered period beginning March 1, 2020 and ending
December 31, 2021
• Memo will be sent after the webinar

Other Updates

Q&A
Questions submitted
during the webinar
Please note that we select questions that are of general interest and for which we
have a response today. Some questions may be answered by e-mail to the person who
posed the question; other questions will be reviewed/researched and possibly
addressed on the next webinar.

Next Webinar
Tuesday, January 5 at 3:00 p.m.
Please continue to send questions to

Mike Coughlin at michael.j.coughlin@mass.gov.

Happy New Year!
Thank You!
We welcome your feedback on the webinar format and
suggestions for future topics.

