
    Franklin Regional Council of Governments  
   Executive Committee 
                                                                         MINUTES 

 

  

Date &Time: Wednesday, December 8, 2022, 5 p.m. 

Location: FRCOG Offices Library 

Facilitator: Bill Perlman, Chair 

 
Executive Committee Representatives Present:

• Bill Perlman, Regionally Elected    •    Kevin Fox, Council Appointee 

• Jay DiPucchio, Regionally Elected   •    Roxann Wedegartner, Council Appointee 
   

Staff Members:                                    

• Linda Dunlavy, Executive Director  •    Bob Dean, Director of Regional Services  

• Rebekah Boyd, Admin Svcs Coordinator  •    Phoebe Walker, Director of Reg. Services 

• Claire McGinnis, Finance Director 
                                       

1. Review and adopt 11.9.22  Executive Committee meeting minutes 

Chair Bill Perlman convened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. Jay moved adoption of the 11.9.22 minutes. 
Kevin seconded the motion, which passed unanimously, by roll-call vote. 
 

2. Orange Road Action, tentative 

Bob Dean explained that he received an email from Orange Attorney Donna McNichol updating him on 
the status of steps taken by Orange to have the county layout of Holtshire Road transferred to the 
town. Orange officials hoped to have a new layout drafted, and recorded at the Registry of Deeds — 
the contingency of transfer to the town by the FRCOG Executive Committee (EC) — but the new layout 
was not ready for a vote at a recent special town meeting.  The Town is planning to bring the layout to 
town meeting in the spring.   Thus, the Executive Committee could not take final step and sign the 
order of transfer to the town at this meeting. 
 

3. Update on local hydroelectric facility FERC relicensure, tentative 

Linda informed the committee that because negotiations with FirstLight will not restart until next 
week, Peggy Sloan had no information of substance to report, and did not attend the meeting.  
 

4. Preliminary discussion of legislative priorities  

In her role as chair of the RPAC, Linda recently met with the Legislative Rural Caucus to review a list of 
bills that have not yet passed, but might be refiled. She also talked with various stakeholders (the Mass 
Municipal Association, and Mass Healthy Aging Collaborative, the MA Food System Collaborative) to 
learn of their legislative goals. From these meetings, a preliminary, tiered list of FRCOG legislative 
priorities is emerging. Those being considered include:  

• The Rural Schools Omnibus, which provides a financial infusion to rural schools. 

• Changes to the PILOT (Payment In Lieu of Taxes) formula  
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• Transformative Development Initiatives, which accelerates economic growth to targeted areas 

• The Rural Jobs Act 

• Unpaved and gravel roads maintenance and repair initiatives 

• The HERO Act, for climate change adaption infrastructure and affordable housing investments 

• The Real Estate Transfer Fee Act,  a municipal option to charge fees for real estate transfer  

• Local Food Systems and Agricultural bills 

• SAPHE, which reforms the state’s public health system, providing local funding and assistance 
 
Phoebe Walker described the process of the Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) to determine 
its priorities and explained how this process informs FRCOG.  
 
The Committee discussed emerging priorities and members suggested initiatives to add to the FRCOG 
docket: APR land taxation reform; Title 5 relief; initiatives to promote use of unused farmland; changes 
to requirements for becoming reserve police, EMTs, and so on; and rethinking transportation access in 
West County.  Members aired the many challenges of carrying out the mandates of police reform 
without funding.  
 

5. Presentation to Bill Perlman 

The committee and staff feted retiring chair Bill Perlman with stories and poetry, and presented him 
with a mounted county courthouse doorknob for his 25 years advocating for the county and region. 
 

6. Reorganize in advance of January Meeting 

Members nominated the offices of chair and vice chair in preparation for an early meeting in the new 
year. They agreed to name someone for the office of clerk in 2023. 
Jay nominated Kevin for the office of committee chair; Bill seconded the nomination. 
Bill nominated Jay for the office of vice chair; Kevin seconded the nomination. Bill moved the slate, 
and Jay seconded. The motion passed with all in favor.  
  

7. Business not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of meeting 

The committee had no new business. Jay moved committee adjournment. Kevin seconded and the 
meeting adjourned at 5:53 p.m. 
 
Documents Distributed: 

• Agenda 

• Draft 11.9.22 Executive Committee meeting minutes  
 

 
Minutes taken by Rebekah Boyd. 


