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NEWSLETTER: SPRING 2021

Advocacy

• The FRCOG submitted a list of priorities for the next legislative session 
and led the same effort in its leadership role on the Rural Policy Advisory 
Commission. 

• FRCOG staff continue to provide co-coordination of the coalition working to pass legislation 
known as the Statewide Accelerated Public Health for Every Community (SAPHE 2.0) Act, 
which responds to the lessons learned in the pandemic by accelerating investment in and the 
modernization of the local public health infrastructure in MA.  The coalition is pressing for a 
$23 Million investment in the local public health system in the FY22 budget. 

• Staff worked with Congressman McGovern’s and Neal’s offices to submit requests for 
FY22 appropriations and with both offices to submit requests for the upcoming federal 
transportation infrastructure bill.

More Information: Linda Dunlavy at lindad@frcog.org or ext. 103.

Training & Education
COVID Vaccine Workshops 
In collaboration with Life Path, FRCOG hosted 
a virtual forum on vaccine safety on March 

30. People tuned in on local cable stations, Facebook Live, 
YouTube and Twitch. Speakers included clinicians from 
Baystate Health, Valley Medical Group and the Community 
Health Center of Franklin County, the Greenfield Health 
Department, Life Path, 
and the FRCOG.  You 
can watch and share 
this presentation on 
how the vaccines 
work, how they are 
tested, and how to 
get one here.  

A second forum specifically designed to answer the questions 
and concerns of black, indigenous, and person of color 
community members is scheduled for April 29 at 5 PM. 
You can view the panelists, register, and submit advance 
questions here.

Economic Development 
Local Rapid Recovery Plans
The Commonwealth has launched a new 
program to support downtown and village 

center economic recovery. Through MA Department of 
Housing & Community Development (DHCD), participating 
communities are provided with consultants to implement the 
Local Rapid Recovery Plan framework. The Rapid Recovery 
Plan Program was open to every municipality within The 
Commonwealth.

FRCOG has been contracted by DHCD to be the plan facilitator 
for the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne and with the 
Shelburne Falls Business Association to develop a plan for the 
Village of Shelburne Falls. Greenfield will work with Finepoint 
Associates,  Montague will work with Hodge Economic 
Consulting,  Northfield will work with the Beta Group, and 
Sunderland will work with the consulting firm of OverUnder 
for their respective downtown/village center plans.  

More Information: Jessica Atwood at jatwood@frcog.org or 
ext. 123.
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Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness 
Vaccination Clinics to Consolidate at GCC
This week, we transition the FRCOG’s weekly rotating “Spoke” 
clinics to a single vaccination site at Greenfield Community 
College. Opening days are planned for Thursday, April 22nd and 

Friday, April 23rd. As we transition to a single County site, the City of Greenfield 
continues their clinics at the John Zon Center through May 14th. The Town of 
Orange will also continue to offer new appointments with their next clinic planned 
for Saturday, April 24th.  

People interested in volunteering at the GCC clinics can sign up with the Franklin 
County Medical Reserve Corps here.  

View the the Franklin County Regional Collaborative vaccination website here.  
 
More Information: Tracy Rogers at emergencyprep@frcog.org or ext. 118.

Public & Community Health
Advancing Racial Justice
The Communities That Care Coalition’s Racial Justice 
Workgroup, with the support of school partners, is working on 

a 5-year grant for Advancing Racial Justice in Schools.  In addition to providing 
technical assistance to several school districts, the Coalition has developed a 
Racial Justice Assessment which it will distribute to school districts before April 
vacation.  This assessment consists of separate surveys for district administrators 
and for teachers, and is designed to gather information about what districts 
and schools are doing to address racial justice issues, and what support they 
need to continue and expand this work.  Individual survey responses will be 
kept confidential.  The Coalition will compile a regional report with aggregated 
survey results that it will share publicly, and will provide individual reports to 
districts with their own results.  The Coalition will also organize focus groups 
with students later this Spring or in Fall of 2021.

More Information: Keyedrya Jacobs at kjacobs@frcog.org. 

The Franklin County Regional Collaborative website 
allows you to view upcoming local clinic dates, schedule 
appointments, and sign up for a standby list.  

