
 

CHIP Steering Committee  

Meeting – 8/9/22 

 

 

Steering Committee Members present are bolded: 
Kat Allen/Communities That Care FRCOG 
Heather Bialecki-Canning & Amanda 
Mankowsky/NQ Community Coalition 
Geoff Naunheim/United Way of F/H 
Ron Bryant and Cheryl Pascucci/BFMC 
Rebecca Himlin/ Community Action Pioneer Valley 
Lynne Feldman/LifePath 
Phil Korman & Zoey Sloate/CISA 
Deb McLaughlin /Opioid Task Force 
Maureen Mullaney & Megan Rhodes/FRCOG 
Transportation Planning 

Gina Govoni/Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority 
Judy Raper and Kristin Cole/GCC 
Dave Sullivan & Laurie Loisel/NW District Atty 
Allison VanderVelden/ CHCFC 
Rachel Stoler/Mass In Motion FRCOG 
Phoebe Walker/FRCOG 
Sandi Walters/CSO 
Jennifer Hoffman, City of Greenfield Health Dept.  
 
CHIP Project Coordinator: Jen Audley 

 

Agenda 

 Welcome - Allie 

 CHIP 2021-2023 Updates- Jen 

 Community Behavioral Health Center Update - Sandi Walters, CSO  

 Additional Updates/News/Requests from you! 
 

Icebreaker and Intros –  

Introductions & insomnia solutions – In her last week of work prior to beginning parental leave, Allie has 
pregnancy insomnia and asked for tips – Laurie Loisel called it a “master class in getting back to sleep. 
Amazing.”  

CHIP 2021-2023 Updates from Jen 

This summer marks the midpoint of our current 3-year plan, which has us working on three specific 
goals: one is about increasing the age at first use of addictive substances, led by CTC; one is about 
supporting mental wellness by increasing social connectedness; and one is about reducing barriers to 
healthy eating and active living. The actual work is happening in many different partner organizations, 
working groups, committees and task forces.  

We’ll offer a progress report in conjunction with our last CHIP Network meeting of 2022, which is 
scheduled for Nov 2, 3-4:30PM. Before that, the next CHIP Network meeting will be on Sept 7 - that one 
will spotlight projects focused on youth/young people. Outlook invitations and outreach materials for 
the Sept 7 CHIP meeting are coming your way soon! 

The current schedule of CHIP events is attached to the email with these notes.  



In addition to work related to the 2021-2023 plan, this summer we’ve been working on welcoming 
BFMC’s first cohort of Family Medicine Residents & finishing the 2022 CHNA process and the report for 
BFMC. 

Also notable - for many years, backbone funding for the CHIP came from a Better Together grant from 
BFMC, which is wrapping up this month. Primary funding for CHIP project work for two more years (and 
hopefully more) now comes from the MA CHHA funds – (thanks again to those who were able to join our 
site visit w/ these funders in June!) with additional support from the MA Rural Vaccine Equity Initiative. 

Legislative Advocacy updates 

In this CHIP cycle, we have also been focusing on legislative advocacy – and for that, the culmination of 
the State Legislature’s formal session in July is an important milestone.  

Back in 2021, we identified specific bills and initiatives as the CHIP Legislative Action Agenda for the 
2021-2022 session, and now is the time of reckoning! Updates coming. One big success is the unanimous 
passage of the SAPHE 2.0 bill by the House and the Senate. This bill awaits the Governor’s signature. 
Update: Governor Baker refused to sign the bill, and instead offered an amendment on 8/9 that undoes 
the equity provisions of the bill. It is too late for the Legislature to override the Governor’s decision and 
pass the original bill w/o his signature. The amendment could be accepted by the Legislature in informal 
session. Here is analysis from Commonwealth Magazine: 
https://commonwealthmagazine.org/politics/lawmakers-advocates-hit-bakers-opt-in-approach-to-
public-health/  

Another important note is that we are removing the Fair Share Amendment from the CHIP legislative 
agenda and will not be able to advocate for it as an organization. The MA Office of Campaign Finance has 
advised our ED that FRCOG is prohibited from lobbying on behalf of ballot questions. (On the bright side, 
we can advocate for legislation, regulation, and funding, we can educate about issues, and we can teach 
people how to engage with these systems!) 

Designated Community Behavioral Health Centers Update– Sandi Walters 
 
A few weeks ago, it was announced that CSO will be the state’s designated CBHC for the region that 
includes the 30 towns in the FC/NQ CHIP. Here is the announcement: 
https://www.masspartnership.com/provider/cbhcrfp.aspx 
The designation of a regional CBHC is a key component of the Roadmap for Behavioral Health Reform | 
Mass.gov 
 
Sandi presented slides that gave an overview of what CSO’s responsibilities will be.  (A PDF of the slides is 
attached to the email with these notes). The start date is January 1, 2023, and the ramp-up to be ready 
for that date is being led by Karin Jeffers.  
 
Many of the agencies at the table will be partner organizations w/ the CBHC and there is a lot of interest 
in how collaboration with partners will work, how much CSO will expand its staffing and operations, and 
whether the CBHC designation will directly address some of the challenges community members 
currently face, such as lack of providers and insurance limits on # of therapy appointments.  
 
Allie (Community Health Center) and Deb (Opioid Task Force) expressed hope that conversations about 
collaboration start happening as soon as possible. Sandi will follow up, and described CSO as “wanting to 
be good partners.” 
 
We will plan on another update to the group about this in a few months. 

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/politics/lawmakers-advocates-hit-bakers-opt-in-approach-to-public-health/
https://commonwealthmagazine.org/politics/lawmakers-advocates-hit-bakers-opt-in-approach-to-public-health/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.masspartnership.com%2fprovider%2fcbhcrfp.aspx&c=E,1,cQ0uWha2l5BJz8JeKaeFbmuuc82MTXkUS7-UYlEYr7GOt8s-O21XffsKQv1nR5WYV20DUsVGt2cuG4bNnFJgCyzJDmT3wFgGw9V7ly7LX6NlnULDhoUl0zI,&typo=1
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/roadmap-for-behavioral-health-reform
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/roadmap-for-behavioral-health-reform


 
 

Updates/News/Requests from Steering Committee members:  
 
Deb McLaughlin spoke about the HEALing Communities study project and how it is bringing a lot of 
funding to the area to invest in collaborative work in a short time. Tiarra Fisher is the project manager. 
Taylor McAndrew is now heading up Hampshire HOPE, and Sharon Lincoln has gone off to law school, so 
the OTF is hiring for the CONNECT project. Alison Proctor has also relocated, and Karen Carmona has 
joined the team. 
 
Deb expressed a desire for the group to return to the topic of services (and gaps in services) for 
unhoused people in the future. 
 
Judy Raper reported that GCC’s new president has hit the ground running and has asked Judy about 
people to meet, events to go to – so pass your suggestions on to Judy! Judy is actively recruiting 
volunteers for the GCC OASIS program, which serves older adults 
(https://go.gcc.mass.edu/seniors/volunteer/), and is seeking presenters for Community Education 
workshops.  
 
Rachel Stoler noted this year is the 20th year that Communities that Care has surveyed 8th, 10th, and 12th 
grade students from the region’s public schools. Their staff has been delivering the results to districts 
and is planning for a public  release of the regional data in September.  
 
Allie vanderVelden will be on parental leave until November. The CHCFC’s CFO, Jessica Calabrese, will 
serve as interim CEO in her absence. 

 
 
Next Steering Committee Meetings:   
Tues., 10/11, 1-2:30 
Tues 12/13, 1-2:30 
(These should be in your calendar already – please let Jen know if you have not received an invitation.) 


