Meeting Minutes: Mohawk Area Public Health Coalition Steering Committee
Date

September 20,
2021

Location
Call-In #

VIDEO/CONFERENCE CALL
(929) 205-6099

Video

Time
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Meeting ID:
Passcode:

Cancellation
Notice

413-465-3167 x155

https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/84429092649?pwd=ZmZ
FNGVGdkp0VjBkaEE0ek9v
blYxUT09
844 2909 2649
065149

ATTENDEES:
Duncan Colter, Ashfield BOH
Donna Gibson, Williamsburg BOH
John Hillman, Leverett BOH
Carolyn Shores Ness, Deerfield BOH
Norene Pease, Shutesbury BOH
Gene Garland, BOH Heath
Chief Phillip Wonkka, EMD and Fire, Irving

GUESTS:
Gail Bienvenue, MA DPH OPEM
Carmela Lanza-Weil, formerly from Franklin Medical
Reserve Corps

FRCOG STAFF:
Tracy Rogers; Lauri Solomon
Agenda Items
1. Welcoming remarks/
introductions/agenda

Called to order by Pease at 4:32 PM
Proposed by Ness, Seconded by Hillman

2. Review/approval of past
meeting minutes

Passed Unanimously by Ness, Pease, and Colter, Garland and Wonkka
abstained until they are sworn in.

3. Old business
a) COVID Update
b) AAR/AAC update

a. COVID Update:
Solomon: PowerPoint presentation slides below

4) New business
a. Elect new representative
from Hawlemont
b. Check-in about COVID
update in each EDS

b. COVID AAR/IP process Update
Solomon: All focus groups and interviews have been completed.
Finishing transcripts and data analysis. Themes and observations to
date were presented. PowerPoint Presentation below.
a. Ness made a motion to accept Gene Garland and Chief Phillip
Wonkka onto the MAPHCO steering committee. It was seconded
by Pease. Hillman asked if a steering committee member had to
be BOH member. Ness said that because Wonkka is on the
Greater Montague EDS, he qualifies to be on the Committee.








Hillman and Colter voted in favor of the nominations and it was
passed.
b. EDS Updates:
Irving: Chief Wonkka spoke about a senior-focused flu clinic, which
is scheduled for 10/30/21. They are also beginning to plan for
COVID booster shots.
Williamsburg: Donna – EDS still connecting with each other either
through email or phone. Because there have been West Nilepositive mosquitoes in Hampshire, Hampden, and Franklin
counties, Donna put out a message about being careful around
mosquito bites and what to do. This meeting has given her the idea
of posting vaccine suggestions at the town’s transfer station. As well
as on the town’s website and Facebook account.
Shutesbury: Pease said that weekly EDS messaging to the town’s
email distribution list was paused for several weeks but has started
again. They have sent out emails about COVID as well as mosquitobourne illnesses.
Frontier: Shores Ness – Deerfield had a message board at the
transfer station promoting vaccination. UMass students are mostly
vaccinated but breakthrough cases are hard to contain because
there are students living together. Their challenge is 20-somethings.
They’re working on having the state mobile vaccine van go to a
football game. They are working to get the mobile vaccine van to the
transfer station on the weekend. Senior flu clinic planned and
perhaps a booster clinic later. A third of their break-through cases
are in children, half of whom have been symptomatic.

4. Business not reasonably
anticipated 48 hours prior to
the meeting



5. Wrap up and adjourn

Shores-Ness made a motion to adjourn at 5:45. Seconded by Chief
Wonkka. Motion passed unanimously.
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