Finance & Municipal Services
American Rescue Plan Act
On March 11, 2021, President Biden signed into law the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) which is 
providing federal stimulus funding to address the impacts of COVID-19.  Unlike previous stimulus funding, ARPA 

will provide money for state and local COVID-19 relief.  Federal funding amounts are not yet finalized, but the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association estimates that Franklin County will receive more than $20 million.

Final guidance for use of ARPA funds has not yet been issued, but the text of the law lists four eligible categories:

1. Response to the public health emergency or its negative economic consequences
2. Provision of premium pay to eligible workers
3. Revenue replacement (relative to FY19 local revenue figures)
4. Investments in water, sewer and broadband infrastructure

Funding must be spent by December 31, 2024.  It is not too early to start thinking about how best to spend this money, pending 
receipt of final guidance.  As more information becomes available, the FRCOG will make sure that it gets distributed locally and we 
will schedule a workshop or webinar if needed.   

More Information: Bob Dean at bdean@frcog.org or ext. 108.

The CTC Racial Justice Workgroup works to increase 
understanding of racial justice and its critical role in 
increasing health equity, and to improve health and 
wellbeing for people of color from a systems level.
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Have a great spring from all of us at the FRCOG! www.frcog.org

Staff Updates & Changes
Retirement
Our thanks to Teresa Allen for her service to the FRCOG and the Town Accounting Program.  Teresa retired on 
December 22nd.

New Staff Members
Welcome to Erin Degnan and David Nordstrom who recently joined us in our Town Accounting Program.  Erin is a Town 
Accountant Assistant and David is a Town Accountant.  We also welcome to Jackie Choate, RN, who joined us after significant 
volunteering with the vaccine effort. She will be working part time with Regional Public Health Nurse Lisa White to provide 
COVID Vaccines to homebound residents in the CPHS Health District member towns. 

Climate Resilience
Regional Pollinator Plan

This Spring, FRCOG staff are convening stakeholders in the eight partner 
communities of the Regional Pollinator Plan - Greenfield, Heath, Shelburne, 

Conway, Bernardston, Montague, Wendell, and Orange - to finalize each Town’s Pollinator 
Action Plan. Each plan will include maps of existing pollinator habitats, strategies for 
linking pollinator corridors, and a custom pollinator concept design for a specific site in 
each community. In addition to the local pollinator resource maps and a custom pollinator 
habitat site design, staff will provide recommendations for land-use regulation updates 
tailored for each partner community that include requirements for native plantings for 
development and pollinator-friendly landscape management practices. The Regional 
Pollinator Plan will include a Pollinator Habitat Corridor Implementation Toolkit, so that 
with additional funding and interest from other Franklin County towns, regional pollinator 
corridors can be expanded across the county.

More Information:  Kimberly Noake MacPhee at kmacphee@frcog.org or ext. 130.

Land Use & Natural Resources
Open Space and Recreation Plans
The MA Division of Conservation Services recently provided final approval for Heath and Gill’s updated Open Space 
and Recreation Plans (OSRPs) and conditional approval for Buckland and Northfield. Congratulations to these 

communities! OSRP updates are also underway in Conway, Greenfield, Shutesbury, and Whately. Greenfield and Whately will hold 
public forums to present plan findings to residents later this Spring. The FY22 round for Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for 
Communities (PARC) grants is now open and will close on July 14th, 2021.

More Information:  Kimberly Noake MacPhee at kmacphee@frcog.org or ext. 130.

Transportation
Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway National Designation 
The Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway was designated as a National Scenic Byway as part of the America’s Byway Program 
run by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  Transportation planning staff compiled the nomination 

in cooperation with the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission and the Montachusetts Regional Planning Commission. The 
designation was one of 49 announced by the FHWA in February, 2021. The program’s goal is to recognize, preserve, and enhance 
selected roads throughout the United States, and to highlight the archeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational, and scenic 
qualities. 

More Information: Beth Giannini at giannini@frcog.org or ext. 125

Example of maps created for each town 
participating in the Regional Pollinator 
Plan. Data included land cover and 
land use, habitat, water resources, and 
protected and municipal parcels.
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