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NEWSLETTER: SUMMER 2022

Advocacy
Rural Schools Commission Report

The MA Special Commission on Rural 
School Districts recently published  
"A Sustainable Future for Rural Schools", 

which offers analysis of the issues 
facing rural schools, and provides  
recommendations regarding rural 
school aid, student transportation, 
declining enrollment, regionalization, 
shared services, special education, 
school choice and health care.

More Information: Linda Dunlavy at 
lindad@frcog.org or ext. 103.

 
Training & Education
Grant Information Sessions
The FRCOG was integrally engaged in an effort sponsored by multiple agencies and 
legislators to offer grant information sessions throughout the spring and early summer.  

Every two weeks, western MA municipal officials were invited to sessions that outlined state and 
federal grant opportunities, including: the One Stop for Growth economic development funding; 
state and federal transportation grant programs; environmental, wastewater, and the MVP program; 
housing development funding sources; cultural enhancement grants; and the Community Compact 
program and other programs facilitated by DLS.  A final session, currently slated for August, will outline 
new broadband and digital equity grants that will be launched by the MA Broadband Institute. 
 
More Information: Linda Dunlavy at lindad@frcog.org or ext. 103.

Transportation
Traffic Counting Program

The traffic counting season is underway, 
and there is still room on the schedule! 

To request traffic counts, contact Laurie at the contact 
information listed below.

Staff have completed traffic counts in Ashfield, Buckland, 
Colrain, Greenfield and Northfield. The results of the counts 
uploaded to the MassDOT database can be accessed  by 
visiting this link: http://mhd.ms2soft.com/tcds/tsearch.
asp?loc=Mhd&mod. 

More Information: Laurie Scarbrough at lscarbrough@frcog.org, 
or x 139.

Public & Community Health
Advancing Racial Justice in Schools

In June, the Communities That Care Coalition released a report on How Franklin County 
and North Quabbin Schools are Advancing Racial Justice. The report is based on interviews 

with 41 key school personnel from all nine local public school districts, including administrators, teachers, 
counselors, nurses, and students. The report identifies strengths, challenges, needs, recommendations, 
action steps, and resources.
 
More Information: Leigh-Ellen Figueroa at lfigueroa@frcog.org  or ext. 107. 

A view of the Buckland hills. Photo Credit: Andrea Donlon
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Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness 
WRHSAC Support Western Mass Tech Rescue Team Water Rescue Capabilities

Over the last year, the Western Region Homeland Security Advisory Council (WRHSAC) has been supporting 
the Western Mass Tech Rescue Team’s (WMTRT) efforts to add water rescue capabilities to the team’s capacity. 

WRHSAC has provided funding for both equipment, training and 
exercises. 

This past June, WMTRT conducted a functional exercise in June 
at the Turners Falls Rod and Gun Club to test skills and build 
familiarity with new equipment. Participating agencies included 
all WMTRT departments, Greenfield Fire Department Drone Unit, 
Turners Falls Fire Department and the Massachusetts State Police 
Dive Team. 

A follow-up full-scale exercise will be held in early August.

More Information: Raine Brown at raine@frcog.org, or ext. 138.

Climate Resilience
New Resources on the Franklin County Clean Energy Webpage

Through funding from the MA Department of Energy Resources (DOER), 
FRCOG staff collaborated with Sally J. Pick Environmental Consulting 

Services to host a training and develop new clean energy resources. The training covered 
new rebates and incentives available for low-income households (and landlords of low-
income tenants) available from Mass Save and Mass CEC, as well as other funding 
opportunities that may soon be available as a result of the 2021 Climate Roadmap law and 
the 2025 & 2030 draft MA Clean Energy & Climate Plan.

The new resource sheet covers information about current rebates and incentives and 
summarizes information provided during the training. All materials are posted on the Clean 
Energy Webpage at: https://frcog.org/clean-energy/. 

More Information: Allison Gage at agage@frcog.org or ext. 136.

 

Land Use & Natural Resources
Dirt Roads Toolkit

FRCOG received a Nonpoint Source Pollution grant through the MA 
Department of Environmental Protection to develop a Dirt Roads 

Stormwater Management Toolkit.  The toolkit will enable local communities to assess 
their unpaved roads for erosion and select appropriate stormwater best management 
practices (BMPs) and right-size culvert drainage.  FRCOG will work with the towns of 
Ashfield and Colrain, as well as Trout Unlimited, to pilot the project.  

The toolkit will be a resource for communities to improve resiliency of their roadways 
while at the same time protecting coldwater fisheries in the Deerfield River watershed, 
and beyond.  Work is currently underway to develop a GIS and field assessment 
methodology.

More Information:  Kimberly Noake MacPhee at kmacphee@frcog.org or ext. 130.

https://frcog.org/program-services/western-region-homeland-security-advisory-council/
http://www.wmtrt.org/
mailto:raine%40frcog.org?subject=
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-energy-resources
https://www.masssave.com/
https://www.masscec.com/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-clean-energy-and-climate-plan-for-2025-and-2030#:~:text=On%20March%2026%2C%202021%2C%20Governor,specific%20sublimits%20every%205%20years.
https://frcog.org/clean-energy/
mailto:agage%40frcog.org?subject=
https://frcog.org/frcog-aarc-training-resources/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/grants-financial-assistance-watersheds-water-quality#:~:text=Section%20319%20Nonpoint%20Source%20Competitive%20Grants%20Program,-This%20grant%20program&text=target%20the%20major%20source(s,the%20Massachusetts%20NPS%20Management%20Plan.
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-environmental-protection
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-environmental-protection
https://www.tu.org/
mailto:kmacphee%40frcog.org?subject=


Have a safe and fun summer from all of us at the FRCOG! www.frcog.org

Staff Updates & Changes
Congratulations to Linda Dunlavy for being named one of the Commonwealth Heroines Class of 2022! Read more 
about this award for women leaders at https://www.mass.gov/service-details/commonwealth-heroines.

Congratulations to Phoebe Walker for being honored with the Massachusetts Public Health Associations’ Inaugural Local Public 
Health Leadership Award in Boston in June.  Read more about the awards at https://mapublichealth.org/upcoming-events/.

We are pleased to recognize the promotion of Alexander (Xander) Sylvain as our new Emergency Preparedness 
Program (EPP) Manager and promote Nick Licata from EPP Assistant Planner to Planner. Congratulations to 
both!

The Partnership for Youth has contracted with DIAL/SELF Youth and Community Services to bring a full-time 
AmeriCorps member to the Partnership for Youth staff team beginning this summer.  We are excited to have 
Debbie Gonzalez join us in this role.  Welcome Debbie! Debbie Gonzalez

Finance & Municipal Services
Collective Purchasing Cost Increases in FY23

As expected, FRCOG saw increases in some of our Highway Bid prices.  In general, non-petroleum based products 
such as aggregates and guardrail were stable. There was a lot of grant money including Winter Repair (WRAP), 

MassWorks and Ch. 90 funding in play in our bids this year making our volumes of products and services quite a lot higher.  Higher 
volume helps to keep the unit costs down which is why we believe we didn’t see dramatic increases in some areas. Be aware that 
items like water and culvert pipe and geotextile fabrics remain difficult to find and have long delivery times.

Fuel prices followed what you’ve seen in the news. Nearly all our communities fixed their heating oil at $4.44/gallon, diesel fuel at 
$4.795/gallon, and gasoline at $4.505/gallon.  

More information: Andrea Woods at bids@frcog.org or ext. 104.

Economic Development 
Franklin County Public Water and Wastewater Systems Study

FRCOG has just released the 2022 Franklin County Water and Wastewater 
Systems Study. The Study includes assessments of 18 public water systems 

and 15 public wastewater facilities, and also evaluates three village centers without public 
water systems and three village centers without wastewater systems that are in need of 
such systems. The Study identifies common challenges, and recommends individual tasks 
recommended for these systems. 

Issues many systems had in common included: ensuring that relevant plans, manuals and 
mapping were up to date; hiring and retaining licensed operators; and addressing sludge 
issues in wastewater systems. Recommendations include addressing individual system 
needs as well as exploring opportunities to work collaboratively and accessing expertise and 
funding programs. Over $7.4 million of immediate and short-term tasks were identified for 
the wastewater systems and over $168 million in long-term tasks. For public water systems, 
nearly $11.8 million in immediate and short-term tasks were identified, and over $109 million 
in long-term tasks. A digital copy of the Study and a printed map are being provided to all 
systems.

More Information: Jessica Atwood at jatwood@frcog.org or ext. 123.
